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Class 10 Surveying Camp       
Warraweena & Moolooloo
1 May - 13 May

9am Eurythmy
9-11am Beehive Cafe
6.30pm Cl 8 P/T Meeting

Important Dates
This week...

9-11am Beehive Cafe

9am Parent Yoga
7pm All Kindergartens P/T 
Meeting

9am Speech
11am Cl 11 Flint Excursion
6.45pm Cl 3 P/T Meeting
7pm Cl 4 P/T Meeting

9am Parent Craft Group
11am Cl 11 Flint Excursion

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Mount Barker Waldorf School Community,
Connectedness is a compelling value of our school, and like a good opal mine, 
it runs deep and has many facets that shine different colours, depending on 
how you view them.  Whenever I am fortunate to be in the classrooms of 
our school, I am reminded that our goal is to make sure that what is learnt 
has a connection to the ‘real world’; a connection to that insubstantial and 
cloudy world of the future that is still coming for our students.  This goal, 
of connecting the theoretical to the real and the practical, is epitomised 
by the Class 10 Surveying camp.  After having learnt the exciting and eye-
opening triangular ratios of Sin, Cosine and Tangent, and applying them to 
many intellectual problems, our students now have the opportunity to use 
their newly won, and highly prized, knowledge in a practical field-trip.  They 
will take theodolites out to the Flinders ranges at Warraweena station.  There 
they will take measurements, align, plumb and triangulate like the surveyors 
of today.  After which they will compare and calculate to make sure of their 
accuracy.  All of this raw data will then be brought back to school where they 
will translate it into scale maps of the area.  This is a beautiful example of direct 
connection between what could be seen as unnecessary theoretical knowledge, 
and practical application.

‘Without leaps of imagination, or dreaming, we 
lose the excitement of possibilities. Dreaming, 

after all, is a form of planning.’
Gloria Steinem

Banksia Rose

Ba

Term 1

Week 2

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Reconciliation Week
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Class 10 Surveying Camp         
Warraweena & Moolooloo
1 May - 13 May

Important Dates
Next week...

9-11am Beehive Cafe
NAPLAN Cl 3, 5, 7, 9

9am Parent Yoga
9-11am Beehive Cafe
Kindergarten Garden Day
9am & 4pm School Tours
NAPLAN Cl 3, 5, 7, 9
7pm Cl 2 P/T Mtng

9am Speech
NAPLAN Cl 3, 5, 7, 9
11am Excursion Cl 11 Flint 

9am Parent Craft Group
11am Excursion Cl 11 Flint 

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Comfy Coffee Chats – Wednesday 17 May (Week 4), 9 June (Week 7) 
9.00am-11.00am Beehive Cottage.
Have you ever wanted to ask the Principal something but thought it was too 
inconsequential to ‘waste’ their time with?  Or maybe it was too big and 
you let it slide?  Or you didn’t quite know how to broach the more esoteric 
subjects?  This is an opportunity for you to come and ask those questions, 
and more.  I will be coming to Beehive Cottage for an informal chat.  I am 
open to questions and would love to talk about the school, our curriculum, 
anthroposophy or other burning questions.  If you have the time, I would 
love to see you.  Look out for evening opportunities in Term 3 if you can’t 
make these.

Shining a light
Each week I would like to recognise a part of our community who are 
living our values.  If you have someone, or a group you would like to see 
recognised here, let me know.
This week:
I would like to recognise Nic Massacci for being courageous and trying 
something new with our Class 11 students.  This year’s Work Experience 
has been particularly challenging as community workplaces are restricted 
to who they can bring in.  Nic was charged with reframing the experience to 
one of ‘Close Community Connections’, focusing the student’s engagement 
on working with community in our immediate local context.  This has been 
very successful with the students working with opportunities within the 
school, being creative with their own opportunities, and even finding some 
local spaces to work in as a group.  The focus this year is on Reconciliation 
and there will be some excellent projects you might be able to spot around 
the school that will get a write up in the newsletter soon.  Thank you, Nic!



BAC Nominations

Board Appointments Committee (BAC) Nominations

The BAC plays an integral role in the governance of the 
school and at the next AGM a new ordinary member 
needs to be elected. 

The ordinary member of the BAC is the nominee selected 
by Association members at each AGM to select future 
members of the Board.

The role is not generally an onerous one or very time 
consuming. Prior to the AGM the BAC will meet 
to discuss all Board member applications and select 
according to the requirements of the School at the time. 

The term of office is one year but you may re-apply for 
the position in subsequent years.

If you are interested in applying for membership of the 
BAC as the Ordinary member, please call the Business 
Manager today and submit a short (no more than 200 
words) application outlining your skills and experience. 

The application needs to be submitted by 5:00 pm 
Monday 3 May. 

Applications   can   be   submitted   by    letter,   email 
(office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) or in person. 

If you would like more information regarding the role, 
please contact the Business Manager. 

We apologise for this request appearing so late in 
the Newsletter but look forward to receiving your 
nomination.

Hi everyone,

I am Dora, the new IT technician. I used to work in a 
university library, shoes manufacturing company and 
software companies as IT support in Taiwan. 

My last role was at GM Holden as an Application Analyst 
and then full-time mum. It’s exciting to join the Waldorf 
community, to meet lovely people.

I was surprised and touched to be welcomed with a nice 
cup of coffee, a bunch of flowers and a big cake for my 
first day at school. I know I will be happy here.

My office is at the new IRC building, feel free to drop by.

New Staff
Welcome Dora Chen!

Mark Lucas | Business Manager



Edu Care Do
AGM

A parent initiative was started this year to form an 
Edu Care Do ‘Foundation Course in Anthroposophy’ 
study group.  Several of our staff began studying 
the course last year and have found it enriching and 
enlivening. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents and 
caregivers to deepen their understanding of the 
philosophy that underpins our school, to participate 
in artistic experiences, and to engage in discussions 
with teachers and each other. Course content includes 
understanding and caring for the human senses, 
the threefold human being, the four temperaments, 
health and nutrition, gender and sexuality, biography, 
ecology, the elements in nature, astronomy and 
speech. There are sevearl painting and other creative 
exercises, and teachers will be invited from time to 
time to contribute and facilitate understanding. The 
parent group aims to meet weekly at a time suited to 
participants. There are still places available, but be 
quick- the study group is starting soon. 

Annual General Meeting

Diary Date – 20 May 2021

The School will be holding it’s AGM on the night of 
Thursday 20 May 2021. 
This year it is planned for the AGM to be back to 
being face-to-face, with a possibility of being live 
streamed as well. 
More detail about the night and it’s format will 
accompany the official Notice of AGM due out later 
this week. 
Please keep an eye out for this email over the next 
few days. We look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible on the night.

Elise Duffield | Acting Assistant Principal Mark Lucas | Business Manager

Beehive

Welcome back to The Beehive
We are excited to be back to school and have so much to share with you all.
One of our new offerings this term will be sharing the wonderful variety of skills within our school community by 
hosting a number of workshops for adults. At this stage these include pottery, worm farming, low-waste living, and 
knitting. These will be held on weekday afternoons (during school hours) later this term and will either be free or at 
a small cost to cover materials. Full details will be in next week’s newsletter!
It’s also exciting so see the wonderful offer from EduCareDo for MBWS families - if you’ve ever wanted to know 
more about the philosophy underpinning our school, this is a wonderful opportunity to access an introduction course 
in anthroposophy and engage with others in our community.
A big shout-out to our lovely volunteers who open our cafe and shop on Mon, Tues & Wed mornings every week, 
dispensing companionship with coffee & cake - we love your work! This term we have a selection of wet weather 
gear, gumboots & thermals for sale, as well as our usual pre-loved clothing and toys, homegrown produce, honey & 
jam. 
A small selection of craft items are also now in stock, perfect if you’re seeking a Waldorf-style gift for little people 
in your life. Our range will grow as the community continues to support us, so if there’s something you’d especially 
like to see here, please let us know.  
If chatting to people over coffee is your thing, we are also seeking volunteers who may be keen to assist with (current 
or new) opening hours. Or perhaps regular baking or joining the organising committee is more your style, email 
bec.m.haynes@gmail.com or just drop in Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9-11am.
**Please note - Monday 10 May - Cafe open 8.30-9.15am only due to Workshop.

Bec | Beehive Cottage



RAP Activities

On the last day of Term 1 we celebrated the 
completion of two long running (due to COVID-19 
complications) Reconciliation Action Plan projects.

1.  For many years we had two flag poles but we 
needed three to be able to fly all three flags - the 
Aboriginal flag, the Torres Strait Islander flag and the 
Australian National flag.  During January 2020 three 
new flag poles were erected above the tiers on the 
eastern side of the school oval.  Rebekha Sharkie MP   
promised to gift and present the school with three 
new flags - and then COVID-19 created a long delay.

Finally, after more than a twelve month delay, the 
three flags were able to be raised simultaneously and a 
gentle westerly wind did the right thing by displaying 
the flags in all their glory.

2.  Way back in 2019, work began on our ‘Reconcilation 
Steps’ project.  Key words / phrases were chosen 
from Kevin Rudd’s apology to the stolen generations 
of First Nation’s people throughout Australia.  Every 
High School student created a clay brick and carved 
one of the chosen words into the soft clay of their 
brick.

During 2020 the bricks were cut and fired - ready to 
be built into the walls on either side of the set of steps 
that would connect the High School area with the 
school oval and canteen.

If you haven’t done so already, take a few moments to 
enjoy this latest completed RAP project. 

Jeremy | RAP Committee



Welcome back to kindergarten for term two.  The children 
have eagerly resumed their play with their peers and are 
slowly adjusting to the slight changes made to our daily 
rhythm.   Already this term we have celebrated Violets’ 
5th and Orlando Adami’s 4th birthday.  

As winter beckons with cool, dark mornings and light dew 
on the grass each day it is important that we consciously 
shift our thought processes from the outward activity of 
summer to the inward preparation time of this season.  
At this time of year it is easy to expect the sun to continue 
to warm our bodies, but as it begins its northward track 
and the strength decreases it is very important, especially 
for the young child to be warmly dressed.  I find dressing 
in layers is best, with wet weather clothing available 
each day ensures the children are kept warm and able to 
immerse themselves in the programme regardless of the 
weather.  Please ensure your child/ren have spare clothes 
and plastic bag to cater for inclement weather.  

Climbing Tree have begun working on the redevelopment 
of the outdoor space, with the children looking on with 
interest and eagerly awaiting the opportunity to get into 
the enlarged landscaped sandpit.  

While they wait the children are making great use of the 
space they have available as they dig out a creek, build 
dams and best of all release the water, which after some 
discussion is now plumbed into another creek bed.  

We’ll be interested in how the children’s play develops, 
once the excavator digs a large hole for a further 
installation!

There are a few dates for your diary – 
Monday May 10 – Parent Workshop with Louise Stewart 
9-11am in The Beehive.
Wednesday May 12 – Gardening Morning, 8.50-12.30pm, 
all welcome.
Friday June 18 – Winter Festival, 8.50-12.30pm, all 
children are invited.
Saturday June 19 – Lantern Walk, 5-6.30pm. 

From week four I will be conducting child discussions 
for the younger (4 & 5 year old) children, please see 
timetable on the noticeboard and nominate a time/day 
that suits.  These discussions are held instead of formal 
written reports and I encourage each family to attend.  
Please note, child discussions for the older children will 
follow.

Thank you to all of the families who contributed to 
the success of the Autumn Trading table, a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with others in our community in 
a festive setting. 

                                         Leesa, Stephanie, Hera & Noriko.

Banksia Rose Kindergarten



Last Term, Class 4 went to Monarto Zoo for our class 
camp. The keepers were impressed by our work ethic 
and willpower cleaning out the animal enclosures. One 
of our highlights was drawming the meerkats. As part of 
our Animal and Human Main Lesson the children wrote 
their own animal poems.

Class 4

Emily | Class Teacher

Beehive



Class 4
By Indy,  Albert,  Evie Mae



Class 8 is currently learning about Money and its history 
in society. 

We have had a fun bartering game and have combined 
Maths tasks with learning about the history. The bartering 
game was fun and funny, as some ‘families’ traded a pig 
in for $2 while others received $1000. Well, it is all in the 
bartering, isn’t it?

Some were more interested in chickens and eggs - you 
need a good chicken broth, when a family member is 
sick and it is deep winter.

Strangely enough, one ‘family’ sold their 2 sons for more 
complying girls. - That was not in the game description!

The students will be looking at wages, simple and 
compound interest rates, calculating Australian taxes 
and, among more topics, look at shopping ethically.

Here are some of the mind maps from the class discussion.
                                                     

Class 8
Main Lesson

Maren | Class Teacher

mind map by Cadence T

mind map by Grace H



Historic Site, Warraweena
Class 10 are currently on their Surveying Camp at 
Warraweena Conservation Park and Moolooloo Station.
Only 540 km north of Adelaide in the heart northern 
Flinders Ranges, Warraweena encompasses 355 sq km 
of the highest and most diverse land in the area. It is an 
area of historical, cultural and natural significance. 
Many sites reflect the occupation of Warraweena by the 
aboriginal people, miners and pastoralists. 
Several old mine sites, including Sliding Rock, can be 
found within the boundary of the park.  
Sliding Rock (Cadnia) was a thriving township in the 
1870’s and traces of some of the old buildings can still 
be seen. 
In 1996 Warraweena ceased being a sheep station and 
the lease was bought by Wetlands and Wildlife, a non-
profit company, listed on the Commonwealth Register of 
Environmental Organisations.

Moolooloo Station
Moolooloo Station is a family owned and operated 
working merino sheep station, consisting of 609 sq km.  
Moolooloo Station has been in the Slade family for four 
generations and is a perfect location for our students to 
experience the Outback.
Moolooloo is 30km North East of Parachilna in the heart 
of the Flinders Ranges along Glass Gorge Road. 

Student Skills and Development
• Appreciate the applications of Trigonometry to areas   

as diverse as surveying, navigation, engineering and 
mapping.

• Produce a scale map of an area of ground by using 
information derived from the use of surveying 
equipment.

• Use the basic trigonometric ratios, the sine and 
cosine rules to find unknown angles and lengths.

• Gather information about the spatial relationships 
between the features of the site that are to be recorded.

• Use surveying data to construct rough maps of the 
various areas covered, which are then collated to 
produce a final scale map.

• Set up and operate a manual theodolite and other 
surveying equipment to triangulate measurements of 
land features to high accuracy.

• Demonstrate an understanding / awareness of the 
recent human history of inland Australia.

• Understand the features of historic cultural sites of 
pastoralists.

• Conduct oneself in an environmentally and socially 
sensitive way with minimal impact.

• Food preparation and packing.
• Trained in first aid and survival.
• Emergency response procedures.

Planning
Aspects of expedition planning to assist in personal 
preparation i.e. research, brief, participant information, 
goals, outline, route, emergency considerations, 
minimum impact practices, equipment and menu 
planning.

Self and others - Personal skills for students

• Promote resilience and perseverance through 
requiring high measurement accuracy and 
repeatability of work regardless of external 
pressures. 

• Enhance maturity and self-dependence through 
cooking own meals and preparing menus while 
bushwalking.

• Promote resilience through time in semi-desert.
• Promote a healthy lifestyle.
• Learn through the formal and informal curriculum, 

knowledge, skills and dispositions for positive 
relationships.

Class 10
Surveying Camp

Heidi | Class Teacher



Class 11
Biology

Dana



Class 11
Biology

Gemma



Edu Care Do
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Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this 
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy, 
position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your 
own inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.


