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Term 4 - Week 8 - December 2019

Class of 2020 move into the IRCImportant Dates
This week...
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Dear Parents and Friends,
In preparation for 2020, year groups have started moving classrooms. Last 
week the Class 12 2019 students cleared up the Innovation Resource Centre 
(IRC) to finish off the year in the Living Arts Centre to practise their final play 
performance, “Une Femme Sensible”. The Class 12 Play will be performed 
next week, Monday to Thursday at 7pm in the Living Arts Centre.  
Students of Class 12 2020 moved in to the IRC and brought with them a 
marvellous array of artwork, plants and smiles. I wish to thank this year’s 
Class 12s for being the first class to fill the new space with inspirational 
work and establishing a great culture of learning within it.  I look forward 
to experiencing the contributions of the Class 12 students of 2020 in the new 
year.
As the year comes to an end, I reflect on the many events that we have had.  
It was a year of celebration of 40 years for the Mount Barker Waldorf School 
and 100 years for Waldorf education. I wish to thank the 40/100 Committee 
and their efforts to bring the community together in several events through the 
year.  We gathered together at the beginning of the year BBQ, boogied in the 

“Life belongs to the living, and he who lives 
must be prepared for changes.”

by Goethe
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9.00am Parent Yoga in  
Eurythmy Room
3:30pm Orchestra with Kai
Cl 4 Warrawong Camp

9:00am Kindy Library open
Cl 4 Warrawong Camp
6.30pm Cl 2 Social gathering
6.45pm Cl 1 Parent Meeting
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9am Parent Craft 
Cl 4 Warrawong Camp
2:30pm Volunteers Afternoon Tea
3:30pm Birthday Celebrations

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

70s dance and tested our trivia knowledge at the Quiz night. 
The final Birthday celebration is on this Friday, 6 December, 3:30-6:30pm.At 
this birthday party, we hope to unveil a Student Scholarship as a gesture of 
good will to remember this year. More information about the scholarship and 
how students can apply will be available soon. Please join us this Friday for 
our Birthday Celebration on the oval, in front of the LAC.
We will hold the Rose ceremony on the last day of school, 13 December at 
11:15am on the Eurythmy lawns. Please join us to farewell Class 12 of 2019.   
School ends at 12:30pm.
Our annual parent survey is now open till Monday, 16 December for your 
input.  Please click on the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
LYMC6V5 .  Your feedback is appreciated.

Important Dates
Next Week
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7pm Cl 12 Play
10:30am Cl 7 cross oval to HS

7pm Cl 12 Play
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9am Parent Yoga in  
Eurythmy Room
12pm HS Sports Day
3:30pm Orchestra with Kai
7pm Cl 12 Play

8:50am Kindy Summer Festival
7pm Cl 12 Play
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9am Parent Craft
11:15am Rose Ceremony
Spring Fair Submissions Close 

LAST DAY Term 4 
12:30pm SCHOOL FINISH

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

SAVE THE DATE  
Friday 6 December 2019: Mount Barker Waldorf School Birthday 
celebrations this coming 06 December 3:30 – 6:30 pm on the oval.  Join in 

the games and enjoy the BBQ.  Cost $10 for family of 4.  All welcome. 

SCHOOL PHONE OUT OF ORDER
Please be advised our phone line is currently out of order. You can contact the 
school via office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au or if your query is urgent; 

you can call this temporary mobile number 0482 797 320.

For further information on the above alerts, please visit 
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au

Front Office - Health

Gastroenteritis
Please we aware we have been notified of several cases 
of Gastroenteritis (Gastro) within the school community.
Symptoms for gastro can include some or all of the 
following: vomiting, diarrhea, nausea (feeling sick in the 
stomach), stomach pains, fever,  headaches, no appetite.
If your student or any member of your family has gastro, 
it is important to at stay home (away from work, school or 
childcare) until the symptoms have been gone for at least 
24 hours.  People within the community handling food or 
looking after children, the elderly, or patients, should not 
return to work until 48 hours after the symptoms have 
stopped.The best prevention is good hand hygiene 

Scabies
Please be aware we have been notified of a recent case 
of scabies in the Kindergarten.  Scabies is a highly 
infectious skin condition caused by the scabies mite.  
The time between infection and symptoms is between 
1 and 6 weeks. Scabies is predominantly spread through 
skin on skin contact but can also spread through bedding, 
clothing etc.  People with mites need to be excluded from 
school/care facilities and may return on the day following 
the correct treatment protocol.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LYMC6V5
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LYMC6V5


Landscape
Working Group

It has been a busy year for the Landscape Working Group, 
thanks to hard work by parents, teachers and community 
members who helped plant and weed and dig; and our 
members – Dan Hockin, Sue Catlow, Jeremy Board, 
Willow Meline, Daryl Jinette and Kerry Jones. 
We’ve successfully applied for two grants, provided a 
detailed Report to the Board outlining background and 
intentions, instigated two Working Bees, met each month, 
and in between times, planted hundreds of trees and 
shrubs obtained through the grants. An Environmental 
Grant from Mount Barker District Council was aimed at 
revegetation of parts of the school grounds with plants 
indigenous to this area. The second grant, a Junior 
Landcare Grant funded by Bushman Tanks, focuses 
on planting out an area beside the new Early Learning 
Centre, and creating a dry stream to help winter drainage 
and providing a beautiful feature in the garden all year 
round.
To keep you in the loop about what we’re doing and what 
is inside all those tree guards around the school grounds, 
we thought we would feature a plant each week, bringing 
awareness to our native flora and fauna, and their links 
to our local environment. Dan has prepared the first one, 
which you’ll find below.

Native Plant of the Week
This week’s plant is Bursaria spinosa, commonly called 
Christmas Bush. Its name is derived from ‘bursa’ for 
the bag or purse shaped seeds it has, and ‘spinosa in 
reference to the spines often present on the branches.

It can be found all over the Mt Lofty Ranges and further 
afield across SA and TAS. It is a large shrub, with small 
spines, and has small cream flowers in early summer, 
with a lovely fragrance. 
Indigenous uses include using the wood for boomerangs, 
with the plant being referred to as geapga or kurwan 
(Dharawal).  
At our school we have planted it in our identified wildlife 
corridors as an understory plant.  It will provide vital 
habitat for small birds such as the Honeyeaters and 
Pardelotes as well as butterflies.  It has also been found 
to be naturally fire retardant.  There is also a mature 
specimen in the Playgroup gardens.

Doreen Mellor | Chair, Landscape Working Group

Class 12 Play

Make sure you put aside an evening next week to come and see the Class 12’s ‘last hurrah’, an adaptation of a French 
play that we have entitled ‘Une Femme Sensible’… ‘nothing is ever so wrong in the world that a sensible woman 
can’t set it right in the course of an afternoon.’  We think you will enjoy the humour that overlays the serious themes; 
and as for the characters – well, prepare to be delighted and entertained.  

Monday 9 to Thursday 12 December 
at 7pm in the Living Arts Centre 

Robyn | Class 12 Play Teacher







Community

 
 

 
 

 

 

Ticklish  
Allsorts Show 

 

10.30am 
Mount Barker 
Town Hall 
 Street Party 

12.00noon 
Stephen Street  

Laneway 
 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 
For more details about this event and to book in, go to 

mbcl-eventbrite.com.au or phone the library on 8393 6400 
 

Freepik.com
 

Wednesday 18 December 
                              2019 
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A platform for young artists in the community 
to express and showcase their artform.

free entry

‘TheBreakUp’

Friday Dec 13th 4-8 pm

Cozy lounge spaces | live music by young artists in the community 
Food and drinks available to purchase from The Barker pop-up stall  
hair + makeup station | Henna Tattoos | craft stalls | All welcome!

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/TheBreakUp2019/



Process 

Spring Fair
Fund Allocation

A year has passed and we have hosted another wonderful 
Spring Fair. Thank you for all that you have contributed: 
your time, your ideas, your baking, your crafting 
skills, your money and so much more! The Spring 
Fair was a great success and we are in the process of 
determining where the funds raised (around $22,000) 
will be allocated. To find out which areas are in most 
need we have consulted the Master Strategic Plan to 
make sure the funds are spent wisely.  Firstly, a school 
van. The previous van broke down some time ago and 
the money from the insurance claim ($11,000) was not 
enough to purchase another. Secondly, Early Childhood 
Landscaping. Although we have been successful in 
receiving a grant for plants earlier this year this area 
in the Early Childhood precinct is not complete yet. 
Thirdly, a concept plan for an Adventure Playground. 

This playground is planned for the upper Primary School 
next to the current ball court and spider. Fourthly, event 
equipment like coffee machine, cups etc. Currently we 
need to hire coffee machines when events are hosted  at 
school, investing in a machine could be used at all school 
events in future instead of being outsourced. Lastly, 
Reconciliation Action Plan activities. 
We ask that you vote for one of these suggestions on the 
Spring Fair Allocation Submission Form and return it to 
the office by December 13th. We will then allocate the 
funds to the item with the majority vote. Also, could you 
please list your ideas for Spring Fair fundraising monies 
in 2020. This will give us a goal to work towards to 
before the event.
Thanking you for your support & ideas.

Caroline Craddock



 

Spring Fair 2019 Fundraising Allocation Submission Form 

13 December 2019

Name 
Email 
Phone 
Postal Address 

Connection to the School? ✓

Suggestion Reason 


