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9am Eurythmy
9-11am Beehive Cafe

Important Dates
This week...

9-11am Beehive Cafe
6pm High School Information 
Night

9am Parent Yoga
9-11am Beehive Cafe
1pm Pottery Workshop @ 
Beehive

9am Speech
9.30-11.30 Kinder Information 
Session
1pm Cl 8 Orienteering Excursion
1.30pm Little Yara Performance 
‘The Happy Prince’

9am Parent Craft Group

Saturday 5 June 2021
Double Stream Unconference 
10am - 3pm PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,
This time of reconciliation is a time for us to reflect on our actions as a school.  
We have recently been updating our Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) and it 
is heartening to see all of the things we have been putting in place to make 
sure reconciliation is at the forefront of all that we do.  The flags, High School 
steps, acknowledgements of country, curriculum review, signage and other 
actions show that we are making steady progress.
We still have a long way to go.  Our RAP was an ambitious document that 
tried to address all the areas of our school where we could improve within one 
year.  While we have made great strides, it is safe to say that the journey will 
continue for years to come.  This is a good thing, for while we overestimated 
our ability to move to a new way of being in so many facets of the school in 
such a short period of time, it has allowed us to recognise that consolidating 
and strengthening what we have is just as important.  To make sure our actions 
are deeply held and not just tokenistic is crucial to the long-term change our 
society needs.  I am happy to say that our Reconciliation Action Plan is work 
in progress.

‘“Storytellers work with and against history. In 
history we find difference and conflict, yet the 

storyteller must find us in each other.”
Stan Grant

’      

Term 2

Week 6

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/
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9am Eurythmy
9-11am Beehive Cafe
6/7 Knockout Boys / Girls Soccer

Important Dates
Next week...

9-11am Beehive Cafe

Cl 10/11 Outoor Education Deep 
Creek Conservation Park - return 
Friday 11 June
9am Parent Yoga
9-11am Beehive Cafe
1pm Pottery Workshop @ Beehive

9am Speech
9.30-11.30 Kinder Information 
Session
1pm Cl 8 Orienteering Excursion

Student Free Day

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Shining a light

Each week I would like to recognise a part of our community 
who are living our values.  If you have someone, or a group, 
you would like to see recognised here, please let me know.
This week I would like to recognise Jo-anne Sarre.  Jo-anne is the 
Director of InkPot Arts in the Adelaide Hills and is trained in Creative 
Drama and Speech.  She has an abundance of enthusiasm and passion for 
the arts and brings real colour and vibrancy to our school.  She runs a 
creative speech class on Thursday for both staff and parents, but she also 
supports classes in their play preparations as well as the Year 12 Projects.
Jo-anne’s skill and passion for forming spaces where artistic presentations 
can be held is a great asset.  We are lucky to have someone who contributes 
so positively to the cultural life of our school.  She has a real skill for 
bringing like-minded people together to create beautiful festivals or 
shows.  I am looking forward to what she is planning for next term.

This week we were very blessed to receive not one 
but two generous donations. A big thank you to 
the Friday Craft group, who have stocked our craft 
cupboard with some beautiful items to sell, and 
Esther, for some divine lavender wheat packs. We 
also have a new selection of ‘kindy-size’ crocheted 
slippers just in time for winter. The shop is growing!! 
As always we are stocking homegrown produce, 
honey and jam, pre-loved toys and clothing including 
wet weather gear. Right now, wine barrels, bulk trays 
of small garden pots and food-grade lidded buckets 
are also available. (Great scrap buckets for inspired 
worm farmers! ;-)
So many things are happening this term! 
Mondays: Cafe 9-11am, Knitting Group and 
EduCareDo anthroposophy study group
Tuesday: Cafe 9-11am
Wednesday: Cafe 9-11am and Workshops (pm)
Wed 2 June - 1-3pm Pottery with Lena
Get your hands dirty with this introduction to clay 
session ($15 for materials & firing)
Wed 9 June - 1-3pm Low Waste Living with Hannah

Find ideas to help the environment by reducing your 
household waste ($ donation)
Fridays: Craft Group (am) and EduCareDo 
Anthroposophy study group (pm)
With so many ideas and suggestions coming in, we’d 
love to have people to take charge of particular roles 
or projects. Check the noticeboard for ideas and join 
us at the Beehive! If you might be our Shop Manager, 
Workshop Coordinator or Baking Star we’d love to 
hear from you! 

Bec Haynes on behalf of Beehive Cafe

Beehive Cottage



Message from the new Board Co-Chairs
As the new incoming Co-Chairs, we believe our 
transition to chairing the Board represents something 
far bigger than ourselves. 
As a global community, we are living in a time of 
transition, where things that have been stable for 
so long are cast away. The challenges we face right 
now are putting pressure on all of us to let-go, look 
differently, deepen our attention and transform how 
we act and exist together. 
We view our School as its own self and as a living 
being that is facing these same challenges. 
2021 marks 102 years of Waldorf Education (est. 
1919), and our School as a living being is currently 
42 years old (est. 1979). According to Torin Finser, 
a living organism needs “community, healthy 
relationships, and a place for an experience of the 
sacred” for it to thrive. 
This is a significant transitory period that we are 
traversing.

We do not feel that this is a time for heroic leadership 
where one person has all the answers, but a time for 
collaborative leadership where we all work together 
with open minds, hearts and wills. Coming together 
as a community to harness our collective wisdom, 
envisage, and co-create our collective future. It is 
a time to wonder, to engage with the prospect of 
renewal and to have the courage to let go. This is the 
time to set up the second century, as Steiner himself 
encouraged us to do. 

“This is a time when we need to look at nothingness, 
a place where all the old ways may be, indeed are, 
falling away. We need beginners’ eyes, and we need 
to walk new pathways. This will require a certain 
vulnerability in not knowing in order to know.”

-Torin Finser at the end of 2019 for 100 years of Waldorf.

Envisaging our Emerging Future - Community 
Engagement

To this end, the Board is committed to running a 
generative community engagement process whereby 
we envisage together the future that’s being called 
for and subsequently put in place what’s needed to 
support that future to come alive.
To start this process, a co-creative gathering of our 
community - and our heads, hearts and hands - will 
be held on Saturday 10 July from 10am until 12pm 
and Friday 23 July 3:30pm until 5:30pm in the Living 
Arts Centre. All are welcome. Details on how to 
register will be available in future newsletters.

Board News

Executive Acting Arrangements - Extended until 
commencement of 2022 School Year
The future of our school leadership hinges on the 
future that we are collectively wanting to create. This 
requires time and space to pause, reflect and sense into a 
generative future.
At the recent AGM, the outgoing Board Co-Chairs, 
Doreen Mellor and Richie Khoo announced that the 
Board would be extending the current Executive acting 
arrangements until the commencement of the 2022 
School year to facilitate this.
We thank you for your patience and your continued 
support of Liam, Elise, and Eleanor during this time of 
transition. 

Board Focus - Next 7 years
We are excited for the future, working together, with a new 
Board, a new acting Executive team and the wonderful 
Staff and Parents that make up our community. At the 
AGM we shared the Boards view of where we’ve come 
from, our current position and a clear focus of the Board 
for the next 7 years, which includes:
Last 7 years:
- Invested in learning facilities
- Stabilised enrolments
- Increased debt
- Increased debtors
Now:
- Increasing enrolments
- Stabilising financial position
- Refreshing leadership
- Increasing collaboration
- Implementation & monitoring of Strategic Plan    
 & Values
Next 7 years:
- Presencing for an emerging Steiner future     
 (renewal)
- Invest in culture and leadership
- Pay down debt
- Eliminate bad debts
- Improve financial management (reporting &  
 invoicing)

We  are  humbled and pledge we shall work to the 
betterment of the School for the staff, children, 
community and our collective future.

Dan Hockin & Kristy Carter
Co-Chairs, Mount Barker Waldorf School Board



Early Childhood and Primary School classes will be 
working in various ways with the Tjirbruke Dreaming 
during the week.
Tjirbruke (Ibis Man) carried the body of his dead nephew 
from Kingston Park to Cape Jervis.
Wherever he shed tears, fresh water springs sprang 
up (including Kingston Park, Port Noarlunga and Port 
Willunga).  
After Tjirbruke completed the burial rites for his nephew, 
Kulultuuri, he no longer wished to live as a man.  He 
transformed himself into an ibis and flew over the ranges 
to Burukungga (Brukunga).
His own body became a rocky outcrop at Brukunga, the 
place of ‘hidden fire’ (sulphur is extracted from the iron 
pyrites).
As a Tjirbruki (an ibis) his spirit still appears in bird form 
where there is swampy country.

*See separate note in this newsletter regarding the 
fundraisers for Children’s Ground on Wednesday 2 June 
2021.

• Wear something yellow on the day - gold coin 
donation

• Sausage sizzle $2.00 per serve

Reconciliation Week
Tjirbruke The
 Water/Fire Man

Jeremy Board |   RAP Chair

Life at Playgroup always seems to be busy.  I am reminded 
daily how much effort it takes to raise children, and especially 
so when we are working with empathy and connection.  
It is not a task for the faint of heart!  I would like to 
acknowledge all the wonderful people I am lucky enough to 
accompany during this stage of their parenting journey, and 
the little ones who bring such joy!

Playgroup

Anna Simpson-Nielsen | Playgroup 



Kindergarten Information Session

We warmly invite you to attend a

Mount Barker Waldorf School
Living Arts Centre  -  27 Sims Rd, Mount Barker 

RSVP -  by Tuesday 1 June 2021
dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au or 8391 0411 

Thursday 3 June 9.30am - 11.30am

Experience where 
the school journey begins

Kindergarten Information Morning

All current COVID-19 restrictions apply



Autumn fades and winter comes,
Frosty mornings, tingling thumbs.
Cold red noses, cold red cheeks,

Warm woolly socks for icy cold feet.
Coats and gloves and hats for all,
Now King Winter you may call.

Winter at last is upon us, with cold and frosty mornings 
and the sensation of moist air, we know that we are 
entering a new season. 
Winter is a peaceful, inward time, where we seek the 
comfort of our families and a warm hearth. We can 
awaken our children to this time of drawing in with 
cosy candlelit meals, steaming bowls of hearty soup and 
homemade bread and bedtime stories snuggled up under 
doonas together.
In the kindergarten we are putting to good use bundles of 
kindling we made during the summer months as we light 
the fire most mornings to ensure a warm room greets the 
children after our morning walk. Our warming lunches 
are heartily eaten, with some children devouring two or 
three bowls of food. 
Please ensure your kindergarten child has a pair of 
slippers to wear during indoor play, our wooden floor is 
chilly during the winter months and socks are not enough 
to keep feet warm.
In the coming weeks the children will begin preparations 
for their Winter Festival, busily painting the paper that 
will become their lantern and making twisty-ties (with 
Stephanie) for the handles. 

We are enjoying some winter and lantern songs that 
we shall share with our families at both the festival and 
lantern walk. 
Shortly we shall distribute your child’s winter festival 
and lantern walk information - if you have any questions, 
please ask. 
All children are invited to attend even if it is not their 
kindergarten day. We will need parent helpers on 
Thursday afternoon, 17 June, 1.30-3.15pm to prepare 
the kindergarten room for the festival day and on Friday 
(Festival) morning to cut the fruit while the children are 
on their walk. 
There will be a list on the noticeboard for you to place 
your name if you are able to help along with nominating 
your contribution for our shared meal on the evening of 
the lantern walk.
During Reconciliation Week we shall share with the 
children Tjirbruke Dreaming along with painting a mural 
of the Ibis, where the children will have the opportunity 
to make paints from the earth.
Child discussions for the older children are now 
available, please see timetable on the noticeboard and 
nominate a time/day that suits. These discussions are 
held in conjunction with a formal written report and 
I encourage each family to attend. Birthday wishes to 
Arden who recently celebrated his 6th birthday.
Our warmest wishes as we journey together into the 
chilly weather and towards the winter solstice…….

Banksia Rose

Leesa, Stephanie, Hera & Noriko



Banksia Rose Fun



Class 4

As the rain pelted outside, Class 4 enjoyed drawing 
the nine worlds from Norse Mythology on their 
winter lanterns.

Emily Dallwitz | Class 4 Teacher



In our Class 4 Cello lessons this term we are learning about key signatures and sharp symbols in major keys.
Each lesson is spent practicing the class ensemble pieces and scales. There is a saying we recite in our lessons to 
help us remember the order in which we add sharps to our music, it goes like this: Father Christmas Gave Dad An 
Electric Blanket; the first letter of each word is the sharp that is added next. The major keys that we are focusing on 
are Gmajor, Dmajor and Amajor. 
Zoe and Lucius from Class 4, both started learning cello this year as beginners; now they are quickly catching up to 
their classmates. When I asked them both what their favourite thing about the cello is, both said the pitch and the tone 
of the instrument. 
One downside to learning such a huge instrument is the weight of carrying it around, but this does not deter them from 
taking their instruments home each week to practice.
Olivia and Cody, also in Class 4, are enjoying their paired lessons together this term and are learning to play a duet 
in a round.  A round is a piece of music with sections, or “sentences” which, when played simultaneously, make a 
beautiful harmony. This is an easy and fun way to introduce playing different music to your partner.
Olivia’s favourite aspect of learning cello is being challenged by new pieces and learning new techniques. Cody 
always says that the sound of the cello is his favourite thing - he just loves it!

Eagleheart Bird | Music Teacher

Music



High School Information Session

Come and experience how we build on the strong foundations laid
in the Primay School through a conscious focus on the 

development of thinking.

Meet the teachers who are responsible for the holistic development of the 
students through a balance of academic, 

artistic and practical subjects.

Participate in sample lessons from the curriculum.

Be amazed by our confident, successful and diverse graduates, 
and inspirational educators.

Mount Barker Waldorf School 
 Living Arts Centre - 27 Sims Road, Mount Barker

Tuesday 1 June 2021  6.00pm - 7.30pm

From Imagination to Innovation
Experience the difference in Waldorf Education

High School Information Session

RSVP -  Friday 28 May 2021
dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au - 8391 0411

We warmly invite you to attend a 

All current COVID-19 restrictions apply



Class 12
Main Lesson

The Class 12 Architecture Main Lesson excursion began 
early on a windy cold day. After meeting, we wandered 
(and wondered!) our way through the city, - along 
King William Street full of bold edifice and artefacts of 
history, culture, politics and peoples. Diverse aesthetics 
and changing values and attitudes, multiple perspectives, 
discrete and exclusive or inviting and welcoming spaces 
and places greet our gaze. The more we look, the more 
we see, the more we wonder.
Our first site was the St Peters Cathedral to be led on a tour 
by former Architect Peter. Peter shared his insights into 
the symbolism and underlying concepts and contexts of 
the space, imbuing his presentation with his passion for 
the building and all it represents. We then toured around 
the Myer centre - with it’s equally grand but more secular 
places. We noted the changes in affects and effects, in 
our physical and mental movements, and the allusions 
and memories with which we imbued our experiences 
of the architectural constructions. After visiting two 
contrasting sites within the SA Museum, we explored 
the contrasts and similarities, and the shifting attitudes 
that were evident in the modes of communication. The 
day has enlivened our lessons, made the conceptual 
more tangible and was a fantastic opportunity for us to 
build connections.

Architecture Excursion

Jessica Ryan |  Main Lesson Teacher
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Reconciliation Week

Lunch Time Sausage Sizzle
$2 each sausage & bread
Vego option available

Thank you Neerja & Daryl



Unconference

Creating a

healthy, vibrant

and inclusive

middle school

M O U N T  B A R K E R  W A L D O R F  S C H O O L   

Saturday 5th June 10am -3pm | The Living Arts Centre
Please join us!

D O U B L E  S T R E A M  U N C O N F E R E N C E

Upcoming

Unconference



Community

	

Heart2art Arts Therapy is about
connecting the mind & body

through expressive arts. 
 

Healing the mind,  body & spirit
by enhancing the physical,

mental, emotional and spiritual
well-being for all ages.

 
CONCESSION RATES AVAILABLE 

& 
NDIS CLIENTS WELCOME.

 
ART THERAPY IS FOR ALL AGES

  

Art Therapy
A unique mental health
modality that aims at

improving & restoring  a
person's functioning &
sense of well-being.

Therapeutic Benefits 
Mental health issues

Anxiety, depression, & stress.
Explore imagination & creativity.

Develop healthy coping skills & focus.
Improve self-esteem and confidence.

Improve motor skills & physical
coordination.
Grief & loss

Trauma
Addiction

Improve immune system.
Identify blocks to emotional expression

and personal growth. 

Joanne Ahrens 
Arts Psychotherapist 

0400 301 630 
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The Outdoor Classroom is an artisan workshop that teaches courses in traditional hand skills in an outdoor 
setting. 

• Blacksmithing Holiday Classes 
05 Jul 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day) 
08 Jul 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)  
12Jul 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 2 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day) 
15 Jul 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 3 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day) 

• Adult workshops Traditional Spoon Carving 
30 May 2021 - Traditional Spoon Carving Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs) 
25 Jul 2021 - Traditional Spoon Carving Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs) 
22 Aug 2021 - Traditional Spoon Carving Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs) 

 

All courses cost $150. Safety equipment supplied. 

Instructor: Jocelyn Grant (25yrs of experience teaching in Waldorf Schools) 

Address: 11 Duffield Ave Mount Barker 

  

Website: https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.auFacebook: https://fb.me/OutdoorClassroomAU 

 



Community

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.

 

 

 
 

Are you ready?  NET, SET, GO! 
 
Mt Barker Lutheran Netball Club invites your son or daughter to 
join the NetSetGo program.  
 
This is a 10 week training program to be held every Friday 
afternoon from 3.45-4.30pm beginning on Friday 28th of May and 
finishing Friday 13th of August. All sessions will be held at St 
Mark's Lutheran School courts. 
 
This program will focus on refining fundamental motor skills and 
introduce girls and boys of 5 and older to modified netball games. 
 
Players must register as 'SET' using the link below. There is a cost 
of $65 per player. Sports vouchers can be used.  Please note the 
remaining funds can not be used on another activity as they are 
only redeemable for one sport/activity. 
  
Here’s the link: 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?typ
e=6&id=94309&entityid=44204 
  
Any enquiries can be directed to Juanita Kleinig 0417 872 548 or 
email mblnc@hotmail.com. 
 
 
Mount Barker Lutheran Netball Club  
 


