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Dear Parents and Students,
“I wish to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of our region, the Peramangk 
People whose cultures and customs have nurtured and continue to nurture this 
Land, since time immemorial.  We honour the presence of the Ancestors of this 
Land and whose irrepressible spirituality flows through all creation. 
We acknowledge with gratitude that we share this Land today and sorrowfully 
acknowledge the historical as well as intergenerational costs of that sharing. We 
would also like to acknowledge our hope and belief that we are moving to a place 
of equity, justice and partnership together for the future.” (MBWS RAP 2020)
Welcome to the 2020 school year. The misty morning for our Rose ceremony was 
a wonderful start to the year and brought a freshness in the air to anticipate the 
coming year.  The Rose ceremony with the year 12 students presenting a rose to 
the year 1 students is always a heartening experience.  The tall final year students 
kneel to present the rose and the year 1 student whole heartedly embrace their 
year 12 companion in front of the whole school community.  This relationship 
is a special one for the year and will be followed with another Rose ceremony at 
the end of the year to farewell our year 12 students upon graduation.  This event 
is a valued part of the Mount Barker Waldorf School tradition and one the whole 
community looks forward to each year.  
At the Rose ceremony we welcomed new students: Yit Xuan Chok to Class 1; 
Matisee Stark to Class 2; Summer Babi  and  Henry Stagg  to Class 3; Sky Jeffries 
and Etienne Stark to Class 4; Eliza Wolff to Class 5; Ruby Aylen, and Zeni Babi to 
Class 6; Jaismine Saini, Liliah Thinane, Dakota Eves and Alicia Wheeler to  Class  
7; Emmanual Lavrentiadis and Gabriel Aylen to Class 8; Dexter Kenny to Class 
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6pm Cl 12 PT Mtg

9am Rose Cermony
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Cl 6 Aquatics Camp
11am 8-12 ID Photos
7pm Cl 7 PT Mtg
7pm Kindy PT Mtg

Cl 6 Aquatics Camp
Cl 11 Exc Parliament House
9am Kindy Library Open
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Cl 6 Aquatics Camp
9am Parent Craft Group

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Cont.

9; Nyah Bacon to Class 11.  
Please join me to welcome new staff: Anna Kotanidis, Eurythmy Teacher; Helen 
Westermann, German Teacher; Bec Trethowan, and Noriko Hoare, Educators in 
Banksia Rose Kindy; Cathy Burnard High School Science/Math Teacher; Heath 
Carter, Tech Teacher and Giulius Canteri, OSHC Director; To get to know our 
new staff, look out in the upcoming enews for an introduction and photo. 
Parents are cordially invited to join in on classes in Eurythmy on Mondays, Speech 
on Tuesdays and Yoga on Wednesdays at 9am in the Eurythmy room starting in 
week 2.  Parent education classes will also run on Mondays, a parent library will 
be open on Tuesdays and Craft group on Fridays in the Hearth, located in the 
Early Childhood area.  
Our first annual event and fundraiser for animals affected by Bush fires is planned 
for Friday, week 3, 21 February with a bbq at 5:30pm and Movie showing of 
Motorkite Dreaming 7pm-9pm.   Please see details in the enews to purchase 
tickets for food and the movie.  Families of all ages are invited to the bbq and the 
movie is appropriate for 12 years old and up.  Teacher supervision for the movie 
will be provided.  Parents will need to make arrangements for drop off/pick up.  
More information to come in the upcoming enews.
I look forward to 2020 with the launch of the Reconciliation Action Plan, the work 
of the Landscape Working Group and the roll out of the new Strategic Plan.  Most 
of all, I wonder with great anticipation, how we as a community will contribute to 
lay the foundation for the first year of the next 40 years at Mount Barker Waldorf 
School and the next 100 years of Waldorf Education worldwide.  
Thank you to Katherine Goodrick for putting together the last of a series of articles 
of the past 40 years at MBWS later in this enews.  

Important Dates
Next Week
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Cl 2-5 Swimming
Cl 7 Camp Innes
Cl 11 Exc Law Courts

Cl 2-5 Swimming
6:30pm Cl 8 PT Mtg

W
ED

N
ES

D
A

Y
FE

B
 1

2
TH

U
R

S
D

A
Y

FE
B

 1
3

Cl 2-5 Swimming

Cl 2-5 Swimming
9am Kindy Library Open
7pm Cl 3 PT Mtg
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Cl 2-5 Swimming
9am Parent Craft Group

Kind regards, Helen Platell, JD | Principal

RAP

Poona Warta Peramangk Nai ya Tandan
(Good Peramangk Country for little spirits (children)

At Mount Barker Waldorf School our vision for Reconciliation is to

• Acknowledge First Nations peoples of Australia and their enduring connection to, ownership and 
custodianship of the lands, seas and waterways. In particular, in this respect, we acknowledge people of 
the Peramangk Nation (both past and present) on whose Land our school stands.

• Create a place of ‘two-way’ learning where people of all ages and backgrounds have opportunities to 
experience, build respect for, and proudly celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.

• With a focus on truth-telling, respectfully incorporate teaching about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories and cultures into our Steiner school curriculum, to promote understanding and appreciation 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge, wisdom, spiritual perspectives and continuing 
contributions.

• Engage with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, developing trust and respect, and building 
partnerships and relationships, through the cultivation of cultural understanding.

Vision Statement 



Welcome

OSHC

Born in 1975 in Shepparton, Victoria, I grew up in 
Melbourne and was fortunate enough to complete the 
final three years of my schooling at a Steiner school. After 
my studies in Anthropology, Environmental Science and 
Education, I lived for three years in Oslo, Norway.  It 
was a rich experience to live there and travel in Europe. 
Following my return to Melbourne, I continued to teach; 
this time in a public Steiner stream and trained in Steiner 
Education.  This consolidated my passion for working 
with young people as they grow in our world.  I came to 
Mount Barker in 2007 to deepen my understanding of 
Steiner / Waldorf Ed. as the school hosted several national 
conferences in Steiner Ed., Bothmer Gymnastics and 
Science.  I settled here, contributed to MBWS for nine 

years, during which I devoted much energy to giving 
young people experiences of the natural wonders of the 
world that we live in. I was also blessed with two spirited 
daughters.  Over the last four years I have taught at 
Samford Valley and Cairns Hinterland Steiner schools in 
Queensland, Trinity Gardens School, and Murray Bridge 
High School Inclusive Education Centre. This year 
I am honoured to serve the MBWS community again, 
and enthusiastic about directing the OSHC program 
holistically.  I endeavour to best meet the developmental 
needs of the child as they grow into our world and am 
committed to offering a nourishing, loving space for 
young people to enjoy after school as needed by families.
  

Late last year it came to the school’s attention that potentially the soil in and around the Science building could be 
contaminated due to apparent disposal from science experiments over many years.  After initial soil testing, we can 
confirm remediation has had to take place this summer to overcome low-level contamination found.  We are working 
with the EPA to ensure all measures are put in place to keep this area healthy and will keep you informed of any 
further information as it becomes available.  I can assure the community that all measures have been put in place to 
ensure disposal will no longer occur and the utmost care for our environment and the children is paramount  at our 
school.  Please do not go into areas excluding entry by the orange flags/fencing.  Any questions may be directed to 
me: helen.platell@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.

This year OSHC services are available to MBWS school 
families after school 3:30pm – 6:30pm.  Children can be 
collected from the OSHC deck above the front office. 
Mount Barker Waldorf School will provide holistic care 
of school-aged students (5 – 12 years old) from school 
finish until the evening, when their families are available. 
OSHC will have a nurturing focus that complements what 
the students experience in their school day in a relaxed, 
yet carefully structured, environment. Nourishing food 
will be provided and lovingly made with the children, 
followed by activities ranging between walks around 
the school grounds, creative play, nature observation, 
art, craft, movement, games, gardening, reading and 
stories. At times we will make use of the beautiful 
school grounds and facilities with nature based, practical 

learning experiences for students.  Activities will connect 
to the season, festivals and events of the school calendar.  
MBWS is proud to offer our own holistic OSHC program 
for our community. 
We are taking bookings for Term 1. Ongoing weekly 
bookings will be $25* per child per day or casual 
bookings are $30 per child per day.  Advanced bookings 
are advised, as places are limited. A program will 
be available soon. To sign up, please email: oshc@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
In your email please include the name(s) of your 
child(ren), which days and dates and any other relevant 
care information.
*equivalent cost to parents after childcare rebate
  

Giulius Canteri

Notice



Landscape

Landscape

Native Plant of the Week
This week’s plant is Themeda triandra, commonly called 
Kangaroo Grass. It is a large clumping perennial grass, 
up to 1m tall, that will provide habitat for lizards whilst 
also attracting native butterflies. 
The large red seeds ripen in summer and the Indigenous 
people gathered them in wooden bowls before grinding 
stones were used to produce flour, which was used to 
make damper.
It tolerates drought and frost, making it ideal for our 
environment where it can be found locally in areas of 
remnant vegetation as part of a grassy woodland habitat.  
It is fire retardant and comes back well if cut back in 
winter.
At school we have planted it in our identified wildlife 
corridors as an understory plant in the Kindy Forest and 
near Playgroup/Sims Rd. 
  

February 2020
Dear Waldorf School Community members, 
This will be my final newsletter note to you as Chair of 
the Landscape Working Group (LWG) formed as a Board 
committee in August 2018. Though I’ll remain a member 
of the group, I am handing the baton to fellow Board 
member and LWG member, Daniel Hockin.  Always a 
staunch supporter of all things plant and garden-related 
at the school, Dan will be a great Chairperson to lead the 
group, as I continue the role of school Board Co-Chair 
which I took on in August last year.
2019 was an action-packed year for the Landscape 
Working Group, culminating in a busy summer holiday 
as we took our rostered turns (helped by teachers Aaron 
Lokkin, Anna Simpson-Nielsen and Milton Mellor) to 
keep allocated sections of all our new plantings alive 
through that torrid heatwave and fire season. We divided 
the plantings into 4 sections, and even with a dripper 
system or two installed, most of the watering was done 
by hand and took 2-3 hours each time. Most of January 
has been cooler, and once a week watering has been fine, 
but during the heatwaves, some of these young plants 

needed more frequent drinks and some of us found 
ourselves watering 2 – 3 times a week. 
In 2019, we were grateful to Mt Barker District Council 
for an environmental grant to plant local indigenous trees 
and shrubs to attract wildlife native to this area. Later 
in the year, we secured a Junior Landcare Grant funded 
by Bushman’s Tanks Australia, and so appreciated this 
funding to create a dry stream with adjacent fruit trees 
and local indigenous plantings, on the eastern side of the 
new Early Learning Centre.
Thanks to Principal Helen Platell for her support; and 
very special thanks to LWG members who have been 
part of the group at various times over the past 18 months 
and who have been amazing, inspiring co-workers. Take 
a bow Dan Hockin, Kirstie Murphy, Amelia Edwards, 
Sue Catlow, Willow Meline, Jeremy Board, Daryl Jinette 
and Kerry Jones!

  

Working Group

Working Group

Dan Hockin  | Landscape Working Group



Remembering 2009-2019

2009

5th Anniversary of the 
Nadeshiko building 
with visitors travelling 
from Japan to perform 
music and dance at this 
cultural event

Friday morning 
Community Café was 
a buzz

New toddler playgroup 
was offered by Anna 
Simpson

Active After School 
Communities Program

Plans for the new 
Living Arts Centre

National Curriculum 
was a concern lots of 
meetings and discus-
sions which included 
ABC radio interview-
ing our staff, families 
and students.

Showcased our Music at Westminster Performing Arts 
Auditorium

New Governance Structure



Remembering 2009-2019

2010

Kindergarten Extensions 
and fencing complete 

Work began on the LAC

New Focus to Parent 
School Partnership Group 
(PSPG) inaugural meeting 
with Margie Fischer



Remembering 2009-2019

2011

Opening of the new LAC building

New Website for the School Japan Day Fundraiser for the tsunami victims

Great news from ACARA that Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework will be recognized as an alternate curriculum.

The Space was converted into extended rooms for woodwork and other handcrafts



Remembering 2009-2019

2012

First Primary School Pet Day

Wayfarers Visit



Remembering 2009-2019

2013

Fazing in of new on-line School Newsletter

Years 7-9 High School Elec-
tive Program is introduced

School Mural made by the 
staff of MBWS



Remembering 2009-2019

2013

First Japan Journey 

New initiatives including the Volunteers’ programme

Introduction of clothing range

Student Representative Council began



Remembering 2009-2019

2014

10th Anniversary of the ‘Nadeshiko’ building

Primary School Swim-
ming Carnival Fun Day

First High School July 
Holidays Snow Trip Parent Craft Group



Remembering 2009-2019

2015

First Principal and 
Assistant Principal

First year hosting the 
Abhaya Students from 
Hyderabad, India

The Hub

Remembering 2009-2019

2016

High School Orientation 
Days introduced at the 
beginning of the year

SEA Delegates Meeting

Sofie Thomson  
appointed new  

Canteen Manager



Remembering 2009-2019

2017

Kyotanabe Steiner School from Japan were hosted for the first time

Extension on Class 10 & 11 room
Before and after 



Remembering 2009-2019

Gallery

2017

2018

Expanded on Class 10 & 11 options: Outdoor Education/
Musical/Photography

Introduce 11 & 12 Subject Choice Options

Mount Barker Waldorf School
Mater Plan

IRC Kindy Plans and Construction begins



Remembering 2009-2019

2018

First Art Exhibition Drop-off Pick-up Zone introduced

High School Unconference 

Strategic Planning Night of 
Talks from the Board 

Brian Cusack passed



Remembering 2009-2019

2019

National Youth Conference Samford Valley

Open IRC and Kindy buildings

Nadeshiko Room 15 Year Anniversary



Remembering 2009-2019

2019

International Student Conference

High School Camp

Bothmer Training



Remembering 2009-2019

2019

Celebrating 40 years

Opening of IRC and Kindergartens



Remembering 2009-2019

2019

Celebrated
100 years of 

Waldorf 
Education

Gym toilets

Science building refurbishment

Groundswell –
South Australia

Early Childhood
Director



Remembering 2009-2019

2019 Rose Ceremony



Remembering 2009-2019

2019 Rose Ceremony


