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Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,
A few years ago, when the school’s Board renewed our strategic plan, the 
community came together for an unconference – a special process using 
Open Space Technology – designed to elicit our values.  The values that 
arose from that process were: Loving Kindness, Spirit, Connectedness, 
Community, Courage, and Wonder.  Throughout the school different 
areas have been focusing on different values and bringing them to the 
forefront of our interactions.  At the Collegiate Leadership Group each 
week we have a focus on recognising where these values have been seen 
within our community; at the High School Assembly different teachers 
have been talking about what certain values mean to them; the Staff 
unconference at the beginning of the year had the provocative question 
“Do we value our actions, do we action our values?”, and out of this 
there have arisen initiatives that directly relate to our values.
I think it is important that we acknowledge and recommit to these values 
each year; to recognise where they are living in our community right 
now, given all that has passed.  Last year saw a shift in how we relate 
to each other through the rise of Social Justice movements like Black 
Lives Matter, and COVID-19 gave us the opportunity to pull together as 
micro-communities where we looked out for our neighbour, serenaded 
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9-11am Parent Cafe
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe
1:15pm Cl 4-7 Hockey Clinic
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open
Class 12 Scuba Camp
7pm Class 2 P/T Meeting

9-11 Craft Group
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe
Class 12 Scuba Camp
7pm Class 5 P/T Meeting

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

the rest of the street from our balconies, or put the bins out in fancy 
dress.  As we journey together, the world gives us the opportunity to see 
afresh how the values that live within our school can be re-imagined – 
the values themselves do not change, but how they are expressed and 
the opportunities given to us to live them are different.  I challenge you 
to recognise where these values live within your connections to our 
school, and how you play an important role in them.

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Important Dates
Next Week
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9-11am Parent Cafe
6:30pm Cl 1 P/T Meeting

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe
7pm Cl 12 P/T Meeting 

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open
6:30pm Cl 10 P/T Meeting
6:30pm Cl 11 P/T Meeting

9-11 Craft Group

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe\
Cl 6 P/T Meeting

Attendance for all school age students (6-17 years) 
is compulsory. 
Absence from school for Medical Reasons
If your student is absent from school for:
• 2 to 4 days, we require a written explanation and a 

medical certificate.
• 5+ days please complete an Exemption from 

School form (ED175) with a medical certificate 
attached.

Absence from school for Family Reasons / Holidays
For absences of 5+ days please complete an Exemption 
from School Form (ED175) as early as possible and 
at least two weeks prior your intended departure date.
PLEASE NOTE: These are Government 
requirements for all school age children.

We have had several report of Gastro within the 
school community.  If you, or someone in your family 
is unwell please stay home.  Symptoms include:
• fever
• nausea and vomiting
• stomach cramps
• diarrhoea.

People should not return to school/work for 48 hours 
after symptoms have ceased.

Office
Medical Alert

Tania | Administration Meridy | Administration

Parent Information Book
 
Do you have a skill or business you wish to share with the 
school community?  Our Parent Information Book gives you the 
opportunity to do just that.  If you wish to be included, please 
email your details including name, business name, contact details, 
a business logo (JPEG)  and a brief write up of what you do to 
mpearse@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  Closing date for entries 
Wednesday 17 February 2021.



Loving Kindness
Spirit
Connectedness
Community
Courage
Wonder
Participant conversations were caring and
inspiring and we are excited to share the

great values identified in this process
with the whole community 

In 2018,  members of our community, including
parents, teachers, staff, students, alumni,
grandparents and friends came together and
uncovered these values of our school.   

Let’s share these values.



Class four is beginning the year with with the 
creation story from Norse mythology. The vikings 
and their heroic tales of friendship, valour, trickery 
and courage match the children’s high energy this 
age.

Mount Barker Waldorf hosts Glenaeon SA Teacher 
Conference Hub
For several years the Glenaeon Rudolf Steiner 
School in Sydney has a run weeklong January 
Intensive for Primary School teachers. Due to Covid, 
this year the lectures and workshops were offered 
online, and we were encouraged to form ‘Hubs’ of 
teachers in our own States.  Our school hosted the 
South Australian Hub, and we welcomed teachers 
from Trinity Gardens, Sheidow Park, Basket 
Range and Willunga Waldorf School.  Together we 
watched the morning lectures on a large screen, 
then broke into small groups for class specific 
zoom sessions on curriculum, learning support and 
wellbeing.  Participants offered to run face to face 
workshops on Painting (Julie Board), Speech (Jo-
Anne Sarre), Bothmer (Elise Duffield) and Singing 
(Jonathon Waetford). It was wonderful to witness 
the teachers networking and discussing ideas 
together.  A particular highlight was the handwork/
craft teachers from all five schools coming together 
for the first time to discuss their curriculum.  
Leaders from three schools also met together and 

as a result have planned a Professional Learning 
Day midyear for the teachers from the five schools 
to work together.  Many of us left the week feeling 
this was the beginning of greater communication, 
support and networking between the schools.  We 
are geographically spread, but this week showed 
us that we have so much in common and so many 
ways we can work together to strengthen and grow 
Steiner Education in South Australia.   

Class 4

Glenaeon Conference

Emily | Class Teacher

Elise | Acting Assistant Principal



Parent Space

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We would like to announce that our OSHC program 
will be available for children after school once again 
this year, available from Monday to Friday between 
the hours of 3.20pm and 6.30pm. OSHC is available 
for children aged five and up and is a welcoming and 
inclusive service where children of varied ages learn 
to play and socialise confidently together and at 
their own pace in an environment that is supportive 
and familiar. Please contact Lauren and Logan for 
more information or enquiries via email, oshc@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. We wish the community 
a happy and exciting school year ahead and we look 
forward to hearing from you. 

We’ve been very much enjoying seeing new faces 
dropping in for coffee & chat at the cafe mornings. 
We are open Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 
9-11am, so grab some friends and come for a visit. It’s 
also a lovely place to welcome new families into our 
school community. 
As our aim is to be supporting our school community, 
food & drinks at the cafe are available to all, with a 
donation welcomed. We believe that our community has 
the generosity of spirit to ensure fair use of this policy, 
appreciating that your support is what sustains the space. 
As many people no longer carry small change, we are 
working on alternatives, especially as our shop expands 
stock availability. Meanwhile, we are offering $20 ‘Cafe 
Patron’ cards, available to cover all your cafe visits for 
the rest of Term One. Ask for yours next time you’re in!
This week our little shop has some local fruit as well as a 
small selection of pre-loved clothing, shoes and crayon/
pencil rolls, and wet weather gear and small craft items 
will be coming soon. If you have good quality school or 
Waldorf-style items your family no longer need, please 
consider donating them to be reused.
If you’re interested in getting involved with managing 

and developing the space, our next committee meeting 
is on Monday 22 February at 10.30am. Volunteers to 
help with opening up the cafe, gardening, making items 
for sale or running workshops are always welcome too 
- email bec.m.haynes@gmail.com or drop in when the 
cafe is open.
See you soon!
* Yes, we are still searching for a name! Some suggestions 
have been added to our cafe noticeboard already - we’d 
love to hear yours!

OSHC

Lauren and Logan | OSHC

Kylie
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