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Dear Parents and Friends,
I wish to thank parents for your cooperation and understanding with the changes in the 
drop off and pick up of your child/ren as well as with the postponement of activities 
such as camps, excursions and incursions. It is with regret that, unfortunately, some of 
these activities have had to be cancelled or reconsidered to occur in a different way.  
For Winter Festival, staff are looking at alternative ways for a celebration to go ahead 
albeit not as a large gathering. To this end, students are making lanterns in the different 
classes and High School students are practising their fire twirling in anticipation that 
we will celebrate winter time in a somewhat altered fashion. Whilst we are all happy 
to have returned to the more familiar face to face teaching, we await the time when the 
many interactive activities will return.
This week marks the beginning of Reconciliation week starting Wednesday, 27 May 
to Wednesday 3 June.  This year’s theme is “In This Together”. News Corp Australia’s 
Community Ambassador, Penny Fowler, said, “National Reconciliation Week is a 
chance to unite Australians even while isolated and to reflect on what reconciliation 
means to all of us. This year is a great opportunity to participate virtually and we 
encourage everyone to get involved”. 

“Poona Warta Peramangk Nai ya Tandan” 
translation 

“Good Peramangk Country for little spirits (children)”
Ivan Tiwu Copley, Peramangk Elder

This week...
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6:30pm Class 12 Remote Parent/
Teacher Meeting
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https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

The following workshops may be of interest to our community members. To celebrate 
Reconciliation Week 2020, the “Hills Connected Communities” Community Centres; 
Mount Barker, The Hut, Torrens Valley and The Summit are proud to offer traditional 
Art Workshops presented by local Aboriginal Artist David Booth via Zoom. Each 
Community Centre will offer a series of three workshops. At the end of the series, 
participants will have their own completed piece of artwork to keep and display 
proudly at home.
After registration, participants will receive login details for Zoom which will be 
used to deliver these workshops. Participants will be provided with an art pack with 
materials for use during the workshops. The art packs can be picked up from your 
local community centre.

Mount Barker Community Centre 
Wednesdays 27 May and 3,10 June - 6-7pm

Bookings:  mtbcc.eventbrite.com 
COST: $10 per series of three workshops (includes art pack)

Late last year, our Reconciliation Action Plan was recognised by Narragannawali 
online platform. This year is our first year with a RAP and amidst dealing with the 
pandemic, it remains important to acknowledge that our School, where we teach and 
learn, is on Peramangk Land. This coming week teachers will be undertaking a variety 
of activities with the students. Please see our School’s Vision of Reconciliation and 
the Acknowledgement of Country below.

Important Dates
Next Week
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STUDENT FREE DAY

Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Vision of Reconciliation

At Mount Barker Waldorf School our vision for 
Reconciliation is to
• Acknowledge First Nations peoples of Australia 

and their enduring connection to, ownership and 
custodianship of the lands, seas and waterways.  In 
particular, in this respect, we acknowledge people 
of the Peramangk Nation (both past and present) on 
whose Land our school stands.

• Create a place of ‘two-way’ learning where people 
of all ages and backgrounds have opportunities to 
experience, build respect for, and proudly celebrate 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.

• With a focus on truth-telling, respectfully incorporate 
teaching about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures into our Steiner 
school curriculum, to promote understanding and 
appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
knowledge, wisdom, spiritual perspectives and 
continuing contributions.

• Engage with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, developing trust and respect, and 
building partnerships and relationships, through the 
cultivation of cultural understanding.

Mount Barker Waldorf School’s vision for 
reconciliation is a more just and equitable Australia 
where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
knowledge, cultures and spirituality are actively 
valued for the ways in which they continue to enrich 
Australian society.

Acknowledgement of Country

We wish to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians 
of our region, the Peramangk People whose cultures 
and customs have nurtured and continue to nurture 
this Land, since time immemorial.  We honour the 
presence of the Ancestors of this Land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flows through all creation.
We acknowledge with gratitude that we share 
this Land today and sorrowfully acknowledge the 
historical as well as intergenerational costs of that 
sharing.  We would also like to acknowledge our 
hope and belief that we are moving to a place of 
equity, justice and partnership together for the future. 
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Please return any finished Library books.
It is lovely to see and hear so many students back at 
school.  While the library remains closed to students I 
am very happy to accept returns of any books that were 

sent home with students in their remote learning pack. 
Some of you may have received more than one book so 
please return any copies you are not currently needing. 

Library

Ann | Library

OSHC

After school care is available for students aged up 
to 12 from 3:20 until 6:30pm by our OSHC service.  
Our daily rhythm includes walking the school’s 
beautiful grounds, enjoying creative play, making 
and eating a nutritious afternoon tea and more.  This 
week’s theme is Wattle trees.
Places are still available on all days and government 
support is available for this service. We are 
temporarily offering free trial sessions for families 
to make use of this service for this term,  so if you 
have need for this care service, please contact me by 
calling the office on 83910411 or email on OSHC@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. Limited places so please 
book in advance.

Giulius | OSHC Coordinator

Class 12 Graduates
Hamish

Hi, my name is Hamish. For my Year 12 Project I 
am taking on the renovation process. Having now 
been through the design and council approval 
stages, I will be renovating my balcony into a safe 
and functional living space for my family to enjoy.  I 
will be guided by the project question ‘what can my 
hands bring to my home?’ 
The aim of this project is to explore the process 
of undertaking renovation principles for a simple 
space.  The idea for my project dawned on me two 
years ago when my brother was doing his Year 12 
Project. I was thinking about what I was going to do 
as I sat out on our balcony at home. I noticed then 
that it needed attention. The structure itself looked 
aged and needed modernising.
This will be familiar to every Waldorf student, I 

know I’m a Waldorf student because I can clearly 
tell the difference between Prussian blue paint and 
normal blue paint by smelling it!



Class 11 Main Lesson

Australian Studies



Community

Nanny Wanted

We are looking for a wonderful 
nanny to join our family two 
days each week.  If this is of 
interest to you, please contact 
Sonya on 0434 180 601. 


