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As the season shifts and days begin slowly to shorten, we 
continue to be blessed with glorious weather.  This has 
allowed our outdoor teaching to continue, Our children soak 
up the light of the sun and listen to the variety of birdsong 
as they learn.  Whilst outdoor learning has certainly had its 
challenges, there is something deeply calming about being 

outside in nature.   
The Primary School enjoyed an outdoor Autumn Festival at 
the end of week 6.  Gifted a mandala by class 7, a story by 
Jeremy, and bread baked by Julie with grain sown, harvested 
and ground by class 4 children, our students were also able to 
gift to the community the fresh produce from their gardens.  
High school students donated non-perishables, and all was 
bundled together and sent to the local Uniting Church Soup 

Kitchen to feed those in need.  

All of nature begins to whisper its secrets to us through its sounds.  Sounds 
that were previously incomprehensible to our soul now become the meaningful 

language of nature. 
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Whats on this week?

R Steiner

Class 8 Orienteering Excursion

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Whats on next week?
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There have been some changes about the school 
recently due to the impacts of Covid, including 
temporary changes in staffing and the postponement 
of some Parent Teacher meetings. The Autumn 
Trading Table has also been postponed for now.  We 
hope to be able to run this important fundraising 
community event in the near future in some form.   
As the heroes and heroines in our Autumn stories 
find the courage to face their dragons, so too must 
we as a community take courage at this time to face 
our own dragons- be they illness, isolation, extra 
responsibilities or uncertainty in a changing world. 
There is much we can do for each other and ourselves 
if, like the children at our festival, we consider what 
we might be able to receive from others, and what 
we each have the capacity to give.  It has been a 
marvel to me to observe with gratitude our teachers 
and educators stepping into the classrooms of 
their colleagues to ably hold the children in their 
absence, and the understanding and care shown by 
our parent community. Through modelling how 
we ourselves face challenges, together we can grow 
happy, healthy and resilience children ready to 
calmly face the dragons of the future.   

Elise Duffield | Acting Assistant Principal

Class 10 Practice Hike

Class 10 Practice Hike



Kindergarten Enrolment for 2023

If you have children already 
enrolled at the school, please note 
that enrolment of younger siblings 
into kindergarten is not automatic. 
If your child was born in 2019 and 
you would like your child to attend 
kindergarten in 2023 an application 

form must be submitted to me 
by Thursday 14 April to avoid 

disappointment.

Please contact me if you would 
like to check if your child is on the 

waiting list.

A Kindergarten Information Session 
will be held early in Term 2.

Kind regards, 
Deborah Bottin

Parent Information Book 2022
Dear Waldorf Community

We would like to offer you the 
opportunity to advertise in our Parent 

Information Book for 2022.
We will list your skills or business 

in our list of parent community 
networks section of the Parent 

Information Book.

If you would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity, please email 

business details and a logo to 
tcoles@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 

Please send information by Monday 
28 March 2022.

Regards,
Tania Coles



Can you Help?Can you Help?
Local farmers have kindly donated sheep and alpaca fleeces to be used as 

stuffing for craft projects across the school. Are you able to help us to wash 
and comb this wool to get it ready for the children to use?

If you are willing to help, I will provide a shopping bag of raw fleece and 
instructions for washing and combing. All you will need is access to hot 

water, dishwashing liquid, a space for the wool to dry and optionally a comb 
(human or dog types are both fine).

Please contact me on cburnard@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au if you are able to 
help out.

Warmly,
Cathy Burnard

We are on the hunt for Lego or similar items. 
If anyone is cleaning out their old lego, or no longer wants it, the Hub would 

love and appreciate it all.

Regards,
 Debra Lutze

Acknowledgement of Country SculptureAcknowledgement of Country Sculpture

Have you noticed the iron 
Acknowledgement of Country sculpture 

just below the main school entrance 
gates?

Keep your eye out for this long 
anticipated RAP (Reconciliation Action 

Plan) project as you drive onto the 
school grounds.  

It reads:

PERAMANGK WARTA

Which translates as Peramangk land 
or Peramangk Country.

The artist is Jerome Lyons
 (The Cheese Factory Studio Gallery)

Jeremy Board,
For the RAP Working Group



Join our RAP Working Group

I am so grateful to meet with you all on Peramangk Country each day.  
People have long come together to meet here on Country, to listen and to 
learn from each other.  I pay my respects to the Elders past and present and 
to the rich spirituality which nurtures the Land on which we are lucky to also 
listen and learn each day.   

At our school, we have committed to doing the work of Reconciliation and 
embedding Reconciliation in our education through our RAP document.  We 
understand Reconciliation to be much bigger than only celebrating festivals 
or events but as a process of learning and re-learning which we all need to do: 
teachers, students and community.  We want to work on explicitly pointing 
to the significance of recognising and respecting the histories, cultures and 
contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians as part of 
our shared national story and identity and on building inclusive classrooms. 

We are all able to do this Reconciliation work and learn together.  We don’t 
want our RAP to only be an aspirational document on a shelf!  Our RAP aims 
to support our MBWS community in developing an educational environment 
that fosters higher levels of knowledge and pride in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander histories cultures and contributions. Through our RAP, we 
commit to strengthening relationships, respect and opportunities in the 
classroom, around our school and with the community and we would love 
you to join us!  

Please join our RAP working group:
Our first RAP group meeting will be on Zoom, Thursday 7th April, 4pm-
5pm. We usually meet on Thursday afternoon in Weeks 2 and 7 of each term.  

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86446547057?pwd=dTl6SWdpMVIraWlvRnNO
UW1ESGl0QT09  
Meeting ID: 864 4654 7057
Passcode: diWYh4

If you would like to be involved in any way with the development and 
ongoing implementation of our RAP, including being part of the RAP 
Working Group but can’t make this meeting, please get in touch with me, 
ewaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 

To learn more about Reconciliation Australia’s Narragunnawali program and 
RAP development process, you may also like to visit: 
www.reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali 

Kind Regards, 
Eleanor Waterford 
Acting Assistant Principal



Autumn Festival at the Kindy

Thank you for your support in helping to create a festive space and having the 
children ready on festival morning.

We began the morning with a walk to collect autumn leaves for the walnut boats 
the children made later in the morning. We then gave our gifts to the autumn table 
which was set up on the side of our veranda. We then peeled corn (the guinea pigs 
became very vocal, letting us know they could smell the corn and wanted to have 

some of the corn silks), made walnut boats, threaded bay leaves (for warming 
winter soups) and polished apples. We were then ready for our feast of autumn 
bread, corn, fruit and nuts. We then had a play in the garden and finished the 

festival with a puppet story of the little brown bulb. Each child received their own 
bulb which they can tuck into bed in their own garden.

The children went home with full baskets from the morning’s activities and a pot 
of parsley they planted some weeks ago for their own garden.

Regards,
Dimity Shopova



Autumn Festival with Class 3

In preparation for the Autumn Festival this Friday, Class 3 have utilised the 
beautiful Autumn leaves on the grounds to make Autumn crowns. 

Lovely Lucinda even made one for our bunny Yuki. 

 As part of our Time Main Lesson, Class 3 has also been exploring the seasons. 
The students have discovered which season they were born in and created poems 

in acknowledgement of the special moments found in their season.

Regards, 
Mary Medeiros

“I was born in the season of Summer
The season of strawberries
The season of the beach
The season of stone fruit
The season of bush fires
The season of warm weather
I was born in the season of Summer” 
- Olive Olam

“I was born in the season of Winter
The season of snow
The season of rain
The season of clouds
The season of fire
I was born in the season of Winter” 
- Micah Young

“I was born in the season of Spring
The season of birds
The season of flowers
The season of bees
The season of butterflies
The season of lady birds
I was born in the season of Spring”
- Mila Shopova

“I was born in the season of Autumn
The season of bright leaves
The season of bare trees
The season of falling leaves
The season of shedding bark
The season of blackberries
I was born in the season of Autumn” - 
Yoshi Hoare



Autumn Days in Banksia Rose

Autumn play is often about settling in, home building and nesting, 
gathering and storing food.  During outdoor play the children have been 
busily connecting to the earth cracking open some of the smaller stones 

to reveal sparkling crystals and grinding the more colourful stones to 
make different pigments for painting.  There has also been rainbow cake 
making and glue made from pollen.  As the weather cools, on our walk 
we are collecting the bark that the trees have shed during the summer.  
This bark makes great bundles of kindling which shall help keep our 

room cosy on cold days.  

We have left our summer circle and are enjoying early autumn songs 
along with a circle about a lady, a dragon and a knight - very timely as 

we journey toward the autumn equinox and the festival.  

We celebrated our Autumn Festival on Thursday the 17th of March.  All 
the children were invited to attend and preparations for this celebration 

began as we engaged in some autumnal activities.  
Thank you to the families that brought along an item from their harvest 

as an offering.  

The children have all been working very hard getting to know one 
another and the teachers, navigating the daily and weekly rhythms as 

well as the boundaries that guide and support them safely and securely 
through their work and play.  All of this can be quite tiring for the young 
child, so a quiet home life and minimal extra activities is very supportive 

for your child and the kindergarten.  Over the coming weeks we look 
forward to celebrating Maylea’s 4th birthday and Violet’s 6th birthday. 

       Leesa, Stephanie, Hera & Noriko. 
Banksia Rose Kindergarten



Biography Main Lesson with Class 9Biography Main Lesson with Class 9

As part of the Class Nine Biography Main Lesson, the students write 
a daily journal in response to a ‘prompt’ – this writing is simply small 
‘snapshots’ of what a person is thinking and feeling in that moment.  
It is useful to note that even ten minutes later, they may well write 

something different in response to the same topic.

A recent prompt was about ‘Waldorf Education’, and as always, the 
responses were largely very positive, whilst including predictable 
comments about such things as having Main Lessons, not wearing 
a uniform and the broad curriculum that is encompassed.  Happily, 

there were also many observations about the warm and caring 
relationships between teachers and students that is such an integral 

aspect of Waldorf pedagogy.

An edited version of one of the more arresting responses 
was:

Waldorf Education is different...there is something else 
I can’t quite convey, yet perhaps it can be described by 

me now.  A breeze blows through the open door, bringing 
a dry, brown leaf across the threshold.  No one notices 
or minds; it is normal, it is fine.  Everyone is wearing 

something comfortable and hair is loose or tied.  There 
are stickers all over the fans and a mural of two black 

cockatoos on the wall.  The silence is the quiet of people 
working.  The walls are made of mud brick and wood, and 
out of every window there is a pleasant view into nature, 

with trees swaying softly and gently.  All of these things are 
part of Waldorf Education.  What I am writing now is part 
of our lesson.  I love it.  There is beauty and friendship in 

every day, and it is a joy.

Regards, 
Robyn Maletz



Wanting to relocate? 
Here is a perfect home for a Steiner family.

Whats Happening in the Community?







Day Program Time 
Monday 28th March Free Morning Tea 10.30am – 11.30am 

  ReVamp — discover volunteering! 12pm—2pm 

 Canasta 1pm – 4pm 

Tuesday 29th March Walking Football St Francis de Sales College Sports Centre 10am – 11.15am 

 Mens Shed 100 Springs Road, Mount Barker 10am – 12pm 

Wednesday 30th March Qi Gong 9am – 9.50am 

  Duck Flat Community Garden — discover gardening! 10am—12pm 

  Young Mums Group 10am – 12pm 

Thursday 31st March Quilting 9.30am – 4pm 

  Yoga 12.30—1.30pm 

  Mount Barker Mens Group 10am—1pm 

Friday 1st April Painting Group 10am—2pm 

 Smashing Ladies Mosaic Group 10am—3pm 

 Ukulele  12pm—1pm 

 Walking Football St Francis de Sales College Sports Centre 10am—11.15am 

Come and Try Week! 28 March – 1 April 2022 
Come and try a Community Centre program for FREE during Come and Try Week and discover more 

about your community centre. Choose a program below and contact us to book in! 
Ph. 8391 2747  Email: enquiries@mtbcc.org.au 

All programs are at Mount Barker Community Centre unless indicated otherwise 

Ask us about the Community Connections Program 
for support connecting with your community 


