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Dear Parents and Friends,
I always marvel at people power and am grateful to the parents who came out for 
working bees at the end of last year and the beginning of this year.   The thriving 
plants growing up in between Early Childhood and Class 1 as well as the wonderful 
“landscaping” in and around Class 3 are testimony to the wonderful contributions 
of the parents and the diligent organising carried out by the Landscape Working 
Group.
A hearty thank you to Jo-anne Sarre and the Inkpot crew for bringing a wonderful 
thought provoking performance of Jack and Jill and the Beanstalk to our students 
and the community this past week.  The environmental tale brought alive some 
pressing issues for our time and place.  I know we all appreciate Joanne’s ongoing 
efforts over the years to bring drama to, in and with our community.  
Please note that we have been seeking to tidy up our systems at school.  To this 
end, you will soon receive an invite to download and sign up for our new school 
App.  You can find the App if you search in your applications under Mount Barker 
Waldorf School and download it.  Then you will need to sign up for a login and 
password.  On this App you will be able to view the school calendar, our weekly 
newsletter and your child’s information.  You will also be able to view your child’s 
timetable and report your child’s absence.  

“Correction does much,  
but encouragement does more.”
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Kindy Library Open
9am Speech for Parents, Eurythmy 
Room
9am Workshop “Beeswax model-
ling”, The Hearth

9am Eurythmy for Parents
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9am School Tour
9.10am Yoga for Parents
4pm School Tour
7pm Knit-a-long for Parents, The 
Hearth

3:45pm Martial Arts for Classes 
2-8, Gym
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Kindy Library Open
9am Parent Craft Group, The 
Hearth

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

We also have a new system available for parents to check and pay their fees.  
This new system, FACTS, is run by a third party who will manage the ongoing 
invoicing. Now, instead of going through the school, you can go online at any 
time to check. You will need to sign up for it to participate.  Please see the email 
from Mark Lucas with instructions on how to begin using the new system.  
Please join me to thank the Admin team, Mark, Deborah, Meridy, Tania, Kathrine, 
Marcelle and Katie for all their work on setting up these new systems towards 
creating better, more easily accessible communication with the school.  What a 
wonderful group of hard workers.  Look out for our, soon to be launched, new 
website.  

Important Dates
Next Week
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Kindy Library Open
9am Speech for Parents, Eurythmy 
Room
9am Workshop “Celebrating 
the Abundance of Harvest.”, The 
Hearth
Cl 10 Art Gallery Excursion

ADELAIDE CUP 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
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9.10am Yoga for Parents

3:45pm Martial Arts for Classes 
2-8, Gym

FR
ID

A
Y

M
A

R
 1

3

Kindy Library Open
9am Parent Craft Group, The 
Hearth

Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal

FACTS Payment System

Eleni O'Callaghan-ReayEleni O'Callaghan-Reay

For my Class 12 project I 
am creating and running 
an allergy friendly food 
business that raises 
money for eating disorder 
awareness and recovery. 
I am researching 
both the practical and 
psychological side of 
food and exploring 
the highs and lows 
of entrepreneurship. 
My business is vegan 
and gluten free, and I 
am planning to have 
products that cater for 

other allergies and intolerances. I am hoping to spread 
awareness about eating disorders following my question: 
“How can cooking/food creation be used as a tool in 

eating disorder recovery?” 
I chose this because I have struggled with allergies and 
intolerances myself and have an interest in the human 
mind as well as a passion for raising awareness about 
mental health. 
I have been at this school since kindergarten, and I know 
that I’m a Waldorf student for many reasons. I can pull 
out extremely random facts from a broad range of topics 
(e.g. how to propagate a rubber tree, who was married 
to Marie Antionette, how to use a theodolite, map and 
compass and what happened in 1984), hike through snow 
in Tasmania and have mastered explaining what a ‘main 
lesson’ is to non-waldorfians without too many confused 
looks. I have also grown to appreciate people for who 
they are.  Despite the differences within my class, I have 
learned to love a diverse but incredible bunch of 17 other 
young adults (and more that have come and gone along 
the way) like a second family. Waldorf has a way of 
bringing people and communities together. 

In partnership with FACTS, Mount Barker Waldorf School is pleased 
to offer you a convenient online portal for you to manage your account 
at any point in time. Online registration is required for all payment 
plans regardless of payment method.
You can access your FACTS account at the following URL once you 
have completed the sign-up process. https://online.factsmgt.com/
If you have any questions, please contact FACTS Customer Service 
on 1300 322 871. Thank you, Mount Barker Waldorf School.

Class 12 Graduates

https://online.factsmgt.com/


A Gift for Sammy

Since joining the Mount Barker Waldorf community, 
Sammy and his family have become an important part 
of our lives.  We were lucky enough to visit Sammy in 
Melbourne during the Summer holidays and that visit 
sparked us to want to do more.  
Knowing Sammy loves his mountain biking Ruby and 
Ava set about writing a letter to Troy Brosnan, Australian 
Downhill Champion with a simple request.
We had a response within hours and in a week a special 
package arrived for the girls to pass on to Sammy.

Meridy  | Front Office



Landscape Working Group

LWG is after some local rocks to complement a dry 
stream creation as the final part of our Kindy Forrest 
Project.  This project was facilitated by our successful 
Bushmans Landcare Grant.
Our preference is for rocks that are relatively smooth 
and varied in size, but mostly larger the better (>30cm 
across).   If you have a couple to spare, please contact 
Dan on 0403 323 226 or mbws.landscape@gmail.com 

(When sourcing - please be mindful of disturbing existing 
wildlife habitat - this is not our intention.)

Landscape

Wanted

Native Plant of the Week

This week’s plant is Banksia marginata, or Silver Banksia.   
It is hardy plant with dark green/silver leaves and large 
yellow cones.  It will grow up to 10m in good conditions, 
but often smaller in shallow soils and exposed conditions.  
During a bushfire its winged seeds are released from 
older cones to regenerate new plants.  It is also a food 
source for native birds, such as honeyeaters. 
 
A relatively slow growing plant, we have included it in 
existing woodland areas and shelterbelts. Indigenous 
peoples soaked the flower spikes to make a sweet drink 
and dried cones to make implements. 
The LWG can be contacted at mbws.landscape@gmail.
com and we welcome any enquiries.
.

Working Group

Dan Hockin  | Landscape Working Group



 
 

Attendees can expect a day filled with passionate sharing of ideas and 
visions, artistic experience and to hear the creation stories of other 

 Waldorf / Steiner schools in South Australia 
 

The topics and themes discussed will evolve organically from the interests and needs of 
the attendees themselves, with a final opportunity made to commit to some action that 
sustains and promotes the wider vision of Waldorf / Steiner in SA.  
 
The day is open to everyone with an interest in Waldorf / Steiner education in SA – 
parents, teachers, staff, students, old hands and new chums!  Please mark the date in 
your diary and help promote May 23rd as an exciting day for Waldorf / Steiner in SA. 
‘Waldorf Groundswell SA’ is on Facebook so please like this site. Registrations will be 
open soon so stay tuned. 
 
Please contact us at the organising team if you would like to be involved or have 
suggestions for the day, on abeb2002@bigpond.com 
 
 
  



Library

I am taking great joy organising and creating a 
welcoming library space. As our weeks go on new books 
are becoming available to borrow thanks to Sera’s lovely 
book drive last year. 
With the help of Alex and Jonathan we are working hard 
to ensure the books are well organised and accurately 
catalogued. I have enjoyed seeing overdue books 
making their way back home to the Library and hope 
this continues.
I have had the pleasure of meeting many of our students 
as they come through our Library. There is much 
excitement about the Premiers Reading Challenge and 
selecting just the right books.
Happy reading, Ann

Premier's Reading Challenge
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is open to students 
from Classes 1 to 12. Students are invited to read or 
share in the reading of 12 books at a level that suits them. 
The Challenge booklist is available online at the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge and at the school library. Premier’s 

Reading list books the school owns are marked in our 
library with a gold sticker.

  

Dear Steiner Community, 

During the July school holidays (5th - 9th) our region is hosting the Vital Years Conference for Steiner 
early childhood education at the Mt Barker Waldorf School. It is a major national event and a joy to be 
hosting. 

Does anyone in our community have a room or house that could accommodate conference 
participants close to the school? There will be a small recompense. Please contact Wendy 
(wpryor@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) or Dimity (dshopova@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu) if you are able 
to help. 

 

Ann | Librarian





The Hearth
Term 1 Program 

 
Week  Monday 9 -10am 

Conversations  
Follow-up previous 
workshops 
Library Open 

Tuesday 9 -10am  
Workshops  
Library Open 

Friday 9am-12noon 
MBWS Craft Group 
Library Open 

1 
3/2 
Morning tea in the Living 
Arts Centre. 

4/2 
Welcome 
Cuppa & Chat. 

7/2  
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

2 

10/2  
Ways to support your child 
into Kindergarten. 
Picking calming tea from 
the garden. 

11/2 
Ways to support your child 
into Kindergarten. 
Picking calming tea from 
the garden. 

14/2 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

3 

17/2 
Conversation Mornings. 
Workshop Catch-up. 
Open ended toy making - 
Finger knitting and 
twisties.  

18/2  
Workshop ‘Home Health 
care for your family and 
you.’ with Louise Stewart, 
Bookings required. 

21/2 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat  

4 

24/2  
Conversation Mornings. 
Workshop Catch-up.  

25/2 
The Joy of Fluid Colour 
Simple water colour 
painting. 

28/2 
Craft Group, 
Cuppa & Chat 

5 

2/3  
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up  

3/3 
Creating your world with 
our hands.  
Beeswax modelling. 

6/3 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & chat 
all welcome. 

6 

9/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

10/3  
Celebrating the abundance 
of harvest.  
Getting to know nature’s 
rhythms. 

13/3 
Craft Group,  
Cuppa & Chat 

7 

16/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

17/3 
The light is going.  
Preparing for the Autumn 
festival. 

20/3 
Craft Group, 
Cuppa & Chat 

8 

23/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

24/3 
Free yourself. 
Create a home for 
independent players.  

27/3 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

9 
30/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

31/3 
Magical times.  
Story telling with children. 

13/12 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 
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OSHC

Whether the weather is hot or cold OSHC is available 
after each school day. Participants enjoy nourishing 
afternoon tea within the holistic OSHC service.  Each 
week we have observed certain places in the school 
grounds and how these places are affected by the season 
and weather.  Painting was well enjoyed recently.  This 
week‘s theme is birds. 
Please use Mount Barker Waldorf’s Outside School 
Hours Care service if you have need.  Enquiries and 
bookings can be made at OSHC@mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au.

Giulius | OSHC Director





Community

 
  

 

   Calendar of Events 
Head Heart and Hands Imaginative Play 

81A Main Rd Nairne                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

SSttaarrggoolldd  PPuuppppeettss  
pprreesseenntt  

TThhee  TTrruuee  EEaasstteerr  HHaarree  
For 3 year olds and older 

 

Saturday 11 April 
 

 10am 
 

Cost:$6 per person 
 
 

Bookings essential   phone 83880075 
 

Opening Hours  
Wed to Sat 11am to 2pm 

 
We are happy to open after hours by appointment 

phone 0423202784 
 

stargold@internode.on.net 
 

You can find us on Facebook                
 

 

Calendar of Events 
Head Heart and Hands Imaginative Play 

81A Main Rd Nairne 
 

Workshops in February/March 
 

 

Making an Autumn Harvest Felted Doll 
For 7 year olds and older 

Saturday 29 February at 1pm or by appointment 
Cost: $20  includes materials 

 

Making an Autumn Felted Picture/Collage 
For 7  year olds and older 

Saturday 29 February at 10am or by appointment 
Cost: $16  includes materials 

 

Making Easter Chicks 
For 5 year olds and older 

Saturday 28 March  at 1pm or by appointment 
Cost: $16  includes materials 

 

Making Bunny Pocket Dolls with Heidi 
For 12 year olds to adults 

Saturday 21 March from 9am to 12noon 
Cost: $35  includes materials 

 

Bookings essential   phone 83880075 
 

Opening Hours  
Wed to Sat 11am to 2pm 

We are happy to open after hours by appointment 
phone 0423202784 

 

stargold@internode.on.net 
 

ON 

Vacancy for a Class Teacher
Kildare Steiner Waldorf School is set in four acres of the beautiful 
Kildare/ Wicklow countryside. We have a Parent & Child Group, 
Kindergarten and School with combined classes up to class 7 with 
more potential for growth. Our small size allows for a warm and 
positive learning environment.
The school is now recruiting a Class Teacher to start in August 
2020. We are seeking a qualified Steiner Waldorf Class teacher 
who is enthusiastic and committed to the philosophy and methods 
of Steiner Waldorf education. Previous experience is essential. 
Applicants must be fluent in written and spoken English.
What we can offer the successful candidate:
A full-time salary of €25,000, Small classes with active and 
enthusiastic children, Supportive parents and staff, and a deeply 
rewarding, working environment, An independent school following 
the international Steiner Waldorf curriculum.
Email your application letter and CV to: info@kildaresteinerschool.
org or post to: 
The College of Teachers 
Job Application  
Kildare Steiner School,  
Rathargid 
Gormanstown  
Dunlavin 
Co Kildare, Ireland. 
Deadline date for applications – 10th March 2020.     
Candidates from abroad must have the right to live and work in 
Ireland. https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/
moving_to_ireland/working_in_ireland/



 

bookings essential for all events 

3 Dumas St  Mount Baker  SA  5251 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
March 2020 
OUR PROGRAM DATE TIME 
Native Animal Sewing Bee                 free Wednesday 19 Feb 9.30am – 1.30pm 

Women’s Information Service – information session
                  free Thursday 20 Feb 11.00am 

Community Lunch                  free Tuesday 25 Feb 12.00pm 

ESL Classes                   free 
commencing 

Wednesday 26 Feb 2.00pm 

Chess Club – all ages Friday 28 Feb 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Beginners Drawing      Tuesdays 
3rd & 17th Mar 9.30am – 12.00pm 

Healthy, Strong Tweens & Teens 
parenting workshop                               free 

Tuesday 17 Mar 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Composting Made Easy 
Duck Flat Community Garden Friday 20 Mar 10.30am – 12.00pm 

Qigong Wednesdays 9.00am – 9.40am 

Learning Excel – six sessions commencing 
Monday 30 Mar 1.00pm – 4.00pm 

Provide an Emergency First Aid Response 
 HLTAID004 Monday 30 Mar 8.30am – 5.30pm 

Community Lunch                  free Tuesday 31 Mar 12.00pm 

Yoga  Thursdays 9.30am & 11.00am 

Unplugged Workshop for Parents 
Mount Barker High School               free 

Tuesday 31 Mar 6.30pm 

Which Bin – KESAB waste and recycling info session            
                    free 

Thursday 2 April 6.00pm – 7.00pm 
 

connect    contribute    laugh    learn 
 

 
 
 

  like and share us on 

Facebook    

 www.mountbarkercc.com.au  
     83912747   
     enquiries@mtbcc.org.au 
some events can be booked online:        
  mtbcc.eventbrite.com 




