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Our term is well under way and the students are falling back into the 
rhythms of term.  Walking around the school we see students who 
are relaxing into new classrooms and play areas.  They are enjoying 
breathing out into the warm days and increasingly remembering their 
hats without reminders!  I’m sure the school itself has also breathed a 
sigh of relief, happy to have us back once more.  
This year we are keen to see our school values blossom and what better 
way to celebrate them than through the parent teacher nights we have 
at the beginning of term.  I appreciate the connectedness we share as a 
community at these events.  It is exciting to hear of the learning ahead 
and to share in the teacher’s knowledge and experience as they prepare 
us for the next developmental stages of our children.  Thank you to all 
of the parents for your contributions to our community as we begin the 
year and for joining us in such events.  Thank you to all of you who 
have attended working bees, made resources for classrooms and have 

This week...
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9-11am Parent Cafe
9-11am Kindy Library Open
6:30pm Cl 1 P/T Meeting

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe
7pm Cl 12 P/T Meeting 

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open
6:30pm Cl 10 P/T Meeting
6:30pm Cl 11 P/T Meeting

9-11 Craft Group

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe
Cl 6 P/T Meeting “May my soul bloom with love  

for all existence”
Rudolf Steiner

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Assistant Principal Cont.

come to share your deep interest in your children’s schooling.  We are 
very glad to share the journey with you and for all of the support you 
provide!
As I have had the privilege to share in some of the recent parent teacher 
nights, I have heard what great creative learning challenges lie ahead.  
It is inspiring to hear about how the work of our teachers will meet the 
students where they are and prepare them for the future.  How lucky we 
are to have such dedicated teachers.  My thanks goes out to them too.  
Lastly, we are pleased to provide parents with a great resource to keep 
you informed with cyber safety.  I recommend having a look at our 
Parent Cyber Safety Hub to learn about how to keep your child safe 
online.  While this form of connectedness relates more to the upper 
classes, we can all do with support to help our child navigate the 
cyber world when appropriate.  You can find all of the information at  
https://mtbarkerwaldorf.cybersafetyhub.com.au/
Enjoy these last glorious Summer days!

Eleanor Waterford | Acting Assistant Principal

Important Dates
Next Week
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9-11am Parent Cafe
9-11am Kindy Library Open

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open

9-11 Craft Group

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe
6:30pm Class 8 P/T Metting

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENT 2022 - Siblings 
born in 2018.
If you have children already enrolled at the school, 
please note that enrolment of younger siblings 
into kindergarten is not automatic.  If your child 
was born in 2018 and you would like them to attend 
kindergarten in 2022, application forms must be 
lodged by Friday 26  March to avoid disappointment.

A Kindergarten Information Session will be held 
early in Term 2.

Please contact Deborah Bottin on 8391 0411 for more 
information.

We have had several reports of Gastro within the 
school community.  If you, or someone in your family 
is unwell please stay home.  Symptoms include:
• fever
• nausea and vomiting
• stomach cramps
• diarrhoea.

People should not return to school/work for 48 hours 
after symptoms have ceased.

2022 Enrolments 
Medical Alert

Doborah | Registrar Meridy | Administration

https://mtbarkerwaldorf.cybersafetyhub.com.au/


Like all workplaces, Mount Barker Waldorf 
School has a Workplace Health & Safety (WH&S) 
Committee, with its goal being the safety and 
wellbeing of the school’s staff. Whilst this is also 
true for our committee it also takes it further and has 
the safety and wellbeing of everyone at the heart of 
all it’s discussions so that this can be an area that is 
safe for everyone. To do this the committee will now 
be contributing to the newsletter at times throughout 
the year to help inform everyone of particular areas. 
In this newsletter the focus is on car parks and roads 
within the school.

Trees & Car parks
As you are aware, we have a number of large and 
significant trees that have the potential to fall or drop 
large limbs. Luckily, whenever this has happened in 
the past it has been after hours or on weekends and 
has only caused damage to infrastructure. Please, 
when parking consider where you do so in relation 
to these large trees.
Currently, we await the final decision on the 
management of a significant tree close to the ‘Parent 
Space’ building, we need to close off a section of the 
carpark along the fence that encloses this building 
that is potentially in the fall zone.  There will be 
other areas also affected but we are looking at ways 
we can minimise the inconvenience but maintain 
safety. We appreciate that this temporary closure 
may inconvenience members of our community, it is 
the safety of all that has guided this decision.  Please 
take care around this tree, for although some work 
has already been completed, its’ ongoing movement 
continues to be a potential safety hazard. 

Car Parks
Dangerous Places 
In the hustle and bustle of everyday life it seems that 
everyone is in a hurry and as a result, cars are doing 
excessive speeds within the school area. Please 
remember that the speed limit is 5kmh or walking 
pace. Once you enter school grounds it becomes a 
shared space and there are some awfully big cars 
driving around now. I urge you to read the following 
and adjust your driving to cater for the children and 
their safety 
School car parks are a major risk for children and 
we have to do as much as we can to ensure their 

safety. Car parks can be dangerous for a variety of 
reasons, some of which are:
• Everyone is in a hurry and many, especially children 

are tired in the afternoon.
• They are very busy places, with many distractions.
Why then are children at such a high risk:
Children are not “little adults”. They are less well 
developed physically, cognitively and in terms of 
their traffic experience. For example, children:
• are small and can’t see over bushes or parked cars. 

Drivers cannot see them easily, especially in busy 
and active car parks where visibility is reduced due 
to vegetation.

• are constantly on the move and can dart out into 
traffic.

• may believe that if they can see a driver, the driver 
can see them and can stop instantly.

• imitate inappropriate behaviour, especially from 
people they look up to (eg parents or older siblings)

• have trouble judging the speed of cars reliably.
• tend to concentrate for only a short time, and may 

only notice one thing at a time.
• tend to focus on what is in front of them. Unless they 

turn their head, they may not notice cars to the side 
of them

• may behave differently when they are with other 
children, and forget about traffic.

Because of differences like these, while we can 
teach children about road safety, care needs to be 
taken about expecting them to use safe behaviour 
consistently.
What can we do to ensure every child’s safety at 
the school?
1. Slow down!! Speed kills! Even in car parks. And the 

child could be yours or a close friend’s!
2. Watch out!! Children can move very quickly. And 

your reaction time is unlikely to be fast enough.
3. Obey the signs!! Car park signs are there to help you 

and the children. Obey them!
4. Set a good example!! Reinforce the school’s safety 

messages – the life you save might be your own 
child’s.

5. Take time!! Do not rush in and around schools. Time 
gives you flexibility to act properly

WH&S
Safety News



By obeying these few simple rules each day, we 
know that we are doing everything we can to make 
the children here as safe as possible whilst in areas 
used by cars. Please use all pathways and crossings 
rather than walking on the road.

Drop Off / Pick Up Area
Please note that this area was not created as another 
car parking area. There are some safety concerns 
and bad habits that have crept in since this area was 
designated as the drop off / pick up zone. The safety 
concern is that cars are now creating another queue 
alongside the rocks, they should only be next to the 
pathway. By doing this it creates an unnecessary 
hazard as children now have to cross in front of 
other cars to get to the cars parked there. 
The drop off / pick up zone is an area for doing that 
and not for parking which has also crept in over 
time. The idea of the zone is that if your child/ren 
have not arrived after 5 minutes of stopping in this 

area is that you move on and either park or re-join 
the line. By doing this it allows the cars that have 
picked up their child/ren to move through and keep 
the area flowing.
Over the coming weeks, I and other staff members 
will be talking to people about these issues in the 
area. We are just trying to make it as safe as we can 
for everyone.
We understand that parking is restricted within the 
area but if we all do the right thing it can be a much 
safer place for all.

WH&S Continued
Safety News

WH&S Committee

After a very abrupt end to our Playgroup year in 
2020, we have resumed in the past few weeks and 
are again experiencing the joy of being able to meet 
in person. The children have grown and changed 
over the summer months and I marvel at what they 
are capable of now.

This term we are running 6 Playgroups, four mixed 
age groups, one for children turning two and one 
for four and five year olds, which is led by Lilli 
Geraghty on a Friday afternoon.

Late last year some of the work experience students 
from the High School dug us a sandpit.  Watching 
them digging enthusiastically into the hard clay, I 
was struck by what a wonderful community service 
they were providing and am so grateful for what they 
achieved. It has now been filled with sand and the 
children have been enjoying it but the dirt pile that 
was left behind? That is by far the most fascinating 
place to play! 

Playgroup

Anna | Playgroup



Over the past two weeks the kindergarten children 
have been busy on their morning walk harvesting a 
small bunch of lavender from the educational gardens 
near bush kindy.  When the flowers have dried we 
shall remove them from the stalk by rubbing them 
between our hands.  With that process completed we 
look forward to using the dried flowers in a gift for 
someone special in our family.  As we picked we 
sang this song……..

Lavender’s blue, dilly, dilly,
Lavender’s green,

When I am king, dilly, dilly,
You shall be queen.

Call out your men, dilly, dilly,
Set them to work,

Some to the plough, dilly, dilly,
Some to the cart.

Some to make hay, dilly, dilly,
Some to thresh corn,

While you and I, dilly, dilly,
Keep ourselves warm.

The children attending on Friday are finding their 
new rhythm, with an extended walk and a short visit 
to bush kindy and then onto the ash tree for morning 
play.  After each child balances along the log over 
the creek they explore the surrounding environment 
which lends itself to rich and diverse play.  During 
this time there is the opportunity for the children to 
further develop their independence as they partner 
up to take the roll to the office as well as access the 
primary school toilets.  After we enjoy morning 
tea in the Japanese garden, we always pass by the 
canteen to chat to Sophie and Lily and find out what 
yummy treats are on the menu.  From there we head 
back to Banksia Rose for indoor play and the rest of 
our day.
Our parent meeting gave the community the 
opportunity to meet new friends and re-connect 
with those we know well.  We enjoyed learning an 
upcoming morning circle that will be shared with 
the children along with discussing how to support 
the healthy development of the young child.
Recently we celebrated a couple of summer 
birthday’s with Patrick’s turning 6 and Eirlys turning 
5.

Kindergarten
Banksia Rose

Leesa, Stephanie, Hera & Noriko | Kindy Teachers



Our first few weeks in Melaleuca Kindergarten have 
really allowed us to experience the qualities of the 
season! We spend our mornings in the garden with 
new friends and old, absorbing the full light and 
warmth of Summer. We have also enjoyed our inside 
play, artistic activities and rest times, especially 
when we can hear and see the Summer storms from 
our high windows!  
This week, the children re-discovered our much-
loved paddling pool and water well, bringing water 

play that cools and enlivens. Many, many watering 
cans were filled and delivered to our shallow pool 
under our shady trees!  The well provided a wet, 
sandy playground for some very imaginative water 
course designs. While some of our children enjoyed 
the simplicity and joy of just feeling their feet in the 
cool water and sandy holes – such a healing balm 
from nature. 

Kindergarten
Melaleuca

Christy | Kindy Teacher



The school year is well under way. We have enjoyed 
welcoming new students into the kindy, and look 
forward to welcoming the last few, to join us, during 
this week. 
This past week we have been preparing the kindy 
pots for our autumn planting. The children enjoyed 
digging into the earth to look for the bulbs from last 
year. When Autumn falls, the children will each use 
a pot to plant some bulbs they can water and care 
for themselves, until Spring brings the long awaited 
flowers. The children learn to watch and wait, while 

the bulbs are sleeping for the winter, keeping warm 
deep in the earth. 
During our working bee, our outside log circle was 
completed. The children are enjoying this space, 
during our outside morning, where we have been 
sharing morning tea together. With the children, 
we are slowly planting out this area to make it a 
welcoming and lush area of our garden.

Kindergarten
Nightingale

Dimity & Bev | Kindy Teachers



Parent Space

It’s been quite heartwarming to see the parent community 
in action as the space grows. This week, shared enjoyment 
of some of the spray free fruit on offer led to one family’s 
excess fruit going to another family for jam-making, and 
tah-dah! Spiced plum jam is now in stock!
Our pre-loved selection is growing too - we welcome 
donations of quality Waldorf style clothing, toys & 
school items. If you have large or precious items to move 
on, our noticeboard might be a great place to advertise 
these.
We’re enjoying discovering many quiet makers of 
beautiful and practical items within our school, and will 
be featuring some of these soon, as well as workshops on 
low-waste living and worm farming. Perhaps you have 
something to share too? 
*Finally, thankyou to everyone who has suggested name 
ideas for our gathering space and school shop. Below are 
the suggestions that have emerged so far... we’re keen to 
hear which of these are your favourites! And of course, if 
you have new suggestions, this is the last week to bring 
them in or email to us at bec.m.haynes@gmail.com

Honeycomb Cottage 
The Pollen Place
Sunshine Cottage

The Hive
The Old Gum Tree Cottage

The Beehive
Anna’s Cottage

Sunshine & Honey
Beehive Cottage

Rebecca | Parent Space



Community


