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Dear Parents and Friends,
This week we celebrate the Winter Solstice in a modified way and seek to feel a sense 
of community with a shared experience albeit not all at the same moment but rather 
over a couple days this Thursday and Friday, 18 and 19 June. In celebrating the Winter 
Solstice, we seek to create an experience of reverence and quiet contemplation. In this 
mood, each child may find the light within the darkness. In the smaller gathering of 
individual classes, we will sing, light handmade lanterns and walk the spiral within 
the darkened Eurythmy room or Living Arts Centre. Please note this Friday, 19 June is 
a half day for Early Childhood classes only. It is a full day of school for Primary and 
High School students. 
Unfortunately, as we cannot gather as a whole school yet I hope all parents may share 
and honour the mood that can be created at this time of year. There is a wonderful 
story called Stone Soup where no one villager has all the ingredients to make a hearty 
vegetable soup yet when each villager brings one ingredient, together a soup is made 
that is enough to feed the whole Village. Community is important to our school and 
I wonder how families might create a shared experience in their separate households 
by having a soup at home on Friday evening after the children have walked the spiral.  
Perhaps the children could light their lantern together, share the songs and stories with 
their families too.  

This week...

“I go with my little lantern, my lantern is going with me.
In heaven the stars are shining, on earth goes my 

lantern with me...”
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9am School Tour
4pm School Tour

In class celebrations for 
Winter Festival
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Full day of school 
Primary and High School
Half Day School Early 
Childhood
In class celebrations for 
Winter Festival

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

The frosty cool nights lead us to make hearty soups and gather inside. Yet, the 
moments when I’ve come outside especially at night or early morning, I am awakened 
to the silent beauty of the heavens. Images of the experiences of the students on camp 
arise and I hope that we will be able to hold class camps soon. We are blessed with 
a rich natural school environment to enjoy and I imagine we may have to reinvent 
ways to share these experiences of nature with the students within our school or 
local area rather than travelling afar. Parents understanding of the need to make these 
adjustments is appreciated.  

Important Dates
Next Week
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3.15pm Class 8 Fire Twirling
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LAST DAY OF TERM 2

Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Liam Waterford | Assistant Principal

Year 12 Graduates
Tansy

Hi I’m Tansy Bennett!  For my Class 12 project I 
am looking at the human fascination with mountains 
and how this can provoke journeys.  Despite the 
current challenges, I am still hoping to undertake 
an exploratory trek into the Flinders rangers when 
it becomes possible. Through out the year I will 
research both the practical and theoretical sides 
of my project intertwining them through creative 
expression while pursuing the question: ‘what is 
it about mountains and their impulse for human 
journey?’. This interest of mine has been inspired 
by my admiration for the natural world and the great 
Outdoor program at Mount Barker Waldorf School.  
I have been a student at this school since Class 3 
and I know I’m a Waldorf student because of many 
reasons. I can perform in drama productions, be 
creative with many different mediums, propagate 
fruit trees, hike through snow and desert, orienteer 
and learn from a series of Main Lessons. With this 

diverse range of skills I have also learnt to appreciate 
people and their differences. I have also learnt so 
much from growing up with my fellow students who 
have offered me different perspectives on the world. 

Family Zone Partnership
It is increasingly clear to all that technology is exposing our children 
to risks. As part of our ongoing commitment to educational excellence 
and our duty of care to ensure students’ safety and well-being, we’re 
proud to announce that Mount Barker Waldorf School has partnered 
with Family Zone. Family Zone is Australia’s leading provider of 
cyber safety and security services to schools and parental control 
products for parents. You will be receiving communication soon that 
outlines the partnership and what Family Zone will be providing 
for our school as well as how you can participate as a parent. While 
this is focused on High School, we encourage parents in the Primary 
school to look into the benefits of managing students’ online time 
with help from cyber safety experts.



OSHC

2020 Winter Festival

After school care is available for school aged 
students from 3:20pm until 6:30pm by our OSHC 
service. This service is an extension of the holistic 
care and education of the Mount Barker Waldorf 
School. Our daily rhythm includes walking the 
school’s beautiful grounds, enjoying creative play, 
making and eating a nutritious, locally sourced 
afternoon tea and more. Where possible, we use 
biodynamic or organic produce. This week’s theme 
is Fungi.
Places are still available on all days and government 
support is available for this service. We are 
temporarily offering free trial sessions for families 
to make use of this service for this term, so if you 
have need for this care service, please contact me by 
calling the office on 83910411 or email on OSHC@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. Limited places so please 
book in advance.

The Winter Festival is celebrated on (or near) the 
winter solstice, acknowledging this turning point 
in the year. We feel the cold and the darkness that 
the depth of winter can bring both outwardly and 
inwardly. Making and carrying the lanterns signifies 
the light we have within ourselves that is always 
shining, even in the darkest moments. Walking the 
winter spiral connects each of us to the world, the 
seasons and each other.
This year the Winter Festival will be celebrated 
in a different manner. Despite the restrictions we 
find ourselves in students will still be honouring 
the winter solstice, unfortunately, without parents 
to share in the experience this year. However, we 
encourage families to take the opportunity to walk 
with the lanterns in your neighbourhood to share 
this light with your community. 
The Eurythmy Room and Living Arts Centre Stage 
will be set up with foliage spirals. Each individual 
class will be allocated time to walk the spiral, light 
their lanterns and sing their winter songs.  All classes 
will celebrate this turning point of the year with 
stories and activities that reflect the winter mood.  
Some classes will prepare and share food (soup and 
bread) within their own class groups.

Even though the restrictions have changed the way 
we celebrate this festival the teachers and students 
will still hold and experience the reverence for this 
event.

Giulius | OSHC Coordinator

Liam Waterford | Assistant Principal

Primary School
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