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Dear Families,
On Friday, we held our Official Opening of the refurbished Art building. At 2pm we 
were honoured to welcome the local Federal member of Mayo, Rebekha Sharkie, 
local State member of Kavel, Dan Cregan, Mayor of Mount Barker, Anne Fergueson, 
CEO of the Association of Independent Schools, Carolyn Grantskalns and the current 
and past Chair of the Block Grant Authority, Tina Whisson and John Wilson to the 
Opening ceremony.  A special Eurythmy performance and singing from the High 
School greeted our guests. On behalf of the School, I extended our gratitude to the 
Federal Government for the BGA Grant received to complete this project and a 
year 12 student, Isla Hannan Francis, read out a message from the Senator of South 
Australia, Andrew McLachlan who was suitably impressed with the quality of the 
refurbishment.
What a magical moment to hear the didgeridoo under the great gum tree on the 
Eurythmy lawns  and watch the Eurythmy performance, through the mist rolling in, 
with the recitation of the poem, “My Heart Soars” by Chief Dan George.  To mark 
the occasion we also held Art activities for the students throughout the day including 
making clap sticks, a mandala, weaving activities and clay work.  Thank you to all 
staff who contributed to the Celebration of the Arts workshops.  Thanks to David 
and Kyle Booth, Anna Kotanidis, Maren, Atsuko, Hui Ze Yin and Ruth with the 

This week...

“Love starts when we push aside our ego and 
make room for someone else.” 

by Rudolf Steiner
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9am Parent Eurythmy with 
Anna in the Eurythmy room
Cl 11 Botany Camp
7pm Cl 10 Play

PUPIL FREE DAY

9am Parent Speech with 
JoAnne in the Eurythmy room
Cl 11 Botany Camp
7pm Cl 10 Play
7pm Cl 4 PT Mtg
7pm Cl 5 PT Mtg

9am Parent Yoga with Bauke 
in the Eurythmy room 
Cl 11 Botany Camp
7pm Cl 10 Play

9-10am Kindy Library Open
Cl 11 Botany Camp
3.45pm Martial Arts in the 
Gym
7pm Cl 10 Play
6.45pm Cl 2 PT Mtg

9am Parent Craft in the old 
Playgroup Room
Cl 11 Botany Camp

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

musicians.  Thank you to Deborah, Marcelle, Daryl and Simon for setting up to make 
the space welcoming.  A special thanks to JoAnne Sarre for working with everyone 
to organise it.  
In recent years we renovated the Science building and built the Innovation Resource 
Centre to support learning opportunities in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM).  Now, with the refurbished Arts facilities, we expand the students experiences 
to a larger pallet beyond the usual academics to transform it into STEAM.  Art is the 
life thread that is woven throughout our Waldorf curriculum.
The refurbishment of the Art building holds a special place for our education.  The Arts 
is the key to opening up the font of creativity in our students to use their imagination, 
inspiration and intuition throughout their learning experiences.  Through integrating 
the Arts, students can learn in an environment that connects and integrates all concepts 
to add the elements of wonder, inquiry and innovation in everything they do. 
The Senior students are planning to hold an Art exhibition in our refurbished 
gallery space on Friday, 06 November in the evening.  Please save the date and 
come join us to enjoy the space and most importantly, enjoy the student’s work.  
Watch out for more details later.  Also, this week, Monday to Thursday evening 
at 7pm, parents are invited to attend the Class 10 Shakespeare play.  Please email  
tickets@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au with request of session date and number of 
attendees.

Important Dates
Next Week
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Helen Platell, JD | Principal

9am Parent Eurythmy with 
Anna in the Eurythmy room
9.30am Cl 1 Readiness
6pm Cl 12 P/T Mtg

9am Parent Speech with 
JoAnne in the Eurythmy room
9.30am Cl 1 Readiness
6.30pm Cl9 P/T Mtg
7pm Kindy P/T Mtg

9am Parent Yoga with Bauke
9am School Tour
9.30am Cl 1 Readiness 
4pm School Tour
6.30pm Cl7 P/T Mtg
7pm Cl 11 P/T Mtg

9-10am Kindy Library Open
9.30am Cl 1 Readiness
11pm Cl 5 Greek Olympics
3.45pm Martial Arts in the 
Gym
6.30pm AGM via Zoom

9am Parent Craft in the old
High School Art Exhibition 
Playgroup Room
4.30pm Cl 3 Play
7pm Cl 11/12 Art Exhibition

Elijah Date

Hello everyone!  
My name is Elijah Date 
and for my year 12 project 
I decided to endeavour 
on an exploration of 
the individual’s role 
and importance in 
history. Sometimes, 
to understand the true 
essence of a historical 
event is to see it through 
the eyes of somebody 
who was there. I have 
used a novella to create 
the story of a German 
pilot fighting in the 

airborne battles of world war two. By using relevant 
primary and secondary sources I have attempted to 
create a story that captures both historical accuracy and 

humanity. Through my process of creating this story, I 
hoped to create an Everyman character and gave myself 
the added challenge of exploring a character who 
ultimately fought for what was the wrong side. 
Being a later student to Waldorf, I came in class 7, 
something I treasure so much is how the community 
embraces you. Within just a few years it truly feels like I 
am a part of a family and I have built connections that I am 
sure will last the test of time. What is also so astonishing 
about this school is how versatile and inclusive the 
education is. Unlike some other interactions I had with 
schools where there was one universal way of teaching 
every student, here it is like the education can be moulded 
to the student to fit their needs. I feel this comes down to 
the teachers and their absolute dedication to each student 
and investing the right way to teach to their individual 
needs, something truly unique to Waldorf.

Class 12 Graduates



Board News

Working Group

Seeking Feedback

Board News

Diversity, Equity and Justice
The Mount Barker Waldorf School Board commits to working 
together to create a community where each and every child, 
family and educator can thrive regardless of racial heritage, 
gender, religious belief or sexuality; where every person sees 
themselves reflected and valued in the whole community
This commitment will begin by forming a WORKING GROUP 
which will first determine the scope and scale of a review of 
culture, curriculum, policies, practices, and assumptions. Any 
person associated with MBWS is invited to nominate to join 
this group. The voices of marginalised groups and individuals 
will centre the discussion so participants must be prepared 
to LISTEN and learn from marginalised counterparts.  The 

Working Group will then focus on addressing the issues 
raised. It is likely to be an interesting, at times confronting and 
possibly difficult conversation, but one we must be prepared 
to undertake. 
Please email Sally Amazon at sallyjamazon@gmail.
com with a paragraph explaining why you would like 
to nominate to join the Working Group, by Friday 30th 
October. 
“A healthy social life is found only when, in the mirror of each 
soul, the whole community finds its reflection, and when, in the 
whole community, the virtue of each one is living.”  R Steiner

We’d love some feedback from the community
Here is a link to a new ‘Complaints Resolution Policy & 
Procedure’, put together by a pop-up policy group that includes 
parents, staff and Board members.
After a lengthy consultation and discussion period we 
have produced what we believe is a sensible and workable 
complaints policy. This policy has been created in order to 
give all members of our Waldorf community a voice when 
they feel that things are not going well. We hope it will provide 
a greater sense of security, transparency and inclusiveness for 
community members.
We would like you to read through it and visualise how it can 
be utilised by parents, students, teachers, administration and 
Board members to resolve issues. We have put in place what 
we believe to be a strong set of checks and balances to ensure 

that all complaints are dealt with swiftly and by the appropriate 
person. We have also included the possibility for an ‘appeal’ 
if a decision does not satisfactorily resolve a complaint. Most 
importantly, the school’s governing body, which is the Board, 
has extended an assurance that any person making a complaint 
will be protected from any reprisals as a result of making a 
complaint.
You can view the policy here: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1SQCk1AlvRT5bHRtQ8YhEG2a4VOHkxJWz/
view?usp=sharing
Please email your feedback to the Board, with ‘Complaints 
policy comments’ as a subject line, to mtbw.board.
secretary@gmail.com

Sally Amazon | School Board

Goran Yakas | Pop-up Policy Group

Grounds and Gardens 

Late in 2019, the School became aware of possible soil contamination and reported it to the EPA. Initial 
soil testing revealed some low levels of contamination and further testing was required. At that time, we 
removed the old top soil in the area and replaced it with new soil. 
Throughout this time our priority has been ensuring the safety of our students, staff and parents. The 
investigation and testing has now been completed and we can confirm that soil removed will be disposed 
of as required. We thank you all for your patience as we continue to improve our policies and procedures 
to ensure we care for our school environment with best practice.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SQCk1AlvRT5bHRtQ8YhEG2a4VOHkxJWz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SQCk1AlvRT5bHRtQ8YhEG2a4VOHkxJWz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SQCk1AlvRT5bHRtQ8YhEG2a4VOHkxJWz/view?usp=sharing




Kindergarten

Banksia Rose

After a couple of weeks now complete at bush 
kindy, we have begun to feel quite at home with 
a rhythm that suits the morning programme in the 
outdoor environment.  Once we return from our 
morning walk the children settle into exploring the 
different spaces – the creek, sandpit, stone circle, 
stick structures and open areas.  The campfire needs 
to be prepared and the children busy themselves 
collecting kindling, chopping firewood, scrunching 
newspaper, and building the fire ready for lighting 
after morning tea.  While all this work and play 
is unfolding the camp kitchen helpers are busy 
alongside the adult preparing the meals.   
 

After morning circle, we come together and share a 
morning tea of fruit, almonds and warm golden tea.  
After cleaning up from morning tea, play resumes, 
the fire is lit and a group of children gather to sit 
on the logs to warm themselves and share their 
knowledge and wisdom from how the keep the fire 
alight to how to avoid smoke going into your eyes.  
Once the fire is blazing the children place the end of 
their long stick into the fire and enjoy the experience 
when it becomes alight.   Toasting leaves at the end 
of their stick is also enjoyed.  



Kindergarten

Banksia Rose

As the morning draws to a close and the lunch 
prepared, we gather for our story.  After lunch we 
tidy up and pack away all that we have used, make 
sure the fire is out, collect our bags and head up the 
hill to kindergarten for the afternoon programme 
with Stephanie and Noriko.  
Recently we celebrated Yassen’s 4th birthday and 
look forward to sharing Adelaide’s and Asher’s  
6th birthday with them and their families.
Although the weather has been very kind as we 
begin our bush kindy experience, please consider 
supporting your child’s health and well-being 
during this term with a nutritional bath at the end 
of each week.  Check out Louise Stewart’s website  
www.seasalthomeopathy.com.au for more 
information and other ideas.  If you have any 
questions, please ask.

Thank you to all our families who attended our 
gardening morning, it is a real joy to watch the space 
outside our kindergarten transform to a lush, cottage 
garden full of colour and possibilities to enhance the 
children’s play and our programme.

Leesa | Kindergarten Teacher



Class 8

Art

In Art, Class 8 Visual Arts students are currently 
designing the decoration of their mask. Heidi Karo 
had given them many inspiring examples from 
cultural masks all over the world. This Monday, 
they were making their own plaster masks. Now 
they will paint their design onto the mask. It will 
be interesting to read why they have chosen their 
design and to see the final results.

Maren | Class 8 Guardian



Class 11

Botany Camp



Class 11

Botany Camp



 

TUCKSHOP MENU TERM 4, 2020 
 

H o t   F o o d 

 

Sausage Roll $ 3.50 

Pasty (contains meat) $ 4.00 

Meat Pie $ 4.00 

Spinach & Feta Triangle (V)  $ 4.00 

Vegetable Roll (V) $ 4.00 

 

D r i n k s 

 

Spring Water 600ml $ 2.50 

Mountain Fresh 300ml juice $ 3.00 

 

S n a c k s 

 

Sunshine ice blocks (large) $ 2.00 

Vegie Chips 50g bag $ 2.00 

Fresh Brezel Pretzels $ 1.50 

Anzac Cookies (Vegan) $ 0.50 

Choc Chip Biscuits $ 0.50 

Choc Chip Biscuits (GF) $ 0.50 

Daily Baked Treat $ 2.50 

Bliss Ball (Vegan) $ 1.00 

 

(V) - Vegetarian 

(GF) - Gluten Free 

 

*For all special dietary needs, please speak 
to the Tuck Shop staff 

D a i l y    S p e c i a l s 
 

   

Toasted Sandwich  $ 4.00 

on Brezel Bread 

 Cheese & Tomato (V) or 

 Ham & Cheese  
 

L u n c h    S p e c i a l s 
 

Monday  

Falafel salad or wrap with quinoa tabouli & 

lemon tahini dressing (V) (GF) 

 $ 6.00 

 

Tuesday  
 

Baked potatoes with sour cream  

and cheese - filling of either 

   two cabbage slaw (V) or 

   spicy bean mix (V) 

Vegan option available $6.00 

  

Wednesday 

Burritos – wholemeal wrap with bean  

sauce, beef, lettuce, tomato, sour cream, 

cheese & salsa 
 

Vegetarian / Vegan / GF option available   
 
 $6.00  

Thursday 

Homemade sushi 

   Chicken & cucumber or 

   Avocado, carrot & cucumber (V) 
 

           $3.00 Per roll 

Friday 

Banh mi Vietnamese Roll with greens 

and quick pickle -  choice of either 

   BBQ chicken or 

   Chilli Tofu (V) 

  $ 6.00 

 

 



Community


