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Important Dates

Happy 40
th Birthday

This week...

FRIDAY
DEC 13

THURSDAY
DEC 12

WEDNESDAY
DEC 11

TUESDAY
DEC 10

MONDAY
DEC 9

7pm Cl 12 Play

7pm Cl 12 Play
10:30am Cl 7 cross oval to HS

9am Parent Yoga in
Eurythmy Room
12pm HS Sports Day
3:30pm Orchestra with Kai
7pm Cl 12 Play

8:50am Kindy Summer Festival
2pm Summer Festival in LAC
7pm Cl 12 Play

9am Parent Craft
11:15am Rose Ceremony
Spring Fair Submissions Close

LAST DAY Term 4
12:30pm SCHOOL FINISH
OFFICE CLOSES 3:00PM

“Without leaps of imagination, or dreaming,
we lose the excitement of possibilities.
Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning.”
by Gloria Steinem

Happy 40th Birthday MBWS,
On Friday the school community held a birthday party to celebrate 40 years of
the Mount Barker Waldorf School. We held several parties one after the other. We
started with the thank you to volunteers, followed by a whole school assembly for
an in-school birthday party, followed by a community birthday bbq. We enjoyed
singing, games, cake and icypoles. Almond trees w ere gifted to each faculty
towards prosperity into future years. We will be able to watch them grow and
bear fruit in years to come. To mark this year, we are launching a Foundation
Scholarship. This scholarship is open to existing and new students entering into
Class 8 2020. Applications are available online at: http://www.mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au/news/foundation-scholarship and due in by Friday, 17 January 2020.
Details of the selection process are in the document online.

Our annual parent survey is open until Monday 16 December.
Please follow the link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
LYMC6V5 to complete. Your feedback is appreciated.
PHONE 08 8391 0411
FAX 08 8391 2386
ADDRESS 27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

WEB www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
EMAIL office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
FACEBOOK /mtbarkerwaldorfschool

Principal Cont.

Important Dates
Next Week

Please join me to welcome new staff or congratulate others
in new roles next year:
Early Childhood Educators, Bec Trethowan
and Noriko Hoare
Class 1 Teacher, Mary Medeiros
Eurythmist, Anna Kotanidis

9am Front Office Opens
4pm Front Office Closes

WEDNESDAY
DEC 18

TUESDAY
DEC 17

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
9am Front Office Opens
4pm Front Office Closes

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
9am Front Office Opens
4pm Front Office Closes

THURSDAY
DEC 19

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
9am Front Office Opens
4pm Front Office Closes

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
FRIDAY
DEC 20

2019 has certainly been a big year across the school. Along with all the extra
birthday celebrations for our school, we also celebrated 100 years of Waldorf
education with students attending two special youth conferences; one in Dornach,
Switzerland and the other at Samford Valley Steiner School in Queensland.
Memories were formed in several new camps; the Class 7 horse riding camp and
the Class 11 Botany Camp to the Walls of Jerusalem in Tasmania. We moved into
our two new Early Childhood classrooms and the Innovation Resource Centre for
senior students, completed new gym toilets and refurbished the Science building
with three labs. We launched a new strategic plan, held the first gathering of people
interested in growing Waldorf Education in SA at Groundswell and formed our
Reconciliation Action Plan. Plans for revitalising the grounds with new plantings
began with the Landscape Working group.
There are so many people to thank this year and whilst everyone’s contributions
are valued, I will only mention a few here. A special thank you to the Class 4
parents for the Spring Fair; Caroline Craddock for the Twilight Markets; Sally
Amazon for leading the 40/100 Committee; Saul Mellor for helping out in the
Kindergarten and Woodwork; Kylie, Veona and Carrie for leading the parent craft
group, Bauke for the Yoga, Jo-Anne for the Speech, the Landscape Working
Group, the Reconciliation Action Group and to the Board Members who give
countless volunteer hours to guide the school. I am grateful to all of these
volunteers who make our community a vibrant enriching place to be.
Looking forward to next year, I am pleased to announce that the school will
receive a Capital Grant to renovate the High School Art classrooms. This space
will become a place for students to showcase their work and for Artists in
residence to work with the students. It is an opportunity to highlight our aesthetic
approach to education in all subjects and puts the “A” into STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics); The funding for this building
project affirms the importance of the creative impulse needed for innovation. We
are very grateful to the Federal government for the grant.

MONDAY
DEC 16

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

9am Front Office Opens
4pm Front Office Closes

Early school finish at 12:30pm this Friday, 13 December.
Please join us for the Rose ceremony on the Eurythmy lawns
at 11:15am. Wishing everyone a very Happy Holidays and
restful end of year. I look forward to seeing you in 2020.
Please note that the office will be closed from Thursday, 19
December 2019 to Friday, 10 January 2020.
Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Early Childhood - New Staff Members

LOST PROPERTY

The Early Childhood Faculty is delighted to welcome two new staff members
for 2020. Welcome to Noriko Hoare and Bec Trethowan who will join us as
Educators.
Noriko has been in Banksia Rose for the last half of this year. She brings a
wealth of experience from her work in Japan as an Early Childhood Teacher.
We have enjoyed Noriko’s quiet and gentle nature this year along with her
beautiful cultural input.
Bec has also joined us on occasion in the latter part of the year for her Work
Placement and relieving the Educators. She brings a great deal of joy,
enthusiasm and practical skills for this work.
We are really looking forward to sharing our work with Noriko and Bec,
and our group of Educators growing in strength and richness to support the
kindergarten.

Missing:
Child size baseball
mit. Left near the
garden behind the
Office building. If
found, please return
to the Front Office.

Landscape
Working Group
Native Plant of the Week
This week’s plant is Kennedia prostrata, commonly
called Running Postman. As its botanical name suggests,
it’s a prostrate creeper. It features bright red pea shape
flowers, followed by hard seed pods about 50mm long.
It can be found across most states in full sun or part shade
and can withstand drought, where it will die back to its
deep roots until conditions become favorable.
Indigenous uses include using the stems for twine. It will
also provide vital habitat and food for native butterflies
and moths.
At school we have planted it in our identified wildlife
corridors as an understory plant in the Kindy Forest and
near Playgroup/Sims Rd.
Doreen Mellor | Chair, Landscape Working Group

Parent Craft
Raffle Winners
Thankyou to everyone who bought a raffle ticket for
the Parent Craft Raffle drawn at Twilight Market.
Congratulations to our winners:
1st Prize Valerie Barsh – Felted Pumpkin House and
Accessories
2nd Prize Will Snow – Rainbow Dragon
Winners were contacted after the raffle was drawn and
prizes collected.
$377 was raised and donated to our schools Book Drive
co-ordinated by Sera Koth.

Lucky winners of the Rainbow Dragon

Class 12 Play
Make sure you put aside an evening next week to come and see the Class 12’s ‘last hurrah’, an adaptation of a French
play that we have entitled ‘Une Femme Sensible’… ‘nothing is ever so wrong in the world that a sensible woman
can’t set it right in the course of an afternoon.’ We think you will enjoy the humour that overlays the serious themes;
and as for the characters – well, prepare to be delighted and entertained. Monday 9 to Thursday 12 December at 7pm
in the Living Arts Centre

2020 Class 1 Teacher
I have the pleasure to announce that Mary Medeiros will be the Class 1 Teacher in
2020. Mary is a mother of four children aged 3-18 years old, her eldest graduated last
year from Mount Barker Waldorf School, two children are in our High School and
one in Playgroup.
Mary has spent the last seven years with a group of children from Classes 1-7 at
Mount Barker Waldorf School. She will complete her journey with this group of
children at the end of this year. She has had the opportunity to meet the new Class
1 group and has shared a story with the group at the Class 1 classroom visit this
morning. Please join me in welcoming her as the Class 1 Teacher in 2020.

Class 1
Donations Please
Dear Parents and Friends
The primary school children are needing more
moveable play equipment in their garden.
If you have metal pots, pans, cups, plates or
bowls excess to your needs please donate
them for garden play. They will be well used!
Donations can be left outside classes 1, 2 or 3
next week or early next year.
Emily | Class 2 Teacher

Congratulations
Class 10 student, Leslie Wilson, competed in the
Skateboarding Open division for SA a couple of weeks
ago and came first. He also competed in Sydney over
the weekend and came 5th in the finals. He will soon be
competing in Brisbane and Melbourne. Congratulations,
Leslie- keep up the good work.

Elise | Class 10 Guardian

Pootpobberrie and
the Peramangk
The origins of the Peramangk people on whose land our
school rests are told in a Kaurna story. In the Dreaming
the Kaurna people did not eat animals because they feared
that evil spirits may live inside them. Pootpobberrie
decided to hunt these evil spirits and eat them in the
animal form they were. So Pootpobberrie and his wife
were banished to the Adelaide Hills. They were the first
Peramangk people.
As 2019 comes to a close the RAP working group
is celebrating a year of hard work and achievements
towards our goal of reconciliation and collaboration with
the Peramangk traditional owners of this land and all
Indigenous Australians.
Our strong working group of teachers, parents and friends
has continued to meet twice termly and we are proud to
list some of our actions in the school community this
year.
- We attracted a grant from Steiner Education Australia
enabling two interstate consultants; Kerrilee Clarke and
Steve Evans to kick start our Reconciliation Action Plan
with their expert input. Following this, our Plan will be
accepted very shortly onto the official Narragunnawali
platform. Details to follow in the new year. Developing
the plan was a necessarily exacting and intense process
and we particularly thank Helen Platell, Eleanor
Waterford and Jeremy Board for their hard work.
- From the beginning of the year the school has flown
both the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags
daily, with Class 5 as ongoing custodians of raising and
lowering the flags each day: an important honour.
- The beautiful and detailed mural created by teachers
some years ago under the guidance of Peramangk Elder
Ivan Tiwu Copley - on the wall of class three - was

reproduced onto canvas prints that now take pride of
place on the wall behind the front desk in the Reception
area.
- An Indigenous Dance workshop was held for the whole
Primary School earlier in term 4. David Booth worked
with the boys and Vida Sumner with the girls. This event
was very successful and we are working towards dance
workshops becoming an annual event with performances
at future Spring Festivals.
- Sera Koth has done an enormous job in the school
library collating and stock-taking our Indigenous book
collection. With funds she has made additional purchases
and also run the Book Drive which has included many
Indigenous books for children and students.
- The Spring Fair committee showed their support for
Reconciliation by inviting David Booth to do two
amazing performances – dancing with his sons and later
a Didgeridoo demonstration.
- The RAP working group is working closely with the
Landscaping Group and you have probably noticed the
hundreds of newly planted native trees and plants dotted
around the school grounds in their green jackets. We aim
to create an Indigenous food and medicine plant trail
as well as attract insects and animals that traditionally
inhabit Peramangk Land e.g. the Yellow Tailed Black
Cockatoo.
For 2020 we have applied for grant money and have
some great plans cooking up which we hope to share with
you soon. All new members welcome. Please contact
Jeremy Board via Front Reception or email: jeboard@
mtbarkerwaldorf@sa.edu.au
From the Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group

Book Drive
Update
The Book Drive is now almost at an end with just the
final tally to be done, and selection to be made of our
purchases earned with a percentage of the sales. Thank
you to Julie Board, Katherine Goodrick, Mavis and Felix
O’Connor, Andrew Kennedy, Elijah Jordaan and Family,
Sylosz Jane, The Schmarr Family, Yoshi, Stacey Lock,
The Schaeffer Family, Felix, Lyn Bradley. An enormous
thank you also to the Craft Group who chose to donate
their raffle proceeds to the Book Drive enabling the
purchase of all of these lovely books!

NRM Calendar Competition
Last term most of the Class Five class students entered
the Natural Resources Management Board Calendar
competition, where students were asked to create an
artwork showing a local plant that is important to our
environment to celebrate International Year of Plant

Health. I am pleased to congratulate Emmy Waterford,
and Kheng Yin Wong on their successful entries, in
October 2020 many people will be enjoying their lovely
artwork!

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Congratulations to the many students who completed the
PRC this year, well done on your reading adventures and
I hope you will participate again next year.
Congratulations
Albert Klaus, Cody Martin, Gwen Mcavaney, Olivia
Mellor, Olivia Timmins, Lilah Dohnt, Emlyn Gilroy,
Hugo Shopov, Vivian Waterford, Julian Williamson,
Alec Zufferey, Leila Avgoustinos, Charlotte Burrows,
Sienna Dengler, Ezra Doble, Ava Lineage, Maeve
Mcavaney, Neve Pulford, Anjali Meynet, Phoebe
Williamson, Kheng Yin Wong, Benjamin Sutherland, Leo
Avgoustinos, Nathan Johansen, Saxon Ashley Lambert,
Lily Richardson, Matias Schmidt, Lena Yakas and Cian
Yakas.

Outside School Hours Care Worker

OSHC
Dear Parents,
Please note that next year, the Outside School Hours
Care will not be offered by Camp Australia but rather
be offered by the School. Applications are being sought
for suitable candidates to run activities afterschool for
our students who may require the extra hours of care due
to parent’s work commitments or as an opportunity for
students to experience extra-curricular activities, such as
craft, music, cooking, games, gardening or maybe even
circus skills.
Parents are asked to email: office@mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au to register their interest in using OSHC services
in 2020 and beyond.

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

The School is seeking an Outside School Hours Care
(OSHC) worker/s. This position will be under the
supervision of the Early Childhood Director. The
applicant must be available 3:30-6:30pm, Monday to
Friday or part thereof. We are seeking expressions of
interest to lead the daily After School program at MBWS
in line with our ethos.
The successful applicant is required to hold a Working
with Children Check and a Responding to Abuse
and Neglect certificate. Your enthusiasm for Waldorf
education to be available beyond school hours will be
welcomed. It is desirable that the successful applicant
holds a Certificate III in EC Education or equivalent
experience. We envisage someone who can bring a
variety of skills, such as gardening, cooking, crafts,
music and maybe even circus skill to children aged 5 -12
years old. Previous experience leading OSHC is valued.
To apply please send us a cover letter, CV, and
three references to the Principal, Helen Platell at
helen.platell@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.
Applications are due by Friday, 17 January 2020 for a
start date of 03 February 2020.

Gallery
40th Birthday

Gallery
40th Birthday

Gallery
Class 12 Formal

Community

Wednesday 18 December

2019

Ticklish
Allsorts Show
10.30am
Mount Barker
Town Hall

Street Party
12.00noon
Stephen Street
Laneway

Freepik.com

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

For more details about this event and to book in, go to
mbcl-eventbrite.com.au or phone the library on 8393 6400

