
????

Important Dates
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9-11am Beehive Cafe
Cl 4 Excursion Ngaut Ngaut
7pm Beauty & The Beast

This week...

9-11am Beehive Cafe
ODE Excursion Rock Climbing
Cl 6&7 Lightning Carnival
7pm Beauty & The Beast

9-11am Beehive Cafe
11am - 5.30pm Cl 6&7 Concert 
with Trinity Gdns
7pm Beauty & The Beast

Cl 11 Art Gallery Excursion
8.50am - 12.30pm Kindergarten 
Spring Festival
4pm-8pm Cl 12 Showcase Art Rm
7pm Beauty & The Beast

1.30pm PE Excursion 
Cl 11/12 Mount Barker Tennis 
Club Courts

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,

Last week I talked about the opportunities that are coming up in the next 
few weeks.  It is a moment to showcase our students’ artistic and creative 
talents, ably supported by our skilled staff.  After you have participated 
in this week’s feast of events, don’t forget to leave room for next week’s 
performance of Shakespeare’s As You Like It by Cass 10.  A smorgasbord 
of opportunity!

It is with sadness that I announce that Meridy Pearse will be leaving us at 
the end of term.  Meridy has been a stalwart of the front office bringing 
compassion, warmth, and a sense of rigour to our first-aid practices.  She 
is an excellent team-member and will be sorely missed, we wish her well 
in her new role.

‘That which is does not inspire the creation, but that which may 
be; not the actual, but the possible’.      R Steiner

Term 3

Week 9

Class 5 Mambray Creek Camp

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal
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https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/
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9-11am Beehive 
Cafe

Important Dates
Next week...

9-11am Beehive 
Cafe
7pm Class 10 Play

Cl 11 Botany Hike
9-11am Beehive 
Cafe
9am High School Tour
Cl 2 Excursion Laratinga Wetlands 
7pm Class 10 Play

Cl 11 Botany Hike returns
7pm Class 10 Play

Primary School Spring Festival
1.30pm PE Excursion 
Cl 11 & 12 Mount Barker Tennis 
Club Courts

Shining a Light

Each week I would like to recognise a part of our community who are 
living our values. If you have someone, or a group, you would like to see 
recognised here, please let me know. This week I would like to recognise 
Adrienne Schulz the Primary Handwork Teacher.
Schools are made up of a myriad of people, some who you have regular 
contact with such as Class Teachers, Guardians or Front Office staff, and others 
who may go unnoticed despite being just as important in their connections 
to our students.  These are the people who are dedicated to working with our 
children to give them an experience that will develop them in different ways, 
one which they are passionate about.  Adrienne has been working with the 
children of our school for over 30 years, and she has done it in such a humble 
and modest way that she can often go unnoticed.  However, the fruits of her 
work live long in the students and give them skills that flow through their 
other studies.  She is a large part of our ‘head-heart-hands’ education, and we 
thank her for it.
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Vacancy

Student Support Officer in High School 2022
We are looking for a team player who has experience working with 
adolescents; someone who is flexible, empathic and patient.
The successful candidate will be willing to do extra training and 
observation and ideally have experience working with students with a 
disability, particularly in (but not limited to) Literacy support.  
The successful candidate will need a valid Working with Children 
Check and have completed the online Reporting Abuse and Neglect 
training.
Please send a cover letter and CV to lwaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au by COB Friday 8 October.

Yoga 
Bauke Hauben
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Parking on Sims Rd opposite the school

Mount Barker Council’s Public Safety Officers perform 
regular school patrols across all the schools within our 
area.  We have been notified that parking on the verge 
across from the school is against Council rules and the 
council will be issuing expiations to parents who park 
there. Please park within the school grounds when 
picking up your children.
Parking on the verge has the following impacts on the 
trees:
• Limits water infiltration of the soil
• Reduces the amount of oxygen present in the  
 soil
• Limits root penetration which stunts growth and  
 increases the likelihood of trees being blown  
 over in heavy winds

Thank you for your consideration in these matters.

Pictures from Mount Barker Council

Greetings fellow Mount Barker Waldorf parents,

Spring is here and our lovely annual Spring Fair 
organization is in full swing!
This is a warm invitation to bring any clean, useful, 
and well-made items:
• household 
• gardening
• shed 
• clothing 
• etc
that are no longer loved by your household, to be sold 
as new treasure at our Spring Fair.
Please be considerate that the items you deliver are in 
good condition and appealing for on-sale.

Items can be left on the verandah of the HUB from 
Monday – Friday in the following weeks as we lead 
up to the Spring Fair.

Any questions please contact:
Emily Broadbent 0433 484 284 or 
Emily Burrows 0403 336 720

Many thanks the Emily B’s 

Off site parking

White Elephant



Landscape Working
Group News Working Bee

Dear fellow Parents and Caregivers, firstly I want to thank the seven LWG members who worked on the creek on 
Sunday. The pics below show that mud and water are fun at any age! 
Please consider coming to our next Community Working Bee, 2 – 4 pm Sunday 19 September. With enough people 
weeding, planting and strategically placing small rocks, we should be able to complete this section now, in one go. 
Mount Barker District Council has provided the funding for earthmoving and plants, but the school (that is - you, me 
and us) must provide the volunteer labour. 
RSVP to the LWG email mbws.landscape@gmail.com if you can come on the 19 September; or text your RSVP to 
me on 0412 455 102. Bring a spade, mattock or small planting implements such as gardening fork and trowel if you 
have them, and your gloves and waterproof shoes.
We’d love to see you next Sunday afternoon.
Doreen Mellor
Landscape Working Group 



Receptionist/School Support Officer 
(Administration)

The School operates from Playgroup to Year 12 and 
offers a unique education based on Rudolf Steiner’s 
insights regarding human development. Our aim is to 
foster the healthy development of each child, awaken 
social awareness and respect for humanity, and help each 
child develop the skills and values needed to fulfil his or 
her destiny in the world. This approach to education is 
more relevant than ever in the first decades of the 21st 
century.

The Position

A permanent part-time position (43 weeks per year) 
exists for a proactive Administration School Support 
Officer for Front Office.   

You will work within a small, close-knit team dedicated 
to providing friendly support to staff, students, their 
families and visitors to the school. 

Duties include but are not limited to:

• Welcome visitors and direct appropriately.   
 Monitor visitor access and issue passes as needed
• Receive, respond to, and redirect external and  
 internal calls in a timely manner
• Student/Parent support
• Receive, sort and distribute incoming mail
• Perform other clerical duties as required   
 eg word processing, filing, typing and   
 photocopying
• General office administration
• Order school stationery and consumables
• Maintain Staffroom
• Primary First Aid Officer (knowledge of   
 homoeopathic medication desired) 
• Emergency Procedures

Essential: 

The successful candidate must have the following: 
• Senior First Aid certificate 
• WWCC
• RAN Certificate
• Experience working in a school

• Positive attitude, ability to multi-task and a  
 team player.
• Fast and accurate MS Office skills  
• Available for general office hours 8am - 4pm.
• Occasional availability before and after school  
 time and special events
• Be able to effectively prioritise a variety of  
 tasks from staff, students and parents

Desirable

• PC School
• Indesign
• Knowledge of Steiner pedagogy

Please submit a resume with three referees to Deborah 
Bottin, Registrar - dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 
by Monday 20 September 2021. 

Starting date as soon as possible.
Note - This position is advertised externally

Deborah Bottin | Registrar

Positions Vacant
Front Office

Volunteers !

As a volunteer you are an integral part of our school 
and   we greatly appreciate and value volunteer 
participation in the work of the school.  While the 
welfare of our students is our highest priority, we 
want to do everything possible to ensure volunteers 
receive a rewarding experience.  
 
We require all prospective volunteers to undergo 
a Child-related Screening Check through the 
Department of Communities and Social Inclusion 
and complete a short online induction to recognizing 
and reporting suspected abuse and neglect (RAN) 
before being invited to carry out any voluntary work.

We are currently calling for volunteers in  
Administration.  Working in the Front Office, you 
will be assisting with general admin duties including 
filing, photocopying, archiving, stationery, staff  
room.

Please email dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au for 
further information.

mailto:dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 


Class 4 Play

Class plays are always an 
experience of collaboration 
and growth.
We practiced songs, 
movement and speech 
throughout the year.
Ruth supported us with 
singing, Anna with 
Eurythmy and Jo-anne 
Sarre with speech.
Although we were 
postponed due to 
COVID-19 lockdown, the 
eventual performances 
were wonderful. 

Well done Class 4!

Emily Dallwitz | Class 4 Teacher

Iduna and Her 
Golden Apples



Class 5 Camp
Mambray Creek

On the first day of Spring, Class 5 awoke to find themselves 
in a forest in the Flinders Ranges. The Botany Camp 
would be a fun and exciting time exploring the outdoors 
with classmates. Learning about the environment around 
us and how to manage ourselves to live in it.
Students enjoyed the drive up to the Southern Flinders 
Ranges wending their way through Clare Valley 
observing the various land uses and changing scenery 
before arriving at Mambray Creek Campground in the 
Mount Remarkable National Park.   This Park suits our 
needs to give students many practical examples of plant 
life for their Botany Main Lesson. The Park has terrific 
crossover of flora and fauna from both the Mount Lofty 
Ranges and the Northern Flinders ranges. We camped 
amongst a eucalypt woodland predominated by box 
gums interspersed with northern-cypress pines and giant 
river redgums.
Upon arrival students busied themselves putting up their 
tents and making shelter for the night before exploring 
their surroundings including the dry creek bed adjacent 
to our campsite. After excitedly surveying the area, we 
settled down to dinner and a chat, planning and preparing 
for our days to come.
The next morning birds awoke us before dawn heralding 
a new day. Students packed their daypacks with snacks, 
lunch and plenty of water for a full day of walking ahead. 
The Hidden Gorge loop walk is 18km and about the 
longest single day walk we do with any of our camps. 
Class 5 students often surprise themselves with how 
capable they can be and expand their comfort zone and 
stamina. 
The hike began with a long slow climb up along ‘the 
Battery’ taking two hours. Stopping along the way we 
could observe different species of plants as the landscape 
changed before rewarding us with vast views across the 
top of the Spencer Gulf.
After recess at the fire lookout tower and rainwater tank 
we began the slow descent into the gorge. The slopes here 
alternate between western and eastern facing. Each with 
their own demonstration of fauna. The after an hour or 
so the track narrowed and we began navigating through 
boulders along the valley of a creek descending between 
increasingly sharp walls of the valley.  The geography 
here is predominately sandstone with exposed cliffs with 
dazzling reds, oranges and soft white exposures. Nestled 
among the changing rocks were colonies of lichen and 
moss with ferns growing in the cooler valley climate. 
Many different types of Fungi were observable.
Students worked together to navigate increasingly 
complex pathways and helped each other to stick 
together and find our way through. The warming day was 
counteracted by the cool valley breezes on our skin. 
We stopped for lunch in Hidden Gorge surrounded on 
both sides by towering orange cliffs.

Students marvelled at the formations and endless 
climbing opportunities they could see. After food and 
more water we continued our way down along the creek 
as it opened up into a wider woodland valley. Spring 
fed water in the creek surprised and refreshed our 
tiring feet as we made our way back to campsite. The 
students showed remarkable stamina and resilience and 
all completed the walk with a minimum of complaint. 
Friends helped and encouraged each other and the whole 
class worked together to complete the expedition.
After returning to camp students’ energy returned and 
they enjoyed a game of spotlight in the early evening 
dark. After dinner we moved away from the campsite to 
a ridge with no trees revealing a blanket of star filled 
night sky. There was no moon and the stars of the 
Flinders Ranges shone brightly. Students learnt how to 
find south from the Southern Cross, observed Venus, 
Jupiter and Saturn, the zodiac constellation Scorpio and 
the indigenous constellation of the Emu.
The next day we were up and at it again. Breakfast had, 
lunches made and the students were glad to be taking 
the bus to start the next shorter walk. After a quick drive 
around the park we arrived at the Alligator Gorge carpark. 
From here it is a shorter 3.5kms walk descending first to 
Blue Gum Flat and then into Alligator Gorge. A much 
tighter gorge, students enjoyed the cooler conditions as 
we entered into the tight rock walls on either side.  Inside 
this gorge we were again able to observe algae, lichen, 
moss, fungi, ferns and horsetails. After exploring for a 
while we stopped in the ‘Terraces’ for lunch. Students 
took much delight exploring the creek there and catching 
tadpoles. 
After lunch students began the long climb up the 200+ 
stairs back to the waiting bus. The weather was warming 
up quite a bit by now and the growing northerly winds 
brought a great deal of dust with them filling the sky with 
an erie red/orange haze as we drove back to camp through 
a newly constructed wind farm. Truly an amazing scene.
As darkness settled over our last night on camp gentle 
drizzle began falling on our tents ensuring everything was 
wet before we packed up in the morning and began the 
drive home. Our sincere thanks to Megan’s mum Ellie, 
Alec’s dad Karl and Julian’s dad Ben who accompanied 
us on camp. 

Ian Price | Outdoor Ed Co-Ordinator



Class 5 Camp Mambray Creek



Class 5 Camp
Mambray Creek



Class 9 
Main Lesson Comparative 

Anatomy

The Class 9 students have recently finished their Main Lesson: Comparative Anatomy, where they considered the 
uniqueness of the human being compared to other animals.  
We considered the 3 “foldedness” of the skeleton: the head (nervous-sense system/thinking), the ribcage and vertebral 
column (rhythmic system/feeling) and the limbs and pelvis (metabolic system/doing or willing).  We looked at our 
muscular-skeletal system.  
The students compared the homology (similar structure/different function/same ancestry eg human leg and bat wing) 
and the analogy (different structure/similar function eg bat wing and butterfly wing) of various animals.  Observations 
and comparisons were made between live animals at the zoo and the human being and they considered the different 
forms and functions of each, e.g. omnivores have eyes on the sides of their heads to help them spot predators. 
They discovered that due to our upright nature (being able to stand on 2 feet with a vertical spine) our hands became 
free for “doing” things, and because of this we have the ability to create and nurture, and make a positive contribution 
in the world.  
The Class 9 student takes a step forward in self-understanding and building self-awareness as they move toward the 
beginning of responsibility.  

Sue Catlow | Main Lesson Teacher



Class 12 Profiles

Hi, my name is Julian.  My Year 12 project is an 
exploration of sustainable food production through 
the building of an Aquaponics system. The thing 
that sparked my interest in aquaponics was my 
initial vision to have a project that revolved around a 
practical and innovative idea.

In my time at the school, I have particularly enjoyed 
the camps that our class has gone through. The camps 
offer an experience that is unforgettable.  I have 
learned to push myself over long distances, deal with 
adverse situations and have plenty of fun.

I will always remember the school plays fondly, to 
learn a play and put something so big together in just 
a few weeks is a very rewarding experience.  I has 
been a particular highlight of my time at the school.

Julian Zehle

Hi, my name is Misha. For my Year 12 Project, I am 
having political conversations with the goal of finding 
common ground and considering through the process 
how we can close the political divide in society.  

The thing I enjoy the most about the Mount Barker 
Waldorf School is the teachers and how they 
genuinely care about the students and how well they 
do in school. I feel like they want me to get the most 
out of my schooling experience, and they all try their 
best to support me. At another school I’m not sure if 
I would have had the same experience.
  
The Main Lesson that I will remember most fondly 
is the Biography Main Lesson in Class 9. I felt like 
I learned more about myself and my class than I 
ever had before. I also enjoyed the Biography that 
I chose to read about Joseph Stalin.  It expanded my 
knowledge about what it was like for a dictator like 
Stalin to grow up in the environment that he did and 
to consider its impact on him. 

I am grateful to Mount Barker Waldorf School for 
giving me a more personal learning experience than 
could be found at another school.  

Misha Perre



Class 12

It’s that exciting time of year when the Class 12s would like to begin sharing their Class 12 Project work 
with their community!  
You, our school community, are hereby invited to join us for the Class 12 Project Showcase on Thursday 
16th September in the Mount Barker Waldorf School Art Rooms. 
Covid 19 restrictions are in place which includes booking a free ticket to manage numbers.  Tickets are 
available by emailing tickets@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

We hope to see you there!

Eleanor Waterford | Acting Assistant Principal

20
21

T H U R S D A Y  1 6  S E P T E M B E R
M O U N T  B A R K E R  W A L D O R F  S C H O O L  A R T

C O M P L E X
4 . 0 0 P M   -   4 . 4 5 P M  -   5 . 3 0 P M   -   6 . 1 5 P M

 

CLASS 12
PROJECT
SHOWCASE

 T I C K E T  B O O K I N G  I N F 0 R M A T I O N :                  
T I C K E T S @ M T B A R K E R W A L D O R F . S A . E D U . A U

EMAIL  WITH  SESS ION  T IMES  IN  ORDER  OF

PREFERENCE .   YOUR  ALLOCATED  SESS ION

T IME  WILL  BE  CONF IRMED  BY  EMAIL .

ARTWORK  BY  WILL  HOCKIN

Project Showcase

mailto:tickets@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 
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Book tickets at

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDCO

Beauty and The
Beast Jnr

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDCO


'As You Like It'

Book tickets at

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDPZ 

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDPZ


SEA Core Principles

Eleanor Waterford | Acting Assistant Principal

Steiner Education Australia (SEA) has drafted Core Principles which express the work of Steiner 
Schools.  As part of the drafting process, SEA collaborated with Steiner/ Waldorf school delegates 
to incorporate feedback from schools.  All Steiner/ Waldorf schools are interacting with the 
Principles creatively in their contexts.  Each week in the newsletter, we will look at one core 
principle to deepen understanding and dialogue around the principles of Waldorf Education. 

Core Principles For Australian Steiner Schools 2021

5. The Conscious Establishment of Human Relationships Fosters Individual and Community   
 Health.

 The teacher’s task is to develop a deep interest in the children, their colleagues, the school   
 community and the world.

 Enduring relationships between students and teachers and among the students themselves are at the  
 heart of Steiner/Waldorf education.

 The teacher’s task is to strive with openness and fresh perspectives with each student and school   
 community member.

 These relationships deepen and stabilise when they are cultivated over multiple years.

 Healthy relationships and communication with parents and colleagues, local communities and   
 indigenous cultures are encouraged for the well-being of the school.

As Waldorf teachers a key aspect of our work is the cultivation of relationships with our students.  While it is 
hard to capture this work simply, I could liken it to watching the life cycle of a plant.  With sustained interest, 
we work as teachers to cultivate the conditions for children to grow and celebrate their growth.  We consider 
what we can offer to their learning environment, how much water (learning experiences, content), sunshine 
(love, recognition and encouragement) and shade (love, challenge and stretch) they need to grow and flourish.  

The reward and responsibility of our work as teachers is sustained through these relationships 
too.  We call on the inner work I described last week in Principle 4, to bring our best selves to our 
relationships, to accept the challenges presented to us and to lean into our own learning.  Everyone 
is learning and growing in the school day!  These relationships are enhanced by the learning 
and growing of our parents and wider community too.  And so it ripples out… It is a joy of our time 
together as a community that we can deepen our relationships with each other and grow together.  

Waldorf Today



Spring Festival

 

P r o g r a m m e 
Acknowledgment of Country 

Welcome - Liam Waterford MC 
Class 5 Indigenous Dance  
Class 6 Japanese Dance 

Class 1 Wishita 
 Class 2 Irish Folk Dance 
 Class 3 Henay Matov 
Class 7 German Dance 

 Class 4 - Maypole 
   *hats are encouraged  *parents welcome  *COVID measures in place 

We warmly invite you to attend our 
 
 
 
 

Spring Festival 
Friday 24 September 2021 - 11.15am Main Oval 

 



Spring Fair



Community

   
The Outdoor Classroom is an artisan workshop that teaches courses in traditional hand 

skills in an outdoor setting.
•	 Blacksmithing and Traditional Spoon Carving Holiday Classes

27th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
30th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 2 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
4th Oct 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
6th Oct 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 3 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
8th Oct 2021 – Traditional Spoon Carving Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)

•	 Adult workshops Traditional Spoon Carving and Blacksmithing
19th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs)
17th Oct 2021 - Traditional Spoon Carving Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs)

All courses cost $150. Safety equipment supplied.
Instructor: Jocelyn Grant (25yrs of experience teaching in Waldorf Schools)

Address: 11 Duffield Ave Mount Barker

 
Website: https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au  
Facebook: https://fb.me/OutdoorClassroomAU

https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=54&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=55&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=51&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=56&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=57&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/WorkshopEnrolment/LandingPage?id=6&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/WorkshopEnrolment/LandingPage?id=7&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/
https://fb.me/OutdoorClassroomAU


Community
   

Our Local Food System
Tuesday 14 September 2021

Our Local Food System - Join us to explore what this means for Mount Barker 

About this event
Come help map what a healthy and sustainable food system looks like and how it can:

• drive climate change action
• reduce food waste
• support local jobs
• connect us as communities

Please email any dietary requirements through to bsomerville@mountbarker.sa.gov.au for catering 
purposes

Date and time
Tue., 14 September 2021
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Location
Laratinga Pavillion
100 Springs Road
Mount Barker, SA 5251

mailto:bsomerville@mountbarker.sa.gov.au


Community



Recycling

Drop off your old mobile phones to  
the Front Office to support Zoos 
SA. 
When you recycle your phone, the 
funds generated directly supports 
the Tacugama Chimpanzee 
Sanctuary. 

Drop off your used batteries at 
the Front Office where they get 
disposed of thoughtfully.

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.
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