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Dear Parents and Friends,
As I sit on the verandah from the Innovation Resource Centre looking out over 
the sunny green oval with the birds chirping, it is difficult for me to imagine the 
drastic measures being taken around the world and here at school to combat the 
spread of COVID-19.  At MBWS we are affected by these new measures and I 
realise the events around the world create a fear of what may come here.  

Michael the Victorious

Thou Michael the Victorious,
I make my circuit under thy shield.

Thou Michael of the white steed
And of the bright, brilliant blade!

Conqueror of the dragon,
Be thou at my back.

Thou ranger of the heavens!
Thou warrior of the king of all!

Thou Michael the victorious
My pride and my guide!

Thou Michael the victorious
The glory of mine eye!
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CANCELLED - Speech for Par-
ents, Eurythmy Room

CANCELLED - Eurythmy for 
Parents

CANCELLED -  Yoga for Parents
CANCELLED -  Knit Along, The 
Hearth

CANCELLED -  Martial Arts for 
Classes 2-8, Gym

CANCELLED - Parent Craft 
Group, The Hearth

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

Meanwhile, the school remains open and we are adjusting 
to the new protocols of social distancing and hygiene.  
We have a myriad of alternative ways to greet each other 
besides handshaking and hugs.  Our celebrations of Autumn 
in the Kindergarten and Primary classes occurred within 
each classroom without parents and classes had to distance 
themselves from each other outside to watch the Class 3 
play of Michael and the dragon.   A special thank you to 
Emily, Joanne and Anna, the Eurythmist for the many hours 
preparing the children and their dragon costume to present 
the play.  The experience of overcoming the dragon seemed 
appropriate for what we are facing now and it felt like an 
opportunity for students to regain some hope in the current 
circumstances.    
Many of our parents have chosen to self-isolate and the 
teachers are busy preparing materials for students who are 
at home. These remote learning materials are planned to be 
ready for parents soon.  An email will go out to parents 
when they are ready to be picked up. The choice to self-
isolate is understandable in the current circumstances and 
everyone is supporting each other albeit at a distance.  Class 
numbers are reduced and students at school are noticing 
that some of their peers are missing.  On Friday, Liam and 
I went into each class to reassure students that the school 
remains open even though some students are away.  We 
were able to remind them of the changes in place to help 
make school a safe place.
Please note that all activities including assemblies, 
excursions and incursions are cancelled as of Monday, 
23 March.   Unfortunately, that means the morning parent 
classes of Eurythmy, Speech and Yoga as well as Craft group 
and the knitting evenings must be temporarily stopped.  
Whole school events such as the Autumn Trading Table, 
Class 9 camp to Canberra and NAPLAN are cancelled.  
Upcoming community events such as Willunga’s Autumn 
Fair, Groundswell for Waldorf Education and Vital Years 
are all postponed.  Alternative plans for parent teacher 
meetings may include the possibility of phone or online 
virtual meetings instead of face to face meetings.  
These are challenging times and when faced with a challenge, 
I am inspired by what arises out of it.  I mentioned to Cathy, 
our Science teacher that we could not get hand sanitizer 
so she was industrious to look up the recipe to make some 
from WHO, the World Health Organisation.  Last week, the 
Class 9 students were fascinated with gathering the sticky 
inside of the aloe vera leaves to add to their concoction to 
make our very own hand sanitizer.    
I am sure there are many more opportunities where we, 
individually and as a community, can help to overcome the 
hardships we may face.  I imagine that with so many group 
gatherings cancelled that we will all have more time to 
think; to slow down and be; to keep connected in new ways.  
The situation has made me think about the importance of 
self-sustainability and I am moved to think of ways we 
could, for example, make toilet paper ourselves or get more 
chickens for eggs.  Perhaps to keep us connected while we 

are separated physically, we can all learn a new poem, song 
or story that is the same.  
For the latest information on COVID-19, Please refer to the 
following links:
https://www.dese.gov.au/news/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-
coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-
alerts/novel-coronavirus
We are affected by the news of what is happening around us 
and this news affects our well-being.  We are here to help, 
however, there is some delay in responding to the many 
calls and emails. Thank you for your patience awaiting a 
response.  Look out for a frequently asked questions sheet 
to help answer some of them for all.  We are focusing 
on getting the Remote Learning packs ready so that the 
Kindergarten and Primary families who are self-isolating 
and away from school can continue with their education as 
well as getting ready for online learning in the high school.  
Updates will continue so please check your emails regularly 
and watch out for the invitation to sign up for our Mount 
Barker Waldorf School App.
An education for your child will continue whether at 
school or remotely. Fees are due as usual, however, if 
you are experiencing financial hardship due to the current 
government restrictions on businesses then please email 
our business manager, mlucas@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 
with subject: Covid-19 hardship.  Please use this subject 
line so that your email can be quickly identified. 
Also, if you are choosing for your children to stay at home 
then please be reminded that you are solely responsible for 
their supervision and maintain the self-isolation guidelines. 
Please fill an ED175 form for our records available from the 
front office or on our website. 

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Kindy Enrolments
If you have children already enrolled at the 
school, please note that enrolment of younger 
siblings into kindergarten is not automatic. If 
your child was born in 2017 and you would 
like them to attend kindergarten in 2021, 
application forms must be lodged by Thursday 
9 April to avoid disappointment.
A Kindergarten Information Session will be 
held early in Term 2.
Please contact Deborah Bottin on 8391 0411 
for more information.

https://www.dese.gov.au/news/coronavirus-covid-19 
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus


The Hearth
Term 1 Program 

 
Week  Monday 9 -10am 

Conversations  
Follow-up previous 
workshops 
Library Open 

Tuesday 9 -10am  
Workshops  
Library Open 

Friday 9am-12noon 
MBWS Craft Group 
Library Open 

1 
3/2 
Morning tea in the Living 
Arts Centre. 

4/2 
Welcome 
Cuppa & Chat. 

7/2  
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

2 

10/2  
Ways to support your child 
into Kindergarten. 
Picking calming tea from 
the garden. 

11/2 
Ways to support your child 
into Kindergarten. 
Picking calming tea from 
the garden. 

14/2 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

3 

17/2 
Conversation Mornings. 
Workshop Catch-up. 
Open ended toy making - 
Finger knitting and 
twisties.  

18/2  
Workshop ‘Home Health 
care for your family and 
you.’ with Louise Stewart, 
Bookings required. 

21/2 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat  

4 

24/2  
Conversation Mornings. 
Workshop Catch-up.  

25/2 
The Joy of Fluid Colour 
Simple water colour 
painting. 

28/2 
Craft Group, 
Cuppa & Chat 

5 

2/3  
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up  

3/3 
Creating your world with 
our hands.  
Beeswax modelling. 

6/3 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & chat 
all welcome. 

6 

9/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

10/3  
Celebrating the abundance 
of harvest.  
Getting to know nature’s 
rhythms. 

13/3 
Craft Group,  
Cuppa & Chat 

7 

16/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

17/3 
The light is going.  
Preparing for the Autumn 
festival. 

20/3 
Craft Group, 
Cuppa & Chat 

8 

23/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

24/3 
Free yourself. 
Create a home for 
independent players.  

27/3 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 

9 
30/3 
Conversation Mornings 
Workshop Catch-up 

31/3 
Magical times.  
Story telling with children. 

13/12 
Craft Group 
Cuppa & Chat 
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CANCELLED

CANCELLED

2020 Nominees
Think you should be on the Mount Barker Waldorf School Board? Maybe you’re right! 
To enhance our Board, a cross-section of relevant skills and experience is vital for good governance. We 
are seeking those with backgrounds in law, architecture, planning, marketing, property management, with 
an interest or experience in governance.  
An interest in creative approaches to contemporary governance frameworks and ‘Teal organisations’, 
characterised by self-organisation, self-management and ‘evolutionary purpose’ would be  helpful in our 
ongoing discussions.
Nominees will be interviewed by the Board Appointments Committee and positions will take effect 
30th April 2020 (Mount Barker Waldorf School AGM). Please contact Mount Barker Waldorf School 
Business Manager, Mark Lucas (accounts@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) for a nomination package.

Board News



The preparation for our Autumn festival has been full of 
activity both on the farm, at home and in the kindergarten.  
We just wanted to thank our farmers - Ruth from Yerelina 
for her sweet, juicy biodynamic corn cobs and Mat from 
Pomology for his crunchy gala apples.  
They each have a stall at the Mt Barker Farmers 
Market and generously provided the produce for all 
the kindergartens at a reduced cost.  Thank you to our 
families who have provided an offering from their home 
to help create this beautiful Autumn Tableau.  At the end 
of the festival the children will enjoy choosing one of 
these gifts to take home and share with their family.

Of course the kindergarten children have also been busy 
preparing for the festival day.  After harvesting small 
branches of bay leaves they carefully cut the leaves off 
in readiness for a threading on the festival day.  We know 
you will enjoy adding these leaves to some warming 
soups as the nights get cooler.

Happy Autumn Festival from Leesa, Stephanie, Bec and 
Noriko

Leesa | Kindy Teacher

Kindergarten
Banksia Rose

OSHC

OSHC children look forward to the range of fun activities 
and nutritious food that they experience each day after 
school. Of particular delight has been playing physical, 
creative games in the Gym, playing board games in the 
library, and pancakes. OSHC is very grateful to Emily 
Dallwitz for the donation of a copy of her board game 
Drago’s Dreamland. The service is available 3:15-
6:30pm on school days. This week‘s theme is leaves. 
Please use Mount Barker Waldorf’s Outside School 
Hours Care service. Presently some days are nearly full, 
so be sure to book in and secure a position as soon as 
you can to ensure that your needs are met. Enquiries 
and bookings can be made at OSHC@mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au


