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Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,
These last few days of term are like the last few days of summer that 
seem to keep lingering on into the autumn!  With only four days to 
go, and after an extended long-weekend, one would think these might 
be lost days for learning, but these are some of the most important.  
The time taken to review what has been learnt through the term and 
consolidate is as essential as the practise.  We teach subjects with a 
‘golden thread’ of understanding woven through them, and sometimes 
it takes right to the last days for this thread to be ‘revealed’ and made 
sense of.  The students gather all the experiences and knowledge they 
have encountered and build an understanding that is greater than the 
sum of the parts.  This is the magic of our education.  And then we have 
a rest, so that we can begin again to fire our students with the power of 
imagination, help them to have courage for the truth, and sharpen their 
feelings of responsibility of soul.

This week...

“Only when I follow my love for my objective is it I myself who act.”
R.SteinerM
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9-11am Parent Cafe
9-11am Kindy Library Open
10am Class 11 Modern  
Olympics with Willunga

9am Yoga
9-11am Parent Cafe

9am Speech
9-11am Kindy Library Open

9-11 Craft Group
12:10pm Flag Ceremony

Last Day Term 1
School finishes 12:35pm

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
EASTER MONDAY

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

It is with sadness that I inform you that Katie Lees, our IT administrator 
has resigned from her position.  She is moving to an exciting position 
with Worklocker where she can more strongly utilize her graphic design 
skills.  I would like to acknowledge and thank Katie for all the work she 
has done for our school over the last few years.  Stepping into a newly 
created role is always difficult and she has done it with skill, a wealth 
of expert knowledge, calmness and reliability, we wish her well on her 
next adventure.
Have a safe and relaxing break and we will see you all next term!

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Important Dates
Next Week
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FRONT OFFICE OPEN 

9AM-3PM

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FRONT OFFICE OPEN 

9AM-3PM

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FRONT OFFICE OPEN 

9AM-3PM

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FRONT OFFICE OPEN 

9AM-3PM

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FRONT OFFICE OPEN 

9AM-3PM

Lost Property
A pair of pink and black children’s glasses 

have been handed in to the front office. 

School Bus Service

Please make sure that your child’s Metrocard has 
sufficient funds for travel.
Since the early 1980s, Mount Barker Waldorf School 
students have been very fortunate to be able to access 
a very reasonably priced public bus service to and from 
our school, and over the years hundreds of our students 
have used this service on a regular or intermittent 
basis.   As the person who has done afternoon bus duty 
very consistently during that time, I have been able to 
observe firsthand things such as students’ attitudes 
to the drivers of the buses and whether they respect 
the space by not putting their feet on the seats, using 
inappropriate language, or discarding food scraps on the 
floor.  A worrying trend that has emerged (perhaps due 
to COVID and cash not being accepted by the drivers) is 
an increasingly cavalier attitude toward paying to board 
the bus by ensuring that they always have their ‘charged 
up’ bus passes with them at all times.  I have witnessed 

multiple students essentially having a ‘free’ ride, and the 
excuses they proffer would not stand up to an inspector’s 
questioning (I’m told the fine is $220).  Whilst the 
bus drivers acknowledge that our school students are 
generally well behaved and responsible about paying, it 
never sits comfortably with me when so many students 
rely on the drivers’ ‘duty of care’ to them, which means 
they won’t turn the students away.
I am asking that you please keep the bus passes in credit, 
and perhaps even have a conversation with your son or 
daughter about how invaluable the bus service is for 
our school.  This will raise their consciousness about 
‘doing the right thing’.  So many students simply would 
be unable to attend our school if this service were not 
available.
Thank you for your support and attention to this issue.

Robyn | High School Teacher



Firstly, a warm welcome to two new Board 
members, Emily Burrows and Peter Follett, 
who were appointed in mid-March. Emily is an 
alumnus of the school and a parent of students in 
Class 4 and Class 6. Peter is the grandparent of 
a Kindergarten child. Both bring valuable skills, 
experience and commitment to the Board and 
its role in supporting the school’s educational 
work.
We are very keen to hear from others interested 
in contributing to the work of our school Board, 
to begin their terms at the next AGM on 20 May 
2021.  Please contact Business Manager, Mark 
Lucas (mlucas@ mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) 
for a nomination package, or to speak with him 
about the work of the Board.

These words below, are from the late Francis 
Edmunds, a deeply respected UK educator and 
pioneer of Waldorf education in the English-
speaking world, and one of our school’s early 
mentors.

The aim is to educate our children to be positive 
towards others, resolute in themselves, thoughtful 
in observation and self-expression and to pursue 
all this with enthusiasm, and with faith in the 
striving qualities of humankind. To do this is to 
ennoble the mind, to fire the imagination, fortify 
the will, and quicken the initiative for positive 
action in life. Francis Edmunds (Essentials of 
Rudolf Steiner Education, pp 17-18).

Board News

Job Vacancy

Doreen Mellor | Co-Chair of the Board

The school seeks applications for the following position:  

IT Technician and Admin Support (0.6-1.0 FTE depending on skill set)

The successful applicant will be experienced in supporting IT use in an educational setting with 
admin experience a bonus. Related qualifications including a University education and ability to 
problem solve with children essential. Knowledge of a variety of software programs including PC 
School and Indesign a plus, a graphic design background would be well suited. You will be able to 
use a variety of equipment, excel at troubleshooting problems in a timely manner and patience to 
support adults with limited knowledge. A WWCC and RAN certificates are required.
To apply please send us your a cover letter, CV, and three references to the Acting Principal, Liam 
Waterford at lwaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. 
If you have any questions, please call 08 8391 0411.

Applications closing date is Monday 19 April with starting date Tuesday 27 April, 2021.



Friday April 9
11 am - 2 pm 

By the Living Arts Centre 
(on the school oval)

Craft ~Autumn produce ~ Plants ~ Food

2nd hand clothes & toys



RAFFLE ~ $2 per ticket
Tickets available for purchase at the sign-in tables, on the day.

“BEACH PLAY”

2 x Hand-dyed, 100% silk cloths.

1 x Carved wooden sailboat.

1 x Wooden person with a fishing
pole.

1 x Half-clam and 2 x  pearly shells.

8 x Sea creatures: 100% wool felt
bodies (hand-dyed), stuffed with
woollen fleece and hand-stitched
with cotton thread; 2 x fish; 1 x each;
crab, turtle, shark, dolphin, seahorse
and starfish.

1 x Piece of driftwood.

Raffle drawn at the conclusion of the Autumn Trading Table, Friday 9 April. Winner to be notified by phone.



We have welcomed two new guinea pigs 
to kindergarten. Our original guinea pigs, 
Possum and Silky are still with us and have 
been enjoying a new cage down on the grass 
in front of Banksia Rose and Melaleuca. 

The children in Nightingale Kindergarten 
have been enjoying our new guinea pigs, 
Dom and Honey, on our verandah. Dom was 
very kindly given to us by Haizea and her 
family and Honey came to be a friend for 
Dom.

It has been lovely to see children from all of 
our kindergartens interact with one another 
as they meet our new friends and have 
cuddles with them, pick grass for them and 
care for them.

Kindergarten
Nightingale

Dimity | Kindergarten Teacher



During the last week we enjoyed an Easter 
experience in the kindergarten, through story 
and activity.  Each of the children made a 
wet felted Easter egg that consisted of lots 
of rolling and rubbing white and coloured 
fleece onto a Sheoak conker.  This was then 
placed into a basket constructed from one of 
their paintings with a packet of dried apples.  

Three weeks ago the children each washed 
then polished two apples, pressed out the 
star within to hang in the room for drying.  
On Thursday - Hera, Livvy, Greta and Elon 
transformed our kindy bread rolls into 
Bunnies, so each of us could enjoy Bunny 
Bread for lunch.

Kindergarten
Banksia Rose

Lisa | Kindergarten Teacher



Class 8
Sailing & Cycling Camp



Class 9 have been very creative this term weaving their magic to create these beautiful 
baskets in Basket Weaving.  They made the frames with fruit tree prunings from school and 
used a variety of local plant fibres to weave with.

Class 9
Basket Weaving

Sue | High School Teacher



In lieu of the usual Canberra trip, Class 9 
recently completed a trio of excursions as a 
part of their Australian History Main Lesson. 

The first day was a walking tour with 
explanation of significant Kaurna sites along 
the Torrens River. This day was lead by Frank 
Wanganeen, a Kaurna elder who generously 
shared his personal story including the 
rediscovery of the Kaurna language and 
culture in adulthood after a lost and stolen 
youth.

Our second visit went to the Army Museum of 
South Australia at Keswick. Students broke 
into small working groups and heard from 
returned servicemen who spoke on World 
War 1 and 2, the Vietnam War and what 
daily life was like. A highlight for many was 
hearing about the Australian use of sniffer 

dogs being lowered from helicopters during 
the Vietnam War.

On our final excursion we explored 
Aboriginal culture at the museum as well as 
the colonial and political underpinnings of 
our democracy and federation at the Centre 
of Democracy.

Class 9
Australian History Main Lesson

Bec | Main Lesson Teacher



Community

 

 

bookings essential for all events 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
April 2021 
OUR PROGRAM DATE TIME 
Biochar for Beginners 
Duck Flat Community Garden 

Tuesdays 
23 & 30 Mar 10.00am – 12.00pm 

Resumé Writing                free Tuesday 23 Mar 10.00am – 12.00pm 

Top Hat Forum – ‘Healthy Active Together’ 
networking opportunity for community groups with members 
over 50 yrs.  New members welcome!                            free 

Wednesday 31 Mar 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Cooking pizza and brownies        Age: 10+ Tuesday 13 Apr 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Bike Maintenance Workshop      Age:  10+ Friday 16 Apr 11.00am – 1.00pm 

Henna Design Workshop                 Age:  10 - 15 Friday 16 Apr 12.00pm – 2.00pm 

Dungeons and Dragons – beginners 
Game Lobby     Age: 12 - 15 Sunday 18 Apr 2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Creative Writing Program – monthly Wednesday 28 Apr 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Nairne Nifty Fifties Plus 
Nairne Soldiers Memorial Hall 

Fortnightly Tuesdays 11.00am – 2.00pm 

Basket Weaving and Self-Care Program  
Brukunga Hall                              free Tues 11 May 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Basket Weaving and Self-Care Program 
Mount Barker Community Centre                           free Thursday 13 May 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Women’s Information Service          Mondays      Fridays 
9.00am to 4.30pm       9.00am to 4.00pm 

Introduction to Mindfulness and Resilience 
4 week program 

commencing 
Tuesday 8 Jun 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

our vision:  a connected and inclusive community 
 
 
 

 

  like and share us on 

Facebook    

 www.mtbcc.org.au  
     83912747   
     enquiries@mtbcc.org.au 
some events can be booked online:   

mtbcc.eventbrite.com 3 Dumas St  Mount Baker  SA  5251 


