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Term 4 - Week  8 - November/December 2020
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
What a wonderful weekend it was for our beautiful Class 12 students!  
They managed to present to the community both in person and online 
in a triumph of mind over matter, of hope over covid-restrictions, a 
triumph of community. The standard was again very high and the feeling 
in the room was heart-felt support as we heard from each student about 
their challenges and pitfalls, their wins and their personal growth; their 
sublime moments.  Thank you to Eleanor and the team (Marcelle in 
particular) who pulled the whole event together, the students were the 
stars, but you were the firmament upon which they stood.
I hope you were able to partake in some of the presentations they were 
all exceptional.  We will be taking the recordings, cleaning them up and 

This week...

“The basis of artistic creation is not what is, 
but what might be; not the real, but the possible.” 

R.Steiner 
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3.45pm Martial Arts in the 
Gym
4:00pm Cl 5 Play
4:00pm Cl 4 Play

5:00pm Class 7 Graduation

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

posting links to them on our Facebook page so you can enjoy any you 
may have missed. I want to send a lot of gratitude to the tech team who 
were able to make such an online event such a success, in particular I 
would like to thank Alex French (father of Leo in Class 7) who donated 
his expertise, time and gear to make sure our community could be 
included.
We are working through the restrictions for our other end-of-year events 
and will be able to make announcements soon on what format they 
will take and how we can involve our community as much as possible.  
Individual class events will be communicated separately to their class 
communities.  Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Important Dates
Next Week
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Liam Waterford | Assistant Principal

7pm Class 12 Play

7pm Class 12 Play

3.45pm Martial Arts in the 
Gym
7pm Class 12 Play

11:15 Rose Ceremony

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Last day of term - 11 December 2020

Half day- 12:30pm dismissal

8 - 10 December at 7pm
Please join us for this interesting and engaging 
play about the life of insects - flighty, sanguine 
butterflies; acquisitive, industrious beetles and 
fiercely organised, territorial ants.
Observing all the quirks and habits of these insects 
is a homeless man who has ‘seen it all’ and acts as 
a chorus-like figure commenting on the behaviour 
(which mirrors that of human beings in so many 
ways) of the creatures he encounters.  
Due to the unforseen lockdown which saw the Class 
12 Projects postponed, we have just one week to get 
the play together; however, this group has proved so 
many times and in so many ways that they can do it 
- in spades; so please book your tickets through the 
school booking system and we will see you all next 
week. Use this link below to book online...
https://www.trybooking.com/BNDOV

Class 12 Play

https://www.trybooking.com/BNDOV


Congratulations
Congratulations to our Class 12 students who 
presented their Class 12 Project presentations over 
the weekend.  As a parent reflected to me afterwards, 
they truly demonstrated strength, grace and skill!  
Our Class 12 students rose to the many challenges 
that the year 2020 threw at them.  The students 
engaged in extended independent research in a 
broad range of areas and finally enjoyed sharing 
their insights and inspiration with us. 
Thank you to the many people who supported us 
by watching the livestream and sending in questions 
for the students.  It was wonderful to see how many 
of you there were!  We are very grateful to school 
parent Alex French and alumni Oskar Watkins for 
volunteering to coordinate our livestream.  While we 
encountered a few internet glitches along the way, 
it went remarkably well for our first livestreamed 
event.  
It was wonderful to share the broader insights of 
our opening speakers from the school leadership, 
teaching, parent and student community.  Sally 
Francis, one of the class 12 parents shared beautiful 
insights with the parents and students which we 
have included here in full.  We were also pleased to 
welcome back MBWS alumni Francis Wirthesohn 
with insights for the class 12s on life beyond school 
and all of the gifts they will take with them from our 

education; creativity, lateral thinking and skills in 
problem-solving, to name but a few.  
Before closing, we acknowledged the many people 
who have supported the Class 12 students with their 
projects.  They were lucky to be held by parents and 
the broader community.  Also, to be encouraged, 
coached and supported by teachers as supervisors 
and specialist mentors from the community 
throughout the year.  The students were grateful to 
have the advice of Jo-anne Sarre to help them to 
prepare for presentations.  They were also supported 
by the many skills of our school’s administrative 
team.  And we recognize none of this would have 
been possible without Marcelle Avgoustinos who 
did an amazing job coordinating our event and the 
many iterations of ticketing as events unfolded.  
Thank you to everyone. 
The class 12 Project is a remarkable rite of passage 
for our students.  As we ‘tackled the last mountain, 
walked back into camp and shared our journey 
with the community’ through the presentations, it 
was striking to take in our graduates and what they 
achieved in this year.  They have shown that despite 
the challenges, we can work with imagination, 
flexibility and courage and contribute meaningfully 
to community in the process.  Well done, Class 12!  

Class 12 Projects

Eleanor Waterford | Class 12 Project Coordinator



Board Acknowledgments &
Thanks for the Y12 Presentations 

Over the last 4 magical days, two of our Board 
members were fortunate enough to attend the Year 
12 Special Project Presentations.  Like many things 
this year, the format had to be changed with minimal 
notice due to Covid, meaning tight restrictions on 
numbers.
We were amazed at the speed that the team adapted, 
found alternatives and pushed ahead. This was 
where we saw our school and communities strengths 
show.  A new parent with a talent for production, an 
ex-student with a gift for sound & vision and some 
brave Year 11 students -  all worked together to 
create not only an intimate space in the LAC, but 
also a livestream that reached beyond these walls 
for people unable to attend, and for this, we are so 
thankful.
It allowed us all to witness the rite of passage that 
this time marks, the coming together of community, 
connectedness, courage, grace and skill.  It also had 
the benefit of allowing family and friends from the 
UK, US, Europe and Asia to tune in and be part of 
the event.
For those that saw this, in person, or at home, I’m 
sure you will agree they gave us a weekend to 
remember. 

The Board would like to formally recognise and 
sincerely thank, all that were involved to enable the 
students to reach this point in their journey.  Those 
vital years in Kindy being immersed in nature and 
play, those formative years of primary school and 
the camps that bonded them, or the challenges 
in critical thinking and problem solving in High 
School.  We thank all the teachers and support staff 
that made this day possible and enabled the students 
we witnessed to reach their full potential, at the time 
it was right for them.
It was a humbling, enlightening and emotional 
weekend that reaffirmed to us, as both parents, and 
Board members, why we think this School is so 
special and why it’s worth investing in.
We wish the students well on their journey and we 
invite them all to stay in touch.   It was great to have 
some of last year’s students back to assist this year 
and to share their reflections with the wonderful 
place that is Mt Barker Waldorf School. .
We hope to see you all, restrictions permitting, at the 
Rose Ceremony, where the Class of 2020 will make 
their step beyond Sims Road and out into the world.  
We wish them the best and thank them for their 
resolve over the year that has been, their empathy 
and their support of each other, without judgment or 
recognition.
We listen with an open heart and we learn.

Board News

Daniel Hockin



I also want to acknowledge that I am speaking on 
the lands of the Permamangk people.
I’m going to start with the words of Irish poet, John 
O’Donoghue, talking about thresholds.
A threshold is not a simple boundary, but a frontier 
that divides two different territories, rhythms and 
atmospheres. It is a lovely testimony to the fullness 
of an experience or a stage of life, that it cannot 
be crossed without the heart being passionately 
engaged and woken up. At this threshold, a great 
complexity of emotions comes alive: confusion, 
fear, excitement, sadness, hope. This is one of the 
reasons such vital crossing are clothed in ritual.
Though we know each other’s names and recognize 
each other’s faces, we never know what destiny 
shapes each life. That we are here is a huge 
affirmation that somehow life needed us and wanted 
us to be. This acceptance can free us into a natural 
courage which casts out fear and opens up our 
lives to become voyages of discovery, creativity 
and compassion. No threshold need be a threat, but 
rather an invitation and a promise.
I was honoured to be asked by Eleanor to make this 
speech, but wanted to reflect the thoughts of some 
of the parents in the class, so invited contributions. 
Where there is a direct quote, I will say ‘parent 
voice’.
Parent voice: When we think of our class we think 
of them like one big family.  The students’ strength 
and resilience has carried them through 14 years of 
growing together into amazing young adults.  The 
school has provided holistic learning experiences 
and opportunities, including travel, to broaden the 
mind and nurture the spirit.
This has brought about confidence in the students 
being themselves with the ability to hold their own, 
talk to anyone and encourage one another in every 
aspect of life.
Throw your mind back to the Camel Trek 5 years 
ago when all parents spoke from the heart to their 
child in front of whole class – it was a reminder that 
it takes a village and a community to raise a child 
and it was important for the class to see they were 
held not only by their parents, but their community 
too.
As with any big family, we have had our fair share of 
difficulties, disappointments, heartache, happiness, 
joy and plenty of raucous laughter, not to mention 
the unbridled frivolity of the occasional teenage 
party!
Students have left the class and and they have come 
back, and the class - like some amoebic form - has 
absorbed these changes, regrouping and reforming 
with fluidity. 

Parent Voice: My child has been encouraged to thrive 
in their uniqueness, drawing on both strengths and 
weaknesses. The school and schooling has allowed 
them to challenge their vulnerabilities and see the 
gifts and challenges as they succeed.  The class 
group, parents and teaching body have worked as 
a pumice stone, sharpening, softening and shaping 
their form. It is a large component of their striving 
enlivened form, as they now sit ready to embark on 
the world.
In the Steiner curriculum, subjects studied in 
Primary School are returned to in High School with 
a greater depth of learning and enquiry in response 
to the development age of the student. So too, these 
school years will be the touchstone that you revisit 
and return to over and over again with renewed 
insights and understandings. 
The rituals and celebrations interwoven throughout 
the school year have embedded within you a deep 
physical, psychological and spiritual reverence to 
the rhythms of nature and the cycles of life. The 
dances, plays, songs, poetry, lanterns, fire and 
candlelight are imbued into the fabric of your being 
and will continue to inspire and enrich your lives. 
After the showcase this year, Stephney Sproull (who 
made this parent speech last year) observed how 
grounded and organic this years’ projects were, just 
like the class! You are a strong and steadfast class of 
students, held and nurtured by the school from your 
earliest years - most of you from kindy.
You were so blessed to have the calm and caring 
influence of Julie Board as Class teacher throughout 
Primary School, followed by Sue and Nic as 
Guardians through High School. That wonderful 
balance of relentless enthusiasm, organisation and 
irrepressible optimism that is Sue, counterbalanced 
with the more laid-back, easy-going, brotherly 
qualities of dear Nic. All topped off in these final 
years with the passion, patience and persistence of 
the inimitable Eleanor. 
These influences have created a stable, secure and 
safe environment in which you could learn and 
develop. A springboard for new experiences! 
The poet Rainer Maria Rilke said You have to live 
life to the limit, not according to each day, but by 
plumbing its depths. 
Some of our greatest learnings in life come from our 
biggest challenges, so be courageous in following 
your passions and take risks in stepping out into the 
unknown – whilst keeping occupational and safety 
in mind, of course!
Parent voice: As parents, we have particularly 
enjoyed hearing about the classes adventures at 

Class 12 Projects
Parent Speech



post-camp celebrations. The common themes of 
them pushing ahead to rise to a new challenge, 
supporting those that were sick or having a bad time, 
always come through so strongly.  There is a sense 
that they can all be themselves, have the courage 
to speak their truth when they need, without fear of 
judgment, a precious thing indeed.  
In addition to the ability to speak out you have all 
experienced the ability to be silent. Whether walking 
in silence through snow covered mountains in 
Tasmania, sitting under the stars around a campfire 
or the deep, dark still peace of a winter festival – 
silence can be a place to help you step back from the 
fray of life, turn inwards and reflect. A place to be 
open to new possibilities in life.
So, this has been a year like no other. Who would 
ever have thought that your final year at school would 
bring such difficult and unpredictable disruptions. 
Having said that, as difficult as it may have been, 
you have stayed focused and strong, embracing 
changes - such as online learning - with grace and 
good humour, including Toby the tortoise!
Leading by example, the High School teachers, 
demonstrated creativity and ingenuity in taking on 
new technologies with hours spent creating online 
teaching material. 
But maybe this year has made you stronger and more 
resilient, maybe it has consolidated your friendships 
and your caring for each other. Maybe, just maybe, 
you’ll even look back and think it was a blessing. A 
threshold like no other! 

So, Class 12 this is a wonderously exciting time for 
you all and as parents we hold in our hearts all the 
promise of what lies ahead as you venture out into 
the world (or South Australia given current Covid 
restrictions!). Always know that you have more than 
one family and one very large community to support 
and to celebrate when you need it.
To go full circle, I want to close with two verses of 
a poem by John O’Donoghue:

For a new beginning
Though your destination is not yet clear

 You can trust the promise of this opening;
 Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning

 That is at one with your life’s desire.
Awaken your spirit to adventure;

 Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk;
 Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,

 For your soul senses the world that awaits you

Go well Class 12!

Presented by Sally Francis with contributions 
from C12 parents: Rachael Hockin, Dan Hockin 
and Kara-Jane Bennett.

Speech Continued

As we approach the end of a highly varied year I 
would like to take a moment to say Yay! We are 
almost there. In these final weeks there will be 
limited borrowing opportunity focussing on returns 
of any outstanding loans. It would be wonderful 
if any students with overdue texts return these or 
came to visit me at lunch times Monday, Tuesday or 
Thursday to resolve these. If any student is unsure 
what loans they have they are welcome to speak to 
me and I will check.
I look forward to seeing students and their returned 
books.

Library

Ann | Liabrary
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December 2020/January 2021 
OUR PROGRAM DATE TIME 
Little Feats Playgroup for Dads 
Duck Flat Community Garden 

Tuesday 8 Dec 9.30am – 11.30am 

COVID-19 Relief Program  
offering assistance with Christmas food hampers, toys and gift 
vouchers          *eligibility criteria applies 

contact us 
83912747 

Monday to Friday 
9.00am -4.30pm 

The Break Up – Youth Music Event 
Stephen St, Mount Barker 

Friday 11 Dec 4.00pm – 8.00pm 

reVamp – COVID masks/Christmas gifts & more 
‘Christmas in Mount Barker 2020’    Mount Barker Showgrounds 

Saturday 12 Dec 11.00am – 5.00pm 

Christmas Cookie Decorating              free Tuesday 15 Dec 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

CENTRE CLOSING:  25 December 2020  CENTRE REOPENING:  4 January 2021 

School Holiday Art Workshop 
Illustrating native animals in clothes with Zinia King 

Monday 18 Jan 10.30am – 12.00pm 

School Holiday Cooking Workshop 
creating bliss balls and sorbet 

Wednesday 20 Jan 10.00am – 11.30am 

Circle of Security Parenting Program 
Nairne Primary School 

commencing 
Wednesday 27 Jan 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Women’s Information Service 
Volunteer training commencing                 free Monday 1 Feb 9.00am – 2.00pm 

Provide First Aid  
Accredited course including CPR, Asthma & Anaphylaxis 
components 

Wednesday 10 Feb 9.00am – 5.00pm 

 

a connected and inclusive community 
 
 
 

 
 

  like and share us on 

Facebook    

 www.mtbcc.org.au  
     83912747   
     enquiries@mtbcc.org.au 
some events can be booked online:        
  mtbcc.eventbrite.com 3 Dumas St  Mount Baker  SA  5251 



Community


