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REPORT WRITING 

DAY

*Pupil Free Day

This week...

Beehive Cafe

Parent Yoga
Beehive Cafe 
Parent Speech 3.20pm-4pm

Japanese Excursion to Sushi 
Stirling Restaurant
2.30pm Class 4 Parents Afternoon 
Tea 
3.30pm Twilight Market

Class 12 Formal

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Mount Barker Waldorf School Community,
While the weather may be slow to warm, school life is busy and filled 
with the many events which punctuate this point in our term.  The Class 
12 students presented their Project Presentations to the school community 
over the weekend.  It was heartening that while restrictions limited the 
physical audience, we were joined by so many of our community through 
our livestream.  It was wonderful to be able to share their great work with 
you all and we hope you were as inspired as we were.  Please see further 
articles from the Presentations later in the newsletter.  
The last three weeks of Term 4 always seem like a magical place where we 
pack in about a term’s worth of events into a tiny space.  Different classes 
throughout the school are marking threshold moments where they are 
saying goodbye to teachers or moving into the next phase of their schooling.  
These are special celebrations where we can acknowledge where we have 
come from and all the help and support that has got us there, while at the 
same time looking forward with excitement to what comes next.  

Term 4

Week 7
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k ‘Love starts when we push aside our ego and make room for 

someone else.’  
      R. Steiner

Dana - On the Edge

Exhibition

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/
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Important Dates
Next week...

Beehive Cafe

Beehive Cafe

Parent Yoga
Beehive Cafe 
Parent Speech 3.20pm-4pm

Class 10 Excursion - Modern 
Olympics

Class 5 Excursion - Flavaboom
Class 7 Graduation

It is an important part of our community that we celebrate these moments 
of transition and recognise the people in our community that have given so 
much.  Please keep an eye out for more celebrations to come.
Finally, I would like to recognise that we are going through a challenging 
part of our biography as a school.  We all are working with the best will, 
understanding and compassion to continue to nurture our community.  I want 
to thank you all for the support and heart-felt warmth we have received.
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Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Ingredients: 

2 ½ -3 cups S/R BD whole meal light flour
4/5/6 tiny spoons rapadura sugar
125g melted butter
4 beaten eggs
½ tsp baking powder
2 bananas, mashed
2 grated apples

Method: Mix wet ingredients together. Stir in the dry.
Add seeds - pumpkin, sunflower, or dried fruit - 
raisins, sultanas, apricots, or grated carrot, grated 
zucchini or chopped apple or pear, blueberries/
strawberries are also nice

Place in mini muffin tins
Cook 180OC for 12 - 15 mins or until golden

When a child is turning 4, they measure 4 (half cup 
measures) of flour and one more for a wish.
When a child is turning 5, they measure out 5 (half 
cup measures) of flour (with the 5th being for their 
“wish”)
When the child is turning 6, they measure out 6 (half 
cup measures) of flour (with the 6th being for their 
wish)

Nightingale Birthday 
Muffins

Hello,Hello,

It’s shearing season !It’s shearing season !

If you have any spare wool, If you have any spare wool, 

I would really appreciate it I would really appreciate it 

for Handwork.for Handwork.

Thank you kindlyThank you kindly

Adrienne Schultz Adrienne Schultz 

Handwork TeacherHandwork Teacher



With the expansion of our High School, we are seeking High School Teachers with a broad base of expertise across 
English, History and Maths. Successful applicants will be collaborative, artistic, flexible, interested in new ideas, 
and able to take initiative. They will be registered or eligible for registration as a Teacher in South Australia. Training 
and/or experience teaching in a Waldorf education desired.

The Mount Barker Waldorf School is an established coeducational, independent school serving over 350 students 
from Early Childhood through Year 12. The school is located in the Adelaide Hills on a picturesque 20 acres. We offer 
a full Waldorf Curriculum with extensive purpose built facilities.

To apply please send us your cover letter, CV, and three references to the Acting Principal, Liam Waterford at 
lwaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. If you have any questions, please call 08 83910411. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

Applications closing date is Monday 29 November with a start date in 2022.

Positions
Vacant

Positions Vacant

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Marcelle Avgoustinos |  Finance Officer

Positions Vacant - Bookkeeper Finance / Accounts Contract Type: Casual / Relief Position

We are  seeking a highly organised, skilled and experienced bookkeeper, to join a busy administration team, who will 
be responsible for incoming and outgoing accounts, payroll, taxation, superannuation, data entry etc. 

The successful applicant will be flexible, have strong interpersonal skills and be able to take initiative.  Must be able 
to work under pressure with high attention to detail and data entry accuracy. 

Experience working in a school and a high level of skills on a variety of computer software systems preferred. 
Knowledge of PC School would be an advantage. 

This position is for 22.5 hours per week starting immediately. 
All applicants require a WWWCC and RAN Certificate. 

To apply please send us a cover letter, CV and three references to businessmanager@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

High School

Bookkeeper

mailto:lwaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
mailto:businessmanager@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 


Class 6 Transition

Class 6 students from Aaron’s class were joined by new students to the school for their three-day Transition Visit to 
the High School.  This began with a tour of the High School conducted by their Guardians for next year (Aaron and 
Cathy) and a short stop at the Gym for a rousing game of Benchball.  
The cohort was divided into two groups for Main Lesson with Aaron and Cathy teaching.  After recess they moved 
into three groups to do Clay work with Jessica, Animal Husbandry with Cathy, and Gardening with Sue.  Over the 
three days each student had a chance to try each of these subjects which meant that all of the school’s guinea pigs 
had experienced a very thorough health check, some areas of the courtyard had been planted out in a way the new 
students could call their own, and some clay creations will be waiting to adorn their new classroom.  
The first day was rounded out with a ‘Welcome to High School’ BBQ where students could mix with their teachers 
and other High School students.  It was great to see them playing ping pong with Class 10 and 11 students, or cards 
in the library with Class 10 and 7 students. 
Other subjects experienced on the visit were English with Fiona, Maths with Aaron, Art with Heidi, PE with Nic, and 
a short introduction to German and Japanese with Maren and Aaron respectively.  Working in all of these subjects 
was a chance for students to try out a blend of High School and primary school routines e.g. using Main Lesson 
folders to organise their work, moving to different locations around the High School for different classes, and being 
in different groups for different subjects according to the timetable. 
Feedback from students so far has been very positive; they commented that their teachers seemed very expert in 
their respective fields, that new students mixed in well with existing students and existing students found themselves 
working alongside people they might not ordinarily be with due to the groups mixing through the day.  Teachers 
commented that the students were willing to work hard, keen to try new things, and brought a lot of welcome energy 
and ‘buzz’ to the courtyard that we look forward to seeing next year. 

Class 7 Transition

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of Week 5, our existing class of thirty-three Class 7 students was joined by 
seven new students for their transition days into High School.  The program was designed to facilitate the mixing 
of new and existing students, help the new ones find their way around the timetable and grounds, and give everyone 
a taste of what lies in store for them next year.  Main Lesson was taught by Bec Salvado (one of the Class’s new 
Guardians) and Fiona Vogel (who will be one of their English teachers).  This picked up some threads from their 
Class 7 medieval themes with the story of Margery Kempe, a housewife and mystic of the 14th century, a verse re-
telling of ‘The Sword in the Stone’, and a short study of some of the humorous artwork in the margins of medieval 
manuscripts (knights fighting snails and strange chimeric creatures). 
In Science, the Class 7s experienced a forty minute lesson focusing on the power of observation. The students carried 
out scientific experiments to show how ink can be separated using filter paper or using tin can telephones to show 
how sound travels. Each student produced a scientific drawing with a focus on details. The use of their senses to 
observe phenomena is a skill, developed in primary school, that will continue to be encouraged in High School. It 
was a pleasure to meet all of the students. 
Other lessons included ‘Games of Courage’ with Nic Massacci and Bec Salvado, Art with Heidi Karo and Jessica 
Ryan, Maths with Cathy Burnard, and Woodwork with Heath Carter.  By the end of the three days, students departed 
with a mini Main Lesson book including the cover page they had made in Art, some Main Lesson pages, notes from 
a fun group maths exercise, a nonsense story written in English and a ribbon bookmark of their own design created 
in Woodwork. 
Other highlights of the three days included the performance of the Class 7 play, and the welcome BBQ on Wednesday 
at lunch.  It was great to see how carefully the existing Class 7 buddies welcomed new students and showed them 
around and teachers were pleased to observe how quickly the new students relaxed and started to make new 
connections with each other or with their classmates to be.
We look forward to welcoming them in earnest next year!

Fiona Vogel



Japanese

Kendama Lesson

Cultural 
Assessments

As a part of Japanese culture 
assessments, Class 12 Japanese 
students taught how to make 
rice balls to Class 2 students 
and how to do Kendama 
tricks to Class 4 students. 

Mikhail delivered the rice 
ball making lesson and Jaiah 
delivered the Kendama lesson. 

Amy delivered her Kanji 
lesson to Class 5 students.

               Photos from Eri Brown

Onigiri Lesson



Japanese
Cultural 
Demonstration Project

Photos from Eri Brown

Amy delivered her Kanji lesson to Class 5 students.



https://th.bing.com/th/id/R.392686d0af07a0ac70ccafd3978333eb?rik=lOzHWc1G4VZGEQ&riu=http%3a%2f%2f4.
bp.blogspot.com%2f_bhISZzc-Gcw%2fTA6--r5dupI%2fAAAAAAAAABU%2fnMqxNK-_D6Q%2fs1600%2fhello2(2)
jp.png&ehk=f4qqvZe8vLgnJ3yYXr3r1ETtscAzuhSptzMhtr%2byfj0%3d&risl=&pid=ImgRaw&r=0
Cooking Elective

Grace Vai-Stierman 
Electives Teacher

Greetings from 
Malaysia.
  
Apa khabar? How are 
you?

Khabar baik? I’m good

Shin Yee, a parent of the 
school hails from Malaysia, 
and generously shared her 
culture through food, dance 
and song.  

Our class made Nasi Lemak 
– a coconut milk rice, served 
with homemade sambal, 
fried crispy anchovies, 
toasted peanuts, boiled eggs 
and cucumber.  

Whilst waiting for the 
coconut milk rice to cook, 
Shin Yee and Khen Yin (C7) 
taught us a popular dikir 
barat (style of Malay choral 
singing) with actions.  

Our class says Terima kasih 
(thank you) to Shin Yee for 
sharing your food, language 
and dance with us.

Our next guest chef, Stoyan, 
is from Bulgaria.  We look 
forward to more cultural 
exchanges through food.



On the Edge Exhibition
 
On Thursday 11 November 2021, the year 
11/12 Visual Art Elective students curated 
an exhibition of High School artworks. 
 
The exhibition told a story of the students at Mount 
Barker Waldorf School. Students shared their 
experience this year, through diverse artworks. 
 
Each room held works that had been curated around a 
theme. One of the rooms was themed and titled ‘The 
Contrast Room’. Nyah Bacon and Charlotte Nielsen in 
year 12 wrote the exhibition texts below for the ‘Contrast 
Room’ to help viewers understand the works within.
    
OUR CONTRAST: This year has been filled with a 
range of ups and downs. With a strong contrast of 
differences to our previous years. Masks on, masks 
off. Covid in and Covid out. Every part of our lives 
feels like we’re living on the edge, not knowing what 
will happen in the next few days, to weeks and months.
This exhibit is a collection of what has been expressed 
in these constantly changing times. What we experience 
today, may not be the same tomorrow and these artworks 
express that contrast.  The joy we felt when lockdown 
was lifted, and the grief looming when we must return 
to our homes, unknowing when we will be let free again.
These artworks collectively express the contrast of the 
student’s emotions from before and after lockdown, as well 
as the confusing restrictions of mask-wearing. A year of 
contrasting events and emotions have all culminated here.
    Nyah Bacon
 
CONTRAST: When it is cold and icy outside, we sit in 
the comfort of our homes in front of our fires somehow 
the cold making it cosier. When we stand outside under 
the nights sky, the tiny specks of light that are the stars 
stand out bright against the backdrop of the inky sky.  
Leonardo Da Vinci once noted that the average person 
often looks without seeing, listens without hearing, 
and walks without thinking. What if though, we are 
presented with something that provides a stark contrast 
to our world views and our experiences. We can take 
a minute and look at this complete polarity and just 
see. While contrast is experienced everywhere, in our 
world it has been particularly prevalent in our minds 
with Covid as we contrast our world before and after.                                                                                             
Contrast is one of the ways we make meaning in 
our lives, and it can allow us to see that we don’t 
always have to choose between black and white. 
    Charlotte Nielsen

It has become a tradition for the attendees of the 
opening, to  vote  on  their  favourite  three  artworks. 
 
With  over  250  incredible  works,  this was not an easy task. 
 
There were three other rooms, ‘The Nature Room’, 
‘The Chaos Room’ and ‘The Emotions Room’. 
 
The exhibition was a huge success, a great 
celebration of our up and coming artists! 
 
Well done High School!

Here are our 2021 winners:
 
 
1 Eden McMahon: Year 12 portrait

2  Layla Taggart: reflection of woman in mirror

Equal 3rd

 Kylani Silcock: Digital image of Airley and  
 birds
            
 Tess Houtman: Year 12 portrait
            
 Eden McMahon: Mona Lisa

Equal 4th

 Dana Main: Oranges
            
 Eden McMahon: Hamlet drawing
              
 Jake Gates: Year 12 portrait 

Art Exhibition

Heidi Karo | Art Teacher



Art Exhibition



Project Presentations

Congratulations to our Class 12 students who presented their Class 12 Project presentations 
over the weekend.  It is always an inspiring event and it was particularly heartwarming this year 
to be able to gather with the Class 12 and their community to celebrate what they had learnt.    

Our Class 12 students rose to the many challenges that the year 2021 has thrown 
at them.  The students engaged in extended independent research in a broad 
range of areas and finally enjoyed sharing their insights and inspiration with us. 

Thank you to the many people who supported us by watching the livestream and sending in questions 
for the students.  It was wonderful to see how many of you there were!  We are very grateful to 
school parent and Board member Grant Weatherstone for volunteering to manage our livestream.  
We really appreciated his expertise and cheerful support over a long weekend.  I have already 
received lots of feedback over how professional and engaging the livestream was.  The presentations 
are still up on the Mount Barker Waldorf School Youtube page so you can watch them all!  

It was wonderful to share the broader insights of our opening speakers from the school leadership, teaching, 
parent and student community.  Liam opened the weekend with thoughts on the student’s journey and 
how we can listen with our hearts.  Dan and Rachel Hockin, current Class 12 parents shared beautiful 
insights with the parents and students which we have included here in full.  We were also pleased to 
welcome back Dan Cregan who encouraged our students to value the unique and creative education 
they’d received and the community they are a part of.   I spoke on the last day from a pedagogical 
perspective on the gifts of our education and the Project.  We have also included this here in full. 

Before closing, we acknowledged the many people who have supported the Class 12 students with their 
projects.  They were lucky to be held by parents and the broader community.  Also, to be encouraged, coached 
and supported by teachers as supervisors and specialist mentors from the community throughout the year.  The 
students were also supported by the many skills of our school’s administrative team.  Thank you to everyone. 

The Class 12 Project is a remarkable rite of passage for our students.  As we ‘tackled the 
last mountain, walked back into camp and shared our journey with the community’ through 
the presentations, it was striking to take in our graduates and what they achieved in this 
year.  They have shown that despite the challenges, we can work with imagination, flexibility 
and courage and contribute meaningfully to community in the process.  Well done, Class 12!  

Eleanor Waterford | Class 12 Project Co-ordinator

Project 
Presentations



Project Presentations

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal

Project 
Presentations

Dear Students, Parents, Teachers, Family 
Members, Distinguished Guests and viewers from 
around the globe,
I would like to start today by acknowledging our 
connection to the Peramangk land we are on 
this afternoon. This land has and always will be 
Aboriginal land. For thousands of years the wisdom 
of an entire people has flowed over this land 
passed on in traditional methods, watched over by 
generations of Elders. I pay my respects to those 
Elders, and to the Elders today who are keeping 
this connection to land, water, sky and culture 
strong.  And to the young adults who will one day 
emerge as the Elders of their Country. I would also 
like to acknowledge other Torres Strait Islander or 
Aboriginal people with us today and thank you for 
your continued connection to Country and culture.
We are gathered here this afternoon to listen, and 
to learn. And not to me or my wisdom - although 
I’m sure there are a few things that a going 
slightly grey, school leader born last century 
can bring that would be relevant – we are here to 
listen to the wisdom of these students in front of 
us today. All of them newly minted this century.  
Over the next 4 days we are going to hear each of 
these students’ stories about their journey with their 
project over this year. We’ll hear about the things that 
worked well, the challenges, the triumphs and how 
their journey unfolded throughout the year. And that’s 
only if we listen with our heads.  Over the next 4 days 
I’d like to invite you to also listen with your hearts. 
Really feel into how each of these young adults have 
taken a step into their own being, their individuality. 
Their stories will give you a small glimpse into the 
ineffable and invisible path that exists in potential 
for each of us, our guiding light, our destiny.
One of the joys of this weekend is to see the potential 
becoming of these young adults. To glimpse 
that first step into the world of individuality, of 
understanding the power we all have as adults, the 
power of freedom. Rudolf Steiner had some strong 
views on freedom and the part that education has to 
play in it which can be heard in the following quote:

To be free is to be capable of thinking one’s 
own thoughts - not the thoughts merely of the 
body, or of society, but thoughts generated by 
one’s deepest, most original, most essential 
and spiritual self, one’s individuality.
To be capable of thinking one’s own thoughts 
– for the last 12 years (and longer for some) we 
have allowed these young people to gradually 
go from being told what to do, to being taught 
how to think and be an individual, an individual 
surrounded and embedded in community. 

This project weekend is a culmination of that 
journey, and also the beginning of the next steps.
Steiner also talks about “one’s deepest, most 
original, most essential and spiritual self”. As a 
school we believe that every one of our students 
has the right to find this inner self, to begin on the 
lifelong journey of understanding the world through 
understanding oneself – and this weekend marks a 
significant milestone on that journey, one that we 
are all here to witness, as their community.  And so, 
we circle back to my exhortation to listen with your 
hearts, for it is only on this level that we can truly 
see the depth of the being that will stand before us.
Finally, to the Class 12s. It is traditional at these 
times to give you some words of wisdom that 
you will carry with you in your hearts for years 
to come. Well, that’s what my privileged white-
male principal hat is telling me to do, but I also 
recognise that anyone born last century giving you 
wisdom is as useless as a light saber without a kyber 
crystal, or a Port player winning the Brownlow.
Having said that, I would like to give you one small 
thing about values. We have school values, and if 
you think hard enough you can probably figure out 
what your family values are. Our society has values 
and we all have connections to institutions that have 
values.  One of the great things about being an adult, 
is you get to work out for yourself what your own 
values are. I know that this year has opened your eyes 
to different ways of thinking and being through the Main 
Lesson journey you have been on, that you have probably 
started wondering what kind of person you are, or could be. 
I want to give you an insight into some of my own 
personal values that I try to live by in the hope that they 
can inspire you to think about your own. As a leader, you 
are judged every day by your actions and words, and if 
you can stay true to a strong set of values in all that you do 
then you can inspire those around you. Three values that 
I personally hold highly in my work here at the school are 
hope, optimism and humour.  Have I always been hopeful, 
optimistic and humourous? Well, I would like to think so, 
but in reality, it has only been through my work as a leader 
that I have consciously worked with these as values. And 
I believe that much of my success has been in recognising 
and striving for these values in my life and work. 
Our job this weekend is to listen with our hearts and 
hear the true you – your job this weekend is to recognise 
this in yourself, to recognise your own wisdom, be 
conscious of what lives within you as potential, and 
allow it to grow and shine, so that one day, when 
you come back, we will recognise that powerful 
human being we only glimpsed here this weekend.

Thank you and go well.



Project PresentationsProject 
Presentations

Dan and Rachel Hockin gave this beautiful 
speech at our Year 12 Project Presentations this 
weekend as parents of a current Class 12 student.  
They’ve kindly agreed to my sharing it with you 
all.  One of the aspects of the Presentations I 
particularly appreciate, is the chance to hear 
from different parts of our school community.  

 Eleanor Waterford

I’d like to open with an Acknowledgment of 
Country that I heard recently by Asher, a former 
student of this class, who presented his project 
on poetry, at our sister school in Willunga;

Cry

If I were in Uluru when it rained
And the water chose its paths down my face

If the mist revealed deeper mystery
The magical force of that rock, my eyes would 

mimic
The floods would come

Silent I would sit, embracing the tears from both
Mesmerising is all I could think

Yet as an inexplicable feeling and questions would 
come

This ancient place
Damm! Just treat them right!

They were here first, this is their land, they have so 
much to teach. 

I cry, the rock cries, and you should too

Welcome everyone -  it’s great to be with you on 
the second day of the Special Projects..  What 
a wonderful start we had last night, from the 
challenges of learning to fly, to sustainable 
fashion choices,  to the thrill of riding a trail you 
built yourself, and  to the benefits of purposeful 
practice in following a creative passion. WOW!

As I stand before you on Peramangk land, I just 
wanted to honour the courage it takes our students 
to present to you all - both in this space and online. 

My name is Dan and I’m Will and Charlotte’s 
Dad. I wear a few hats here, but  today I am 
speaking as a parent with my wife Rachael.

We have been blessed to be on this 
journey for nearly 15 years now.

From singing songs & kneading the dough in 
playgroup, making those first connections, through 
learning the ropes in Kindy with support of our mentor 
parents, and then into Primary School,  before finally 
walking across the oval to join the High School.  

We are fortunate enough to have forged lifelong 
connections - through supporting the school on class 
camps, overcoming the challenges of organising 
those spring fairs, attending winter festivals  in 
silence and reverence - each year delivering another 
group of independent young adults, who will leave 
this place, to start the next chapter of their journey.  

For us, our school community is like a forest. Every 
part of this unique ecosystem is important - from 
the large stoic trees, curious little funghi’s, fallen 
leaves, new shoots, the roots that nobody sees, and 
the quiet but important stones, the old and the new…  

Every person in our community is important 
and everybody plays an important role.  

Throughout this journey, a couple of things 
have stood out that we would like to share with 
the parents a little further back up the road..

We have witnessed the value in strength of 
community, the importance of the class carer 
in supporting our teachers, the value of Steiner 
education, not only for the child but also for the 
parent, and the courage and collective responsibility 
we all need to possess, to have those difficult 
conversations when they pop up along the way..  

On reflecting on what brings people into Waldorf 
education, it struck me that fate, connection and a 
curiosity about a different approach all resonated.  
Teachers often speak of a ‘fit’ that fulfills both 
their professional and spiritual journeys, and 
parents speak of the breadth of education it offers, 
nurturing the whole being and allowing for the 
gentle unfolding of the individual. There are no 
preconceived ideas or a mould for what is meant 
to come.  Delivering content through storytelling 
and experience, rather than text book learning 
and regurgitating. As any of these students here 
will tell you - they create their own books!

In this fast paced world, it is refreshing to 
know that time is honoured here, by giving 
the space required to be a child and to respond 
to each development age at the right time..  



Project PresentationsProject 
Presentations

This timing of meeting the student at the right 
developmental stage, can be most recently seen with 
this Class delving into reflection and identity through 
a Self Portrait (that you may have seen in the foyer) 
a 5000 word Thesis, (to complement what you are 
hearing from each student today),  and a recent 
Philosophy Main Lesson addressing what it means 
to be human and our place on this fragile planet. - and 
yes - this was all happening in the same few weeks!

With each Main Lesson, by engaging their 
head, heart and hands, another string is added to 
their bow, as empathy, compassion, emotional 
maturity are all developed through dialogue.

I am a firm believer that we grow through 
dialogue with each other, and was recently 
introduced to the book ‘Sand Talk’ while yarning 
with Will one night during the Philosophy ML.  

The book is by Tyson Yunkaporta, an Aboriginal 
man from far north Queensland, and gives a view 
on everything from thermodynamics, to past 
‘civilizations’, through to exploring the ego and 
integral theory -  all from an indigenous perspective.

It struck me after reading this book, how 
fortunate our students are to work with insight 
like this in class, considering these perspectives 
and challenging conventional thinking. 

When Tyson was asked “What do you 
hope readers will take away with them 
after reading the book?” his reply was;

“I hope they will see their sacred role as custodians 
of creation, and that each will find their unique 
way of contributing to the diversity and true 
sustainability of the complex systems they inhabit.”  

When I mentioned “dialogue” before Id like 
to elaborate a little, by sharing some thoughts 
by the author William Isaacs, who suggests;

Dialogue is about a shared inquiry, a way of thinking 
and reflecting together. It is not something you do to 
another person. It is something you do with people. 
The intention of Dialogue is to reach new 
understanding and, in doing so, to form a totally 
new basis from which to think and act. In Dialogue, 
one not only solves problems, one dissolves them. 

We do not merely try to reach agreement, we 
try to create a context from which many new 
agreements might come. And we seek to uncover 
a base of shared meaning that can greatly help 
coordinate and align our actions with our values.

From my observations, when we dig a little 
deeper, when  we  lean  into  discomfort   and   
really   try  to question  what   the   future   
could be for ourselves, I like to think there 
is an optimism and beauty that may emerge. 

We need to get past the binary conversations, 
and engage with the space in between, if we are 
truly going to meet the challenges of the future.

I hope for these students here today, that they 
have also found some clarity and insight through 
their project.  The world is going to need people 
with curious minds, courage and kindness, 
and I am confident that the students you see 
before us today live and breathe these values.  

Class 12 - I have valued our time together over 
the years, and it has been a privilege to see the 
amazing young adults you have become.  I 
am deeply grateful to the staff and the parents 
who have supported you on your journey.

Go well Class 12 and know that the community 
with you today will always be here to support 
you, to hold space, to yarn and to love.

I’d now like to ask you to close your eyes, 
while Rach reads a poem Everything has 
a Deep Dream, by Rachel Naomi Remen   

I’ve spent many years learning how to fix life, only to 
discover at the end of the day that life is not broken.
There is a hidden seed of greater 
wholeness in everyone and everything. 
We serve life best when we water it and 
befriend it. When we listen before we act. 
In befriending life, we do not make things 
happen according to our own design.
We uncover something that is already happening in 
us and around us and create conditions that enable it.
Everything is moving toward its place of 
wholeness, always struggling against odds.
Everything has a deep dream of itself and its fulfilment.

Dan and Rachel Hockin
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Eleanor’s speech for the Class 12 Projects 
on their closing day of presentations-

At any time you can ask yourself: At which 
threshold am I now standing? At this time in 
my life, what am I leaving? Where am I about to 
enter? What is preventing me from crossing my next 
threshold? What gift would enable me to do it? A 
threshold is not a simple boundary; it is a frontier 
that divides two different territories, rhythms and 
atmospheres. Indeed, it is a lovely testimony to the 
fullness and integrity of an experience or a stage 
of life that it intensifies toward the end into a real 
frontier that cannot be crossed without the heart 
being passionately engaged and woken up. At this 
threshold a great complexity of emotions comes 
alive: confusion, fear, excitement, sadness, hope. 
This is one of the reasons such vital crossing were 
always clothed in ritual. It is wise in your own life 
to be able to recognize and acknowledge the key 
thresholds; to take your time; to feel all the varieties 
of presence that accrue there; to listen inward with 
complete attention until you hear the inner voice 
calling you forward. The time has come to cross.

Once again, the words of the late John O’Donohue, 
from his book ‘to Bless the Space between us’

Today I would like to take the opportunity to 
look back upon our journey as we near the end 
of the Class 12 Projects for another year and 
unpack some of the soul work we’ve been doing 
here. The heart work. The hard work. What I 
referred to as crossing a ‘threshold’ the other day. 

It is hard to step into the unknown or darkness as 
Charlotte put it so beautifully in her presentation.  
It’s tempting to quickly turn on the light and 
return to the known.  But through your schooling, 
we’ve given you the opportunity to explore, 
take risks, discover and hopefully NOT simply 
return to the known or the easy.  You have all 
embodied this process through your Projects. 

And why did we do this? Because we were 
preparing you for the future.  And in case I made 
that sound easy, I’d like to acknowledge the 
future is an elusive thing just like the feelings 
evoked by going to Space might seem too.  

As teachers, we see glimpses of what is emerging but 
that’s all we have to work with at any given time.  And 
do you know what we use to guide us in this work?  
The question that keeps us awake at night? It’s how 
can we prepare this group of students for their future?  
And it’s a question we’ve been asking even more 
this year than most as the world took a VUCA turn. 

Have you come across this acronym, VUCA? I’m 
not sure if I’ve shared it with you yet and hey this 
might be my last opportunity! VUCA stands for 
Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous.  
And no, I’m not talking about Hamlet again.  
The world certainly seems to be trickier than it 
was before and the future maybe less certain. 

However, you are taking with you into this 
complex future you’ll soon enter, not only the 
resilience and practiced courage to cross the 
thresholds you’re presented with.  But a great 
capacity you may not have weighed yet.  And 
Dan Cregan kind of stole my thunder here when 
he spoke yesterday.  Can you guess what it is? 

Imagination. 

We have been working on this invisible ability for 
years.  From your earliest years in school in fact, 
In Bush Kindy, through your primary years learning 
and envisioning far off cultures and many journeys.  
You have continued to develop your capacities for 
imagination into your high school years.  As you’ve 
encountered problems, searched for the truth, worked 
with communities and envisioned new possibilities. 

Otto Scharmer, a current German thinker would 
say that to work with the future we will need 
3 things.  We will need an open mind, an open 
heart and open will.  Will in the sense of capacity 
to do.  And I put it to you, that you can mediate 
this process through the work of your imagination.  

Imagination provides us with a great gift. Empathy- 
With effort we can imagine the point of view of our 
enemies.   We can experience the world and each other 
through our imagination.  Imagination also lets us see 
further than what is immediately in front of us.  What 
is easily perceptible.  We can imagine into the future. 
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I hope this doesn’t sound too light and fluffy.  I don’t 
mean it to be. Because what you have participated in 
through your class 12 Projects, is this opportunity.  
A chance to experience the world through your 
imagination as much as to envision your own reply 
and to create something concrete.  Imagination 
holds the keys to illuminate our thinking, feeling 
and doing.  Imagination puts a crew on that boat 
heading out to sea and fills the sails.  It will help 
to hold direction and most importantly, with 
some trust and flexibility, probably also carry 
you to a port you never intended to travel to. 

To return again to John O’Donohue, on crossing 
thresholds, to sense and trust this primeval acceptance 
can open a vast spring of trust within the heart. It can 
free us into a natural courage that casts out fear and 
opens up our lives to become voyages of discovery, 
creativity, and compassion. No threshold need be a 
threat, but rather an invitation and a promise. I think 
this might be imagination he’s referring to here. 

And so with these thoughts in mind, I want to thank 
you once more and wish you well beyond these 
Projects.  To thank you for everything you’ve taught 
me in your time at our school, I deeply appreciate 
it.  A moment that stands out in my work with you, 
and actually there are many, was our 11/12 student 
Unconference earlier this year where you highlighted 
all the areas we could grow as a Waldorf school.  It 
was inspiring. We will keep working on this. And I 
hope I’ve returned the favour, although it sounds like 
writing in the future might be off the cards for some.  

I encourage you when you finish soon at 
our school, to keep going boldly across the 
thresholds you meet and to trust yourselves in the 
process.  We as teachers have great faith in your 
capacity to draw on Imagination and meet the 
future none of us can see yet, but know awaits. 

Eleanor Waterford
Acting Assistant Principal



Twilight Market

Thursday 25 November 2021

Mount Barker Waldorf School 
Sims Road, Mount Barker

If you can help with Covid marshalling on the 
afternoon for an hour or so, please contact Sue.



Sue CatlowTwilight Market

On Thursday 25 November 2021 from 3.30pm to 7pm we will be holding our Twilight Market around the lawns of 
the Eurythmy Room. 
This wonderful community event gives everyone an opportunity to purchase beautiful hand-crafted goods for the 
festive season, as well as enjoy delicious food and refreshments, and appreciate student and community entertainment 
in the ambience of the Eurythmy Room lawns.  A lovely way to enjoy one of the last days of the school year! 
If you are interested in having a stall, application forms are available from Jasmin.  
Please email jasminmorley@hotmail.com  
Site fees: adults $25; High School students $10; Primary School students $5; electricity extra $5.  Please remember: 
the emphasis is on homemade handcrafts and produce.  Anyone selling food must be up to date with Food Safety 
Handling.  (Application Forms and Food Safety Handling Fact sheets are also available at the Front Office.)
If you are interested in playing music or performing, please contact Rachel at rainbowtree.com.au.  Students and 
adults are all welcome to participate to help create a wonderful atmosphere and an opportunity to perform!
If you are able to distribute flyers in your area e.g. at local shops, please collect from the Front Office.  We would love 
to see as many people there as possible.  This is another great opportunity to showcase our school and encourage the 
general community to be involved. 
For general enquiries please contact Sue Catlow ph: 0408 854 919 or email: scatlow@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  

The Mount Barker Waldorf Twilight Market is an opportunity for the school community to showcase many of our 
skills and talents.  Whether you’d like to bake a batch of your best mince pies, sell your art and craft or perform 
music in an outdoor setting.

This year’s Market is fast approaching; held on Thursday 25th November on the lawns outside the Eurythmy Room 
from the end of the school day, until 7pm.

We are looking for musicians to “take to the stage” in 15 minute time slots from 3:30pm til 7pm. You don’t need a 
full 15 minutes of material, allow a few minutes for changeovers between acts. 

If you’d like to contribute to the musical repertoire please see Ruth at school or contact Rachel at

rachel@rainbowtree.com.au

If you’re thinking about having a stall which sells food please contact Rachel at rachel@rsinbowtree.com.au

So we can ensure we have a diverse range of options and enough food available so that families who wish to can 
stay on and enjoy dinner at school. 

For all other stall enquiries please contact Jasmin at jasminmorley@hotmail.com

Warmest regards,

Rachel Clark

Rainbow Tree  0451 035 044 | www.rainbowtree.com.au | insta @rainbowtreeshop

Twilight Market
Musicians Wanted

mailto:jasminmorley@hotmail.com
mailto:scatlow@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
mailto:rachel@rainbowtree.com.au 
mailto:rachel@rsinbowtree.com.au 
mailto:Jasmin at jasminmorley@hotmail.com 
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AA  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  ooff  SSppiirriitt,,  WWoonnddeerr  &&  CCoonnnneecctteeddnneessss 
TThhuurrssddaayy  22  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002211  @@77..3300ppmm  

  LLiivviinngg  AArrttss  CCeennttrree 

BBooookkiinnggss  EEsssseennttiiaall::     
https://events.humanitix.com/a-celebration-of-spirit-wonder-and-

connectedness 

An exhibition of artwork by David Booth, Rosemary Toogood & Peter Surguy  
will be presented in the LAC foyer 

PPrreesseennttiinngg  SSttoorryy,,  EEuurryytthhmmyy,,  PPooeettrryy,,  MMuussiicc,,  SSoonngg  &&  VViissuuaall  AArrttss  
bbyy  ssttaaffff  &&  ssttuuddeennttss  ooff  tthhee  

MMoouunntt  BBaarrkkeerr  WWaallddoorrff  SScchhooooll  aanndd  iinnvviitteedd  gguueessttss  

Book tickets at 

https://events.humanitix.com/a-celebration-of-spirit-wonder-

and-connectedness   

Community

https://events.humanitix.com/a-celebration-of-spirit-wonder-and-connectedness 
https://events.humanitix.com/a-celebration-of-spirit-wonder-and-connectedness 
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Keys2drive

Keys2drive is an Australian Government-funded program 
providing learner drivers and their parents/supervisors a free 
driving lesson with a Keys2drive accredited professional 
driving instructor.

Register for a free lesson

https://keys2drive.com.au/learners/create

 

 

 

 

https://keys2drive.com.au/learners/create
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November/December 
2021 
 
Biochar for Beginners 
Duck Flat Community 
Garden 

 Tuesdays 
23 & 30 Mar 

10.00am – 
12.00pm 

Resumé Writing   
          FREE 

 Tuesday 23 
Mar 

10.00am – 
12.00pm 

Top Hat Forum – ‘Healthy 
Active Together’ 
networking opportunity for 
community groups                       
FREE 
with members over 50 yrs.  
New members welcome!              

 

Wednesday 
31 Mar 

10.00am – 
1.00pm 

Cooking pizza and brownies
        Age: 10+ 

 Tuesday 13 
Apr 

10.00am – 
1.00pm 

Bike Maintenance 
Workshop      Age:  
10+ 

 
Friday 16 Apr 11.00am – 

1.00pm 

Henna Design Workshop 
                Age 10 - 15 

 Friday 16 Apr 12.00pm – 
2.00pm 

Dungeons and Dragons – 
beginners 
Game Lobby    
 Age: 12 - 15 

 
Sunday 18 

Apr 
2.00pm – 
5.00pm 

Creative Writing Program – 
monthly 

 Wednesday 
28 Apr 

7.00pm – 
9.00pm 

Date 
 

DATE 

Time 
TIME 

Bookings essential for all events - some events can be booked online mtbcc.eventbrite.com 

 
   

Gardening in Small Spaces Workshop  
– KESAB workshop                  free Wednesday 17 Nov 9.30am – 12.00pm 

Indian Movie Day  
– Wallis Cinema 
 

Saturday 20 Nov 

The Lunchbox 
3.30pm 

Bride and Prejudice 
6.00pm 

Energy Information Session               free Tuesday 23 Nov 10.00am 

What do I Say?  What do I do? 
 – workshop on suicide bereavement              free 
 

Thursday 25 Nov 12.30pm – 3.30pm 

Brukunga Community Afternoon – Brukunga Hall  
guest speaker:  Sophie Thomson               free Saturday 27 Nov 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Ageing Well in Your Community, End of Life 
Planning, Advanced Care Directive  
– a guided conversation                 free 
 

Tuesday 30 Nov 9.30am – 12.00pm 

International Day of People with a Disability  
– celebrating the day with a  bbq, choir, games and 
more                     free 
 

Friday 3 Dec 11.00am – 2.00pm 

A Conversation About Planning Your Funeral  
– with supported and caring guidance                free  Friday 10 Dec 9.30am – 12.00pm 

Kids Cooking Workshop – Duck Flat Community 
Garden kitchen Thursday 16 Dec 10.00am – 12.00pm 

MOUNT BARKER COMMUNITY CENTRE  
WILL BE CLOSED 24 DECEMBER TO 3 JANUARY INCLUSIVELY 

CPR Training – HLTAID001 
 

Tuesday 18 Jan 
9.00am – 11.30am 

or 
12.30pm – 3.00pm 

Boost Your Career with Digital Skills – new courses 
commencing February                  free 

commencing 
February 

Mondays or Fridays 
9.30am – 2.30pm 
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Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.


