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Dear Parents,
Last week the Koi Flags were put up at school as a symbol to mark the celebration 
of Children’s day in Japan.  It is a wonderfully colourful symbol to contemplate 
as the wind rustles through them.  They remind me of our own school motto of: 
Strength, Grace and Skill.  The purpose of a school is to work with the potential 
of all young people.  These past couple of weeks has made that purpose so clear 
and meaningful.  In partnership, both staff and parents share in this single purpose.  
It is a privilege to be a part of a community who has demonstrated it can rise 
to a seemingly insurmountable challenge of going online and supporting remote 
teaching and learning with such creativity and aesthetics.  A special thank you to 
parents who have shown the spirit of gratefulness.  Your many gifts showing your 
appreciation have been well received and valued.  At a time when so many put in 
extra hours and grappled with the challenges, these gifts helped us know we were 
on the right track.  
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7pm Cl 4 Parent (Virtual) Meeting
7pm Cl 5 Parent (Virtual) Meeting

6.30pm Cl 9 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting

6.30pm Cl 7 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting

6.45pm Cl 2 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting
7pm Cl 11 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting

6.30pm Cl 6 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting

6.30pm Cl 10 Parent (Virtual) 
Meeting

“Character develops itself in the stream of life.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

The carp flags (or kites/streamers) are known as koinobori and symbolise Children’s 
Day in Japan, held on May 5 every year.  The koi is a fish that swims upstream, and 
can even leap out of the water over small obstacles. In the wind the koi streamers 
appear to be swimming vigorously upstream. The koi is used as an icon for Children’s 
Day as it signifies parent’s hopes for their children to be determined and strong, trying 
with all the vigour of the swimming carp.

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Library

Dear Parents and Students,
I know there is a lot going on around us. As we continue 
working our way through these changing times, I am 
pleased to let you know that the Premiers Reading  
Challenge is also being adapted. Over Term 2 students 
are welcome to read or share in the reading of any 12 
books you choose. The reading list is available online 
at http://www.premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au/PRC/ 
if you would like to see what in your collection is on 
the list. This free choice option is to allow students to 
participate whether they have access to materials or 
not. South Australian public libraries have a number of 

online services for digital books if that is appropriate for 
your child. 
As you are checking your home shelves please keep an 
eye out in case you have one of our school library books 
hiding in your collection, we would love to see it back in 
our Library when we all return.
Please enjoy this time together and happy reading 
Feel free to contact me with any questions regarding 
PRC at aoconnor@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 

Ann | Library

As promised, the current situation around COVID-19 has 
been reviewed this week.  In light of the current positive 
climate in overcoming the spread of COVID-19, I am 
happy to invite and encourage all parents to send their 
children back to school from Monday, 18 May. Whilst we 
will continue the remote teaching and learning to the end of 
Term 2 for those who choose to learn from home, we will 
return to our usual timetable of face to face teaching and 
learning for students in Kindergarten to Year 9.  Teachers 
will not continue with live Online presentations but rather 
provide for online resources for students at home to support 
their learning.  
In Years 10-12, it is felt that these students are benefiting from 
directing their learning more independently.  Therefore, we 
may continue with an altered format focusing on supporting 
their altered learning program for now. Teachers for these 
year groups are at school and present to support student’s 
learning in these years.
Please note that whilst we are returning to a face to face 
format, there are many restrictions that will continue to be 
in place.   Whilst social distancing rules are not required 
within schools between students, we are still requested to 
limit other adult interactions and group gatherings plus 
increase cleaning and hygiene protocols.  We will not be 
holding assemblies, group singing, going on excursions, 
camps or inviting in visitors.  All group meetings will be 
held online for this term (or until restrictions are removed) 
and not in person.  We are looking to continue extra cleans, 
changed greeting protocols including a sign in/out book at 
the Kindy gate.  Parents are requested to not congregate 
on school grounds, but rather, if possible, kiss and drop/
pick up children. Thank you for maintaining these social 
distancing protocols to help prevent any chance of going 
backwards in overcoming the spread of COVID-19.  
We are offering OSHC and plan to reopen the canteen in 
Week 5 or 6.  Note that the canteen is not open next week.  
Look out for a separate letter to parents later in the week to 
outline expectations for next week.  
If your child or someone in your family is not well, please 
be extra careful and keep your child home.  The school will 

be taking temperatures and sending anyone home with a 
fever and/or cough. Thank you for your cooperation.

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Rocky Road

Thank you Choco Gram

http://www.premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au/PRC/ 


Gardening Weekend

Planting out the little garden in front of the Admin 
building has been on the Landscape Working Group 
agenda for a few months, and it was wonderful for it 
to finally come together on the weekend. We’d sourced 
the plants and kept them happy in their pots over the 
summer, and autumn planting now beckoned; so Milton, 
Olivia in Class 3 and I spread and dug in the compost 
that multi-talented Daryl had collected last week, and on 
the weekend, we put in 25 local native flowering plants, 
which will bloom in varying shades of pink, yellow, red, 
purple and white, attracting butterflies, bees and birds, 
and providing a colourful, leafy approach to our school’s 
reception area.  If you’d like to be involved in planting 
and caring for our gardens on an occasional basis, we’d 
love to hear from you. Email is best:
 mbws.landscape@gmail.com. 

LSWG

Doreen Mellor

Thank Doreen, Milton and Olivia for your 
wonderful contribution to our garden.

With appreciateion,
Helen Platell



LWG

Plant of the Week

This week’s plant is Wahlenbergia gracilis, otherwise 
known as the Sprawling or Australian Bluebell. 
This species of Bluebell is widespread across Australia 
and a common plant growing in a variety of soils from 
moist, well drained to poor stony soils in dry conditions.  
It’s a very versatile and hardy plant, being found in wet 
to dry forests, woodlands, shrublands and grasslands, 
including on roadsides and in gardens and lawns!
The pretty blue flowers have come up following the rains 
we have had in the hills, with plants generally flowering 
in winter and spring.  This perennial plant often dies 
back in summer to a thick taproot.  Although growing in 
the cooler month’s germination and growth occasionally 
occurs after favourable rains during the warmer seasons.  
It becomes very conspicuous when in flower and, 
together with other Bluebells, can colour the landscape. 
Plants are tolerant of drought and exposure and light 
frost, are fast growing in full sun or semi-shade. Mature 
plants resprout after fire.
Plants grow to 30 cm and can create a dense ground 
cover in good conditions.  It is a suitable pot plant, 
great in cottage gardens and responds well to pruning.  
The flowers can be eaten raw, and the nectar is food for 
butterflies.

We shall be adding these plants this winter to our existing 
wildlife corridor plantings to build up the understorey 
and habitat.
The LWG can be contacted at mbws.landscape@gmail.
com and we welcome any enquiries.

Plant of the Week

OSHC

Students aged up to 12 have care provided after 
school until 6:30pm by our OSHC service.  Our 
routine includes walking the school’s beautiful 
grounds, making and eating a nutritious afternoon 
tea, which included pizza for the first time, played 
creative and artistic games in the OSHC room and 
in the OSHC room, chess with the giant chess set, 
played and climbed in the Gym, added to the OSHC 
garden.  This week’s theme is butterflies.
 
Please use Mount Barker Waldorf’s Outside School 
Hours Care service for your care needs. Presently 
there is room each day, so call to book in and 
secure a position to ensure that your needs are met.  
Enquiries and bookings can be made at OSHC@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

Giulius | OSHC Coordinator
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