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Dear Parents and Friends,
With great anticipation, the renovations on the Art building have begun.  The 
refurbishment of the two classrooms in the Art building will include creating an Art 
Gallery, space for an Artist in residence, an indoor/outdoor purpose built space for 
all art forms including a kiln for pottery.  Please note no parking is allowed near and 
around the site office during construction.  Completion is anticipated for late in Term 
3 and an official opening to be held early in Term 4.  
This week our Library has reopened and parents are welcomed back onto school 
grounds.  Restrictions on visitors and mixing classes continue to affect some aspects 
of our curriculum including camps, choir, excursions and festivals.  Our Canteen will 
continue to be open Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays with a limited yet delectable 
menu to the end of term.  Thank you to Lily for providing a wonderful menu.  The 
tasty soup, curry and pizza with vegan and gluten free options are welcomed.  Pasties 
and Pies can be ordered on the same day, however, parents are requested to pre-order 
canteen food for the week.  
Please look out for a note about how your child’s class will be celebrating the Winter 
Festival.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to gather as a whole school.  However, a 
variety of activities to mark the solstice, are planned for the Thursday and Friday 18 
and 19 June, during school. Please note, Friday 19 June is a full day if school.

This week...

“Without leaps of imagination, or dreaming, we lose the 
excitement of possibilities. Dreaming, after all, is a form 

of planning.”
Gloria Steinem
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https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

The new No Jab No Play legislation that requires all children under 6 years old, 
who attend an Early Childhood programme to be immunised, is most likely 
coming into effect this August.  We await more information from SA Health.  We 
are considering running a Playgroup for 3 and 4 year old children whose parents 
wish to continue with a Waldorf education one or two mornings per week.  If you 
wish to participate in a playgroup for this age group, please contact the office at 
office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 

Important Dates
Next Week
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9am School Tour
4pm School Tour 

In class celebrations for 
Winter Festival
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Full day of school
In class celebrations for 
Winter Festival

Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal



OSHC

After school care is available for school aged 
students from 3:20pm until 6:30pm by our OSHC 
service.  This service is an extension of the holistic 
care and education of the Mount Barker Waldorf 
School.  Our daily rhythm includes walking the 
school’s beautiful grounds, enjoying creative play, 
making and eating a nutritious, locally sourced 
afternoon tea and more.  Where possible, we use 
biodynamic or organic produce.  This week’s theme 
is Mushrooms.
 
Places are still available on all days and government 
support is available for this service.  We are 
temporarily offering free trial sessions for families 
to make use of this service for this term,  so if you 
have need for this care service, please contact me by 
calling the office on 83910411 or email on OSHC@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  Limited places so 
please book in advance.

Giulius | OSHC Coordinator

Year 12 Graduates
Aiden

Hi Everyone, 
My name is Aiden 
and I have been at 
the school since 
playgroup.
For my year 12 
project I am focusing 
on capturing the 
practical and aesthetic 
qualities of Australian 
timbers with a focus 
on sustainability as 
well as the long-
term development of 

sustainable forestry in Australia. I am going about 
this through cabinet and furniture making with a 
variety of Australian timbers such as Tasmanian 
Oak, Redgum and Blackwood. I am learning new 
techniques, skills, and methods. I am also looking 
into the sustainability of timber harvesting in 
Australia and where we can go in the future to ensure 
we can access this resource without destroying 
ecosystems and habitats. My project combines my 
passion for carpentry with my love of the natural 
world, and focuses on finding this balance.

I know I’m a Waldorf student because I truly enjoy 
coming to school. The energy and passion that is 
present in the classroom during our main lessons 
makes coming to school something I look forward 
to. How many year 12s can say that? 
Throughout my years at Waldorf, the major standout 
to me has got to be the camps. For me, this love of 
school camps was cemented late last year when our 
whole class jetted off to Tasmania for 2 weeks to 
explore some of the world’s most beautiful forests, 
mountains and coastlines. Couple this with a 5-day 
hike through the Walls of Jerusalem world heritage 
area, which began in a snowstorm and ended in 
sunshine, all with your 17 best mates, and you have 
the experience of a lifetime. 
If there is one message that I would like to share 
with the younger year levels at the school, it is; stick 
it out. When you think that your over Waldorf and 
that you’ve had enough, give it a bit longer. Waldorf 
might not make sense at the time, but towards the 
end you begin to truly appreciate the opportunities, 
perspectives and people that come with it, but, most 
of all, enjoy the ride. Mine’s nearly over, and I’ve 
loved every second of it. 



Library

Winter Festival

Japanese

2020

Class 11 & Class 4

I look forward to welcoming students back to the 
library this week. In honour of Reconciliation Week 
I have highlighted some of our books for all levels 
featuring the work of Indigenous authors and artists. 
There are many in our collection and as a library 
we have made these easy to find by putting the 

Aboriginal flag on the spine. 
Over the past few weeks there have been a few 
changes to the library shelving. I look forward to 
assisting students to become familiar with this new 
arrangement. I hope they will discover a new author 
or book they haven’t seen before.

This year the students will be celebrating the Winter 
Festival in a different way in their own Class groups. 
Due to the ongoing restrictions all students will 
be at school for the whole day on Friday 19 June. 
Currently Primary school children are making their 
lanterns.  During the Winter Festival day students 
will be walking a spiral, singing songs, and in some 
classes preparing and sharing food. 
We encourage families to have their own lantern 

walk this year, in the evening of or near the Solstice. 
In the High School, each class group will be 
celebrating the festival in its own way. The older 
classes will walk the spiral, while Class 8 and 9 have 
other activities planned.  More information will go 
out to those classes via their guardians.  
We look forward to parents joining in the celebrations 
in 2021.

Konnichiwa.
Community values are being absorbed at our school. 
Last Tuesday Class 11 students Misha and Jaiah 
responded to my request for assistance with Class 
4. Misha and Jaiah gave up their lunch break to 

help the young ones with their work. They offered 
techniques they use to memorise Hiragana letters. 
The young students thrived on their mentorship. 
Thank you Misha and Thank you Jaiah. 

Ann | Library

Debra Lutze

Atsuko | Japanese Teacher



Gallery



Gallery


