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Dear Parents and Friends,
Welcome back to Term 2. We started today in a new and unusual way with more 
than half of the students remaining at home to undertake their learning remotely. 
Most classes at school are combined except for Class 1.  Today, we began a 
Remote Teaching and Learning programme for Kindergarten through to year 12 
for all students both at school and at home.  All children have a Remote Teaching 
and Learning pack that can be picked up today according to the alphabetical 
schedule or tomorrow 8-10am or 2-4pm for anyone. Parents, please note, that if 
your child attends school then they will need to have their pack and file with them 
to undertake their learning at school.   
Combined classes are being supervised to complete the work set in the Remote 
Learning pack whilst at school.  Individual classes are attending their teacher’s 
online presentations, except for Kindergarten.  During the school day students are 
experiencing being with other teachers rather than their Class teacher/guardian.  
The Class teachers and guardians are busy teaching remotely and whilst they can 
check in with students at school, they are not available to teach their students in 
the usual way.  
The school is open and we are seeking to follow social distancing and hygiene for 
safety purposes.  Please note that all activities including assemblies, excursions 
and incursions are not running until further notice.  Alternative plans for parent 
teacher meetings may include the possibility of phone or online virtual meetings 
instead of face to face meetings.  The Canteen is not open this term.  Join me to 
send condolences to Sofie who has travelled to Denmark to join her family to 
grieve for the loss of her mother.    
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Remote Learning Pack Pick-up
8-10am and 2-4pm for all classes

Term 2 begins

7pm Cl 1 Parent (Virtual) Meeting

7pm Cl 3 Parent (Virtual) Meeting

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Project Completed!

In the middle of the busy and uncertain times which 
unfortunately characterised the end of Term 1, there was 
an exciting moment celebrated in the High School. One of 
our Class 12 students from last year, Ryan Deer returned 
to school on the High School’s remote learning day to 
install his final stained-glass window in the Innovation 
Resource Centre.
Celebrating the completion of Ryan’s project was 
particularly poignant while so many of our school 
students were learning remotely. He was driven to 
complete his Class 12 Independent Project despite the 
unavoidable delays he had experienced last year making 
it not possible within his Class 12 year. He maintained 
his commitment to his project goal despite having 
graduated. It seems to me that Ryan’s window literally 
illustrates the strength and colour of our education. 
Indulge the English teacher in me if you will, I can’t help 
but see this window as a shining metaphor of our love of 
learning and community.  I am sure you will appreciate it 
too when you next visit our IRC building. 
With special thanks to Ryan’s mentor Debra Lutze, and 
Darryl and Simon for their support with installation. It 

is thanks to the many generous adults in our community 
that our students can learn and grow through the Class 12 
Independent Project. 

Eleanor | Class 12 Project Coordinator

These are uncertain times and when faced with a challenge, 
I am inspired by what arises out of it.  The work prepared 
by the teachers for Teams is beautiful and carries a certain 
uniqueness that identifies us not simply as an Online 
Learning Education but a work of Art to share with our 
families.  I am most especially excited to be in partnership 
with parents in the children’s learning.   
It appears the people of South Australia have managed the 
pandemic well so far to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in 
our community. At school, I wish to continue maintaining 
the measures that have helped us in that outcome such as 
social distancing, personal hygiene measures and extra 
cleaning of classroom and frequently touched areas.  Our 
school will provide Remote teaching and learning for all 
of Term 2.  However, we will review how we organise and 
supervise classes depending on the number of students in 
week 3 and 6 to determine whether or not class teachers/
guardians will go back to teaching in front of the classes.  If 
we do change, you will be notified of the decision.    I hope 
we continue to be virus free and most especially through the 
Winter season upon us. Please notify us, if your child does 

develop a cough and/or fever then please keep them home.  
Be aware, temperatures will be taken at school.  
Remember to call the school to discuss any IT issues with 
Katie and use Teams to ask your Class Teacher/Guardian 
any questions about your child’s education.  Please note 
that a copy of the Student Record in your child’s Remote 
Learning Pack should be sent in by week 3, 6 and the file 
returned in week 9 along with any resources sent out eg 
recorder, paint brush.   A daily attendance record must be 
kept and all absences reported either on the PC School App 
or by calling the Absentee line:  
Early Childhood parents, please check in each day in the 
Poll on Teams to mark your child’s attendance.
For now, Parent Teacher meetings will be held virtually on 
Teams.  Check with your Class Teacher/Guardian or the 
calendar on the PC School App to confirm date and time.  I 
look forward to the many stories this different approach will 
bring.  Sharing your journey for our enews is welcomed at:
newsletter@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.

Helen Platell, JD | Principal



LWG

Veggie Garden
What to plant this week?

Do have a vegetable patch?  If not, perhaps now is an 
opportune time to start one to support the work we do in 
the Gardening lessons as we move to remote learning.  
Gardening is also very therapeutic as it is an ideal way 
to ground oneself with nature by connecting through 
the soil, and can even be relaxing and meditative.  It 
is certainly very satisfying and rewarding to reap the 
benefits of one’s labour!
How to start:  If you don’t already have a patch, now is a 
great time to get outdoors and become active.  Vegetable 
gardens can be set up in an open sunny aspect in large 
pots or troughs if garden space is unavailable.  
Otherwise select an area in the garden, it may only be 1 
or 2 square metres, to turn in to a growing area.  It can 
even be in the lawn as long as it gets lots of sun.  Cut the 
edge of the shape you desire with a spade and remove all 
grass roots.  
For both types always add organic compost or well- 
rotted animal manure and turn in.  Some gardeners enjoy 
working with the “no dig” method of growing vegetables.  
You can find out more information online.  Having your 
patch slightly higher than the surrounding ground will 
aid with drainage.
Make sure you can keep your garden safe from animals 
such as birds, dogs and possums.  You might need to 
consider constructing a light weight frame to net it.  
What to plant:  At this time of the year there are plenty 
of winter vegetables you can grow.  It’s also a good idea 
to plant a few flowers too, as the bees will enjoy these 
whilst maintaining a balance in the garden.  It’s a good 
idea to look into Companion planting too, as some plants 
grow better with friends, whilst planting with others can 
slow growth.

Vegetables for the hills:  I prefer to sow any “root” crops 
directly in to the ground.  
These include carrots, beetroot, parsnips, turnips, swedes, 
radish.  Mark rows of seeds with a stick at each end so 
you can identify them when weeding later.  
Other seeds you may wish to grow in trays/punnets first 
to establish them as seedlings before transplanting them 
out.  You might like to try cabbage, khol rabi, broccoli, 
cauliflower, celery, leek, lettuce, kale, spring onion, 
Asian greens, silverbeet, spinach, onions and garlic 
Finally, make sure you care for your vegetable patch by:
Keeping it moist, Weed regularly, Protect seedlings (can 
use milk cartons with both ends cut off) until established, 
Fertilize when needed (such as Seasol or Fish Emulsion)
Good luck and happy gardening!  

Veggie Garden

Sue Catlow  | Landscape Working Group

Landscape

The LWG is pleased to announce that we have a 
new member joining our Team - Kylie Moritz.
Kylie has been a parent to two high school students 
since Kindy days and is very familiar with our 
wonderful grounds. Professionally she works for 
the NRM as District Manager where she oversees 
a small team and has a background as a Restorative 
Ecologist. When she’s not out bush she can also be 
found trekking to raise money for great causes.

She brings with her a huge amount of knowledge 
and experience on our native environment, and an 
avenue to greater resources and education through 
her workplace.
We are very lucky to have her, and we know she will 
be welcomed by our community.  Thanks Ky!

Working Group



 

 
 

Mt Barker Waldorf School, a School for Rudolf Steiner Education Inc (the Association) 
PO Box 318 
MT BARKER SA 5251 
AUSTRALIA 
 
22 April 2020 
 
RE: Notice of deferral of Annual General Meeting due to COVID-19 pandemic

Dear Association member,

I am writing to inform you of the decision by the Association’s management committee – the Board
of Mt Barker Waldorf School – to postpone the Annual General Meeting (AGM), potentially until
early November 2020.

In light of the current restrictions placed on public gatherings and social distancing within South
Australia as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we sought advice from the Associations &
Cooperatives section of the SA Department of Consumer and Business Services. We were informed 
that where, due to the pandemic, an association was unable to hold an AGM within the legislated 
time frame, (in our case, prior to 29 May 2020), they would allow AGMs to be postponed for up to 
6 months. 

The option of holding an online AGM for the Association was considered, but we have not taken 
this approach as the required quorum of 50 members for our AGM makes a remote electronic
meeting particularly unworkable. Additionally, many in alignment with our school’s guiding 
philosophies have a preference for non-digital meetings where possible.

All Board members who were due or considering retirement at the next AGM have kindly agreed to 
extend their service through this difficult time and we thank them for their commitment.

Note that our proposed early November timing takes whole school events and vacation periods into
account as well as the above pandemic-related issues. We will be periodically checking the
Consumer and Business Services website for any updates or changes to their advice and will inform
members should the proposed timing of the AGM change.

Kind regards,

Mark Lucas
Public Officer
Mt Barker Waldorf School, a School for Rudolf Steiner Education Inc.
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