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Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,
Last week was a beautiful beginning to the year with such a poignant 
Rose Ceremony.  I am reliably informed that Peramangk wisdom says a 
meeting that ends with a shower of rain is blessed, and as our school is 
built upon Permangk land I take that as a good sign.  The first community 
event of the year is a model for the rest of the year; It had a real feeling 
of lightness and joy, and my hope is that we can all take this feeling with 
us in our hearts for the year.
Week One of term always seems to be the hardest.  By Wednesday, the 
early morning starts and new routines have worn you down and it feels 
like the weekend should have started, and by Friday everyone is grumpy 
and snappy (at least in my household).  I’m really looking forward to re-
acclimatising the ‘school muscles’ that have lapsed over the Christmas 
break and settling into some semblance of rhythm and routine.  This 
week we throw an extra challenge at Primary School as classes 2-5 go 
swimming each day.  I know they will be extra tired by the end of the 
week, but they will come back twice as strong and resilient!
As the term begins so too do the Class meetings.  Over the next few 
weeks we have the opportunity as parents to connect as our own 
community and to hear from our teachers some of the developmental 
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9-11am Parent Cafe
11am Cl 2 & 4 Swimming
1pm Cl 3 & 5 Swimming
7pm Cl 4 P/T Meeting

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe
11am Cl 2 & 4 Swimming
1pm Cl 3 & 5 Swimming
7pm Kindy P/T Meeting

9am Speech
11am Cl 2 & 4 Swimming
1pm Cl 3 & 5 Swimming
6:45pm Cl 3 P/T Meeting

9-11 Craft Group
11am Cl 2 & 4 Swimming
1pm Cl 3 & 5 Swimming

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe
11am Cl 2 & 4 Swimming
1pm Cl 3 & 5 Swimming

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

challenges and learning that our students will be going through.  It is also 
an opportunity for the school to hear what is living in the community 
and for you to be proactive in working on the social/emotional skills 
and interactions of the class.  I particularly enjoy hearing the similar 
journeys, trials and triumphs that other parents are going through.  
Sometimes we need to know we are not alone, and be inspired by how 
someone else has overcome a certain challenge.  I highly recommend 
you make the time to attend.
Keep well, and look out for those precious few hot days left to the end 
of summer.

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Important Dates
Next Week
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9-11am Parent Cafe
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe
1:15pm Cl 4-7 Hockey Clinic
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open
Class 12 Scuba Camp
7pm Class 2 P/T Meeting

9-11 Craft Group
Class 12 Scuba Camp

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Parent Cafe
Class 12 Scuba Camp
7pmClass 5 P/T Meeting

Attendance for all school age students (6-17 years) 
is compulsory. 
Absence from school for Medical Reasons
If your student is absent from school for:
• 2 to 4 days, we require a written explanation and a 

medical certificate.
• 5+ days please complete an Exemption from 

School form (ED175) with a medical certificate 
attached.

Absence from school for Family Reasons / Holidays
For absences of 5+ days please complete an Exemption 
from School Form (ED175) as early as possible and 
at least two weeks prior your intended departure date.
PLEASE NOTE: These are Government 
requirements for all school age children.

We have had several report of Gastro within the 
school community.  If you, or someone in your family 
is unwell please stay home.  Symptoms include:
• fever
• nausea and vomiting
• stomach cramps
• diarrhoea.

People should not return to school/work for 48 hours 
after symptoms have ceased.

Office
Medical Alert

Tania | Administration Meridy | Administration

Parent Information Book
 
Do you have a skill or business you wish to share with the 
school community?  Our Parent Information Book gives you the 
opportunity to do just that.  If you wish to be included, please 
email your details including name, business name, contact details, 
a business logo (JPEG)  and a brief write up of what you do to 
mpearse@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  Closing date for entries 
Wednesday 17 February 2021.



 
 
 
8 February 2021 
 
Dear MBWS Community members, 
 
As you know, last year we were very pleased to launch our school’s Reconciliation 
Action Plan to guide our school’s Reconciliation work.  Our RAP aims to support our 
MBWS community in developing an educational environment that fosters higher levels 
of knowledge and pride in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories cultures and 
contributions. Through our RAP, we commit to strengthening relationships, respect 
and opportunities in the classroom, around our school and with the community.  
 
Developing our RAP was a long-term commitment that required ongoing consideration 
and collaborative effort. Within our community and with the support of Steiner 
Education Australia we drew on the unique knowledge and valuable experience of 
staff, students and community members and endeavored to reflect these in the Actions 
that we committed to in our RAP.  One year on, we are now reviewing our RAP 
progress, redrafting our RAP for 2021 and reconnecting to our commitments. 
Therefore, to ensure our RAP creates meaningful and sustainable change, we would 
like to seek your support. This letter is a call to action for community members to 
express their interest in helping to drive our RAP development and implementation 
journey.  
 
If you would like to be involved in any way with the development and ongoing 
implementation of our RAP, including being part of the RAP Working Group, please 
get in touch with the RAP chair, Jeremy Board via  
jeboard@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  We meet twice a term on Thursdays in Weeks 
2 and 7.  Our first RAP Working group meeting is this Thursday! 
 
To learn more about Reconciliation Australia’s Narragunnawali program and RAP 
development process, you may also like to visit: 
www.reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali  
 
Kind regards, 
Eleanor Waterford 
On behalf of the RAP Working Group  
 



Welcome to another year of Parent Craft at our school!

Last year was a difficult year for many, with limited opportunities to gather in groups. Parent Craft had 
many weeks where we could not sit together and stitch, and while many of us continued to make craft at 
home, there was a feeling that it wasn’t the same as when we could be together.
We are all looking forward to a new year, with new faces welcome to join us as we continue what has been 
a long-held tradition at this school. The gathering of parents/grandparents to make beautiful handmade toys 
of natural materials.

We gather together to promote community, where cups of tea are had, and conversations abound. The craft 
we make is sold at the school’s annual Spring Fair to raise funds to give back to the school.
No experience is necessary, we have many parents who come weekly and are happy to share their years of 
knowledge around making crafts. We welcome new ideas, so feel free to bring something to show and share 
with us!  All materials are supplied for you to create something wonderful or feel free to bring your own.
We look forward to seeing some new faces this year.

When: Each Friday 9am-1130am
Where: The old Playgroup Room
What to bring: Morning Tea for yourself, anything you are working on.

Parent Craft

We began the kindy year with our working bee. It is 
always wonderful to see the children after the long 
summer break and to welcome our new families as 
we work together to ready the room and the garden. 
Thank you to all the families for helping to make 
our space welcoming for our first day.

During the first week we had a small kindergarten 
family as just the returning children joined us. It 
allows time for the children to remember each other 
and to remember our space and how we do things.
We are looking forward with great anticipation to 
our new friends joining us. In the coming weeks we 
will welcome Cooper, Lego, Marli, Riley, Matilda, 
Kai, Toby and Elijah and their families to our 
kindergarten.

Kindergarten
Nightingale

Dimity | Kindy Teacher

Kylie



All of our Blossoms (6 year olds) & Buds (5 
year olds) have returned with vigour and are well 
immersed into the kindergarten rhythm.  I look 
forward to observing each of them as they extend 
their hands in friendship to the incoming children 
into the kindergarten.  Already Hugo and Greta, 
our two new Blossoms have been included into the 
play and supported through our daily rhythm as 
they transition into kindergarten life.  Over the next 
couple of weeks we shall welcome Eirlys, Orlando, 
Felix, Carlo, Ava, Poppy, Lottie and Harriet. 
After our morning walk the children eagerly engage 
in outdoor play - busying themselves in the sandpit, 
exploring the garden, checking for eggs and getting 
up close with the guinea pigs. After morning circle 
and morning tea our lively indoor play has included 
building cubbies, sail boats various dramatic play 
scenarios, shoe polishing and making bread rolls.  

                                
             

During the afternoon programme the children have 
been learning some new wool craft - in particular 
twisty ties for their sleeping and craft bags along 
with rolling balls of wool, tomboy knitting and 
pompoms/spring chicks.     

There are a few dates for your diary – 
Wednesday February 10 – Parent/Teacher Meeting, 
7-8.30pm
Monday March 8 – No Kindergarten
Tuesday March 16 – Kindergarten Photo’s 
Thursday March 18 – Autumn Festival 8.50am-
12.30pm
Friday April 9 – Autumn Trading Table 11am-2pm

Thankyou to all the families who were able to 
join us for our working bee at the beginning of the 
kindergarten year.  Such joy to see a community 
work together and support the early childhood 
space in readiness for the children.  My experience 
has been that when children observe their parents 
engaging in activities that support the kindergarten/
school, they begin to develop a sense of ownership 
to the space.  We look forward to planting in the new 
garden bed outside our picture window, a space that 
offers the opportunity for the children to observe 
the plants and animals as they interact with the 
environment.  Already I have seen two wattle birds 
drinking and splashing in the sprinkler under the 
almond tree along with a magpie digging for worms 
in the mulch.

Welcome to Hera Byard into the role of educator 
four mornings each week, the children have been 
a great support sharing their knowledge of our 
kindergarten as she navigates her way through our 
menu and rhythm.

Kindergarten
Banksia Rose

Leesa, Stephanie & Noriko | Kindy Teachers



If you happen to be walking down the path from 
the Kindy carpark towards Class 1 & 2, and glance 
over the wire fence towards the Early Childhood 
building, you might notice a newly established 
tumble of rocks and river pebbles meandering down 
the slope, skirting the children’s log sitting circle, 
and terminating in a widening format that might, if 
it held water, be recognisable as a pond. Instead, it 
holds rocks and river pebbles.

This ‘watercourse’ wending its way to the ‘pond’ was 
built as part of a Landscape Working Group (LWG) 
project to provide wet weather drainage, with funds 
from a 2019 grant provided by Bushmans Tanks 
through Landcare Australia, for a Native & Sensory 
Garden with Dry Stream.  

A dry stream is both a functional drainage system 
and a landscaping feature, directing the flow of 
water in the rainy season, allowing it to seep into 
the subsoil of trench and pond, and providing a 
rocky, pebbly landscape feature all year round. The 
unseasonably heavy rain on the weekend just past, 
was a good test for our new drainage system, which 
seems to have worked without a hitch. 

The surface rocks and stones conceal a layered 
system, created as follows (check the images to see 
some of the process and the finished product):
1. Following the contours of the land, dig a trench 

or swale. (For run-off here in SA, it needn’t be 
too deep and wide – but if our school was in rainy 
tropical north Queensland it would be a different 
matter!)

2. Keep it free of loose dirt and clay and stones 
along the bottom and around the sides as you dig. 
(So the water flow is not obstructed, and soil isn’t 
washed back into the stones when it rains)

3. Check that the depth along the length of the 
trench increases! (if the swale doesn’t slope, the 
water won’t run)

4. Next, line with strong, non-woven landscape 
fabric suitable for drainage systems (this will stop 
weeds from growing up and clogging the system, 
and when wrapped and pinned over the top of 
the bottom layer of stone, stops leaves, loose dirt 
and mud from dropping into that crucial bottom 
layer)

5. Tip many, many wheelbarrows full of 20cm 
screenings into the lined trench until it’s almost 
full and into the bottom of the lined 1 metre deep 
pond. (screenings… gravelly stone with sharp 
edges that ‘grab’ and don’t move too much, 
providing a stable base. Once this bottom layer 
is in, wrap across the top and hammer in special 
spikes to hold the landscape fabric in place)

6. Get the wheelbarrows working again. Tip river 
pebbles on top of the wrapped screenings and 
spread to about 2 inches deep (bringing the stone 
up to the ‘banks’ of the stream).

Landscape Working Group



7. Finally, create rocky banks and fill up crevices 
and cover landscape fabric with river pebbles 
and the big rocks. (Thanks Daryl and Simon for 
the trolley you left for us in the holidays – we 
couldn’t have moved those big rocks without it. 
Thanks also to generous donors, Wendy & Sean 
Tunn, and Ellie & Ollie Ningelgen for large rocks 
gathered over the past year for the dry stream). 

The digging started in small doses in October, and 
by early December I had the swale and a pond ready 
for their rocky layers. That’s when more muscle was 
needed to help carry, lift and place several tonnes of 
big and smaller rock. Many thanks to Milton Mellor, 
Dan Hockin, Giulius Canteri, Saul Mellor and 
Olivia Mellor for their help at various times through 
the summer holidays, and to Kindy parents on the 
Saturday morning before school started. It wouldn’t 
have happened without you all. 

Let’s not forget the native and sensory garden 
around the stream, planted in the latter months of 
2019, most of it during a Kindergarten and LWG 
working bee in August 2019 and by LWG members 
in the months following. Although our dry stream 
looks a bit dry and stony right now, we’ll continue 

to plant shrubs, groundcovers, sedges, rushes and 
grasses, fruiting plants and aromatic mints, along 
its banks and among the rocks; and also add to the 
small number of apples and pears planted nearby. 
Stop by the Kindy fence and have a look. And if 
you’re interested in some gardening, we’d love to 
help you with that! Email Dan at mbws.landscape@
gmail.com and let him know.

Doreen Mellor | Landscape Working Group

Landscape Working Group
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February 2021 
OUR PROGRAM DATE TIME 
Circle of Security Parenting Program 
Nairne Primary School - 83886116 

commencing 
Wednesday 27 Jan 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

reVamp 
Creating wonderful gifts for Valentine’s Day 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:  9.30am to 4.00pm 
Wed:  10.00am to 3.00pm 

Women’s Information Service 
Volunteer training                  free 

commencing 
Monday 1 Feb 9.00am – 2.00pm 

Young Women’s Employment Support Program 
10 week program                   free 

commencing 
Wednesday 10 Feb 4.00pm – 6.00pm 

Ageing Well Within Your Community 
Lia Parsons 0409089029                  free 

commencing 
Thursday 4 Feb 1.00pm – 3.30pm 

Provide First Aid – HLTAID004 
Accredited course including CPR, Asthma & Anaphylaxis 
components 

Friday 12 Feb 8.30am – 5.30pm 

Introduction to Computers 
7 sessions                   free 

commencing  
Friday 19 Feb 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Using Microsoft Word – must know how to use a computer 
– 7 sessions                   free 

commencing 
Wednesday 24 Feb 12.30pm – 3.30pm 

Introduction to Mindfulness and Resilience 
Four week program 

commencing 
Thursday 25 Feb 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

Kimchi Workshop Saturday 27 Feb 10.00am – 12.00pm 

‘The Secret Garden’ Fringe performance by Ink Pot 
Arts – Duck Flat Community Garden 

Saturday 6 Mar 
& 

Sunday 7 Mar 
afternoon sessions 

Biochar for Beginners 
Duck Flat Community Garden 

Saturdays 
13 & 20 Mar 10.00am – 12.00pm 

 

our vision:  a connected and inclusive community 
 
 
 

 

  like and share us on 

Facebook    

 www.mtbcc.org.au  
     83912747   
     enquiries@mtbcc.org.au 
some events can be booked online:  
       

3 Dumas St  Mount Baker  SA  5251 
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