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Important Dates
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9-11am Beehive 
Cafe
6pm Cl 8 P/T Meeting
6pm Cl 11 P/T Meeting

This week...

9-11am Beehive 
Cafe
7pm Class 10 Play

Cl 11 Botany Hike
9-11am Beehive 
Cafe
9am High School Tour
Cl 2 Excursion Laratinga 
Wetlands
7pm Class 10 Play

Cl 11 Botany Hike returns
6.30pm Class 9 P/T Meeting
7pm Class 10 Play

Primary School Spring Festival
1.30pm PE Excursion 
Cl 11 & 12 Mount Barker Tennis 
Club Courts

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,
We are at the end of another jam-packed term full of wonder, learning 
and exceptional experiences.  We started with a lockdown and end the 
term in trepidation of another one that may be longer.  We are assuming 
we may not always be so lucky and are planning accordingly.  We have 
seen the Musical that was postponed from last year finally performed with 
students who finished last year coming back to lend a hand (thank you 
Cian!).  Camps have gone out, Spring Fair is slowly gaining momentum, 
and the maypole’s ribbons are weaving a merry dance almost every day.  
The life of the school moves vividly through the grounds with an almost 
palpable presence.  Fasching scared away the winter and ushered in the 
warmth (although King Winter’s presence seems to have lingered longer 
than usual).  The end of the term is nigh, and we can all breathe out!
While we all look forward to next week, we also have some more significant 
things happening this week.  Class 10 are performing “As You Like It” 
from Tuesday to Thursday.  Class 2 are going on their first ever excursion.  
Some classes are having their class meetings while we can be face-to-face.  
It has been a race all term, we are in the final stretch and these events will 
keep us energised to the end.

‘Rest and laughter are the most spiritual and subversive 
acts of all.  Laugh, rest, slow down’.      Anne Lamott

Term 3

Week 10

Cl 10/11 Outdoor Education

Elective
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https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/
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Important Dates
Next week...

As we all head in different directions this break, please take care.  This time 
is a precious one to re-connect and re-energise, to find moments of rest and 
laughter; being in the moment and letting the rest of the year be, without 
worry.  
Have a wonderful break, enjoy time with your children and we will see you 
again soon.

Shining a Light

Each week I would like to recognise a part of our community who are living 
our values. If you have someone, or a group, you would like to see recognised 
here, please let me know. This week I would like to recognise Sofie Thomsen 
and the canteen staff.
Our canteen is something special.  When I do school tours, prospective 
parents see it as a point of difference and are amazed at what we offer at 
such good prices.  We are incredibly lucky that we have a team of dedicated 
people who work to make healthy food, food that matches our school values.  
Some might not realise the impact they make in our students’ day, but their 
constant happy presence during breaktimes (and their beguiling brownies) 
make them an integral part of what we bring to our students.
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Class 12 Project

Rowan | Class 12 Student
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Dear School Community

Thank you for the interest shown in my Class 
12 Project at our Project Showcase last week.

I have set up an email and an Instagram page 
for information on the knives that I have made 
for my project.

Please have a look.  

Email   elstonknives@gmail.com 

Instagram  @Elston_Knives 

Student Withdrawals 

Reminder* One term’s notice, in writing, addressed to the Registrar is required for the intended withdrawal 
of a student from the school.

Term 4 - Monday 11 October 2021 to Friday 10 December 2021Term 4 - Monday 11 October 2021 to Friday 10 December 2021

Liam Waterford | Acting Principal



Lightning Carnival

Nic Massacci | Coach

Aaron Lokkin | Coach

Congratulations to the boys from 
Class 6 and 7 who competed in 
the 9-a-side football carnival at 
St Francis De Sales.

Scoring was not the focus of 
the Carnival and we played 
with great team spirit and 
sportsmanship.

On Wednesday 14 September 2021 our Class 6/7 Girls’ Soccer 
team won their 5th round of SAPSASA Knockout Soccer 1:0 
against Lefever College at the Hahndorf Oval. 

Special thanks to Nic Massacci for driving us there, Ian Price 
for booking the transport as always and Linden Bennett (Class 
10) for helping out on the day. 

This put us through to the Grand Final that we played against 
Westport Primary in their first time reaching the Grand Final.

With one of our key players out in the first minute with an injury, 
we drew 1:1. As it was the final, SAPSASA did not go to extra 
time and sent us both home gold medal winners.

The highlight was making new friends/fans with Westport 
Primary who we hope to see again next year.

SAPSASA Soccer



Banksia Rose Kindergarten

My Lady Spring is dressed in green,

And she wears a primrose crown.

And all the baby buds and twigs,

Are clinging to her gown.

The sun shines if she laughs at all,

And when she weeps the raindrops fall,

My Lady Spring is dressed in green,

And she wears a primrose crown.

Lady Spring was certainly laughing on Spring 
Festival Day.  With sunny skies, the children enjoyed 
a morning of song, activity, Spring Festival cake 
and puppet story.  Lottie summed up the experience 
when she came to me and stated, “Best kindy day 
ever!” then quickly went off to join her friends.   

As our stay at Bush Kindy comes to a close on Friday, 
I look forward to observing how this rich experience 
shall shape the children’s play and their relationship to 
the indoor and outdoor spaces back at the kindergarten.  

During weeks Two and Three of Term 4, I will 
be conducting child discussions for the younger 
children (4 & 5 year olds), please see timetable 
on the noticeboard and nominate a time/day that 
suits.  These discussions are held instead of formal 
written reports and I encourage each family to attend.  

We take this opportunity to wish each of the 
families a safe and restful Spring holiday and look 
forward to our continuing work with the children 
in Term Four.  Birthday wishes to Yassen as he 
celebrates his 5th birthday during the holidays.

Leesa, Stephanie, Hera & Noriko. 



Kindergarten
Spring Festival



Kindergarten Spring Festival
Thank you Dora for the pictures



Kindergarten Melaleuca



Class 8s are currently 
exploring the Physics of  
Electromagnetism and their 
applications. 

We are in wonder of 
Hans Christian Oersted’s 
experiment and are observing 
how an electromagnetic can 
be strengthened. 

Class 8
Electromagnetics 
Main Lesson

Grace Vai-Stierman | Main Lesson Teacher

The observable phenomenon  of the electromagnet strength is measured 
by who pulls the other team across the line! 

Testing an electromagnet 



Autumn by Lena Yakkas

Autumn is so calm
The leaves slowly fall
Life slows down
The colours soothe me

Then comes the rain,
The thunder and lightening
The intensity
Overwhelms me

The trees stand strong
Throughout the storm
They have stood for decades
They will not fall now

The green that lacks on trees
Now exists in emeralds
They capture the green of spring
And give it back in Autumn

The rain washes them clean
And lets them shine
They are needed to bring joy
Much like flowers

The narcissus and the carnations
Both represent rebirth
Fitting for the rain
They spill out on the earth.

The Belly of the Whale by Alexa Williams

If ever you find yourself in the belly of the whale,
The point of no return,
It’s unfamiliar, uncertain, and unknown -
Deep as your fears.
Don’t turn around,
The only way out is forward.
However, if you do decide enough’s enough,
Say goodbye to your loved ones,
The only way out is forward.
The depth of your fears is only there if you let it,
Don’t let it in.
Fear will hold you back and swallow you whole.
Choose to find hope in hopelessness.
It is up to you.

Fiona Vogel | Main Lesson Teacher

Class 10

Class 10 recently completed a Main Lesson called ‘Epic and Lyric Poetry’.  In it, they explored some 
ancient and modern sagas such as Beowulf and Lord of the Rings, and they explored Lyric poetry by reading 
and writing short poems expressing emotions and observations about the world.  Another central theme was 
the archetypal Hero’s Journey in its ancient and modern forms.  The poems below express some aspects of 
the learning undertaken.



Class 12 Profiles

Hi, my name is Eden. For my year 12 project, I have planned, designed, and built a cabin/studio, exploring and 
learning all of the necessary skills and knowledge necessary to build along the way. As a complete beginner to 
absolutely everything house and construction, this was quite the undertaking, and I had to consult and work alongside 
professionals, who taught me much of what I now know. This idea wasn’t always clear cut however, and the vision 
underwent several changes before I was able to reach something that was doable with the time, resources, and skills 
that I had at my disposal. Over the past 6 months I have been in the process of designing, and constructing the cabin 
itself, and I am pleased to say, it is nearly finished. For my community aspect, I aim to give back to the school, 
using my newly acquired knowledge and skills in design and carpentry to fabricate a set of chairs and a table for the 
courtyard between the IRC and the class 8-9 building.

I know I am a Waldorf Student because I have trouble explaining to strangers exactly what my school is. And I don’t 
mean that in a bad way, in the words of a certain Eleanor Waterford ‘different is good’, and Waldorf is certainly 
different. There are countless cherished memories I owe to the school, and a lot of them are directly due to its 
“waldorfyness”, baking in Kindy, show and tell and ‘recall’ of the story with Basil, playing in the gardens, Spring 
Fairs, Winter Festivals, and the class camps are just some of the experiences I owe to our school being different.

My message to younger students, although I don’t really feel qualified to be giving advice, is try to do your best. Not 
for the grades, but for yourself. It is extremely satisfying to be able to look at something you have done, a challenge 
you have overcome, and be proud that you truly did it to the best of your ability. Get good grades, but really consider 
why you are getting them, narrow down the reason you want it, and use that as fuel, as a reminder to try, especially in 
year 12. And although I sound like an overly positive motivational speaker when I say this, have fun with it, although 
grades are good, so are friendships, family life, mental health, and your own personal time to relax. Find a healthy 
balance of this, one that works for you, and you will enjoy school.

I get the feeling that camps are going to be heavily featured when considering the aspects of school we’ve particularly 
enjoyed, but they are the obvious choice. They encapsulate the Waldorf experience, and in the best way possible. 
Almost every single camp I have been on has brought the class closer, and I feel that they are one of the main 
contributors to the fact that our class is such a tight knit as a group. The camps are some of the most fun I have ever 
had in my life, sure, some of them were tough, but that was a major part of what made them so valuable; the grueling 
nature of the hiking camps like the Camel Trek and Botany camp forced you to work together as a team to achieve 
a common goal, and, whether intentionally or inadvertently; the camps taught endurance, patience, humility and 
authenticity.

Eden McMahon



Class 12 Profiles

Nyah Bacon

Hi, my name is Nyah. My Year Twelve Project is a journey into animation and the representation of marginalized 
people in the media and incorporating those two themes into one final animated piece. I choose to specifically 
focus on Southeast Asian representation. As someone who is southeast Asian myself, I barely saw anyone who 
looked like me in the media I consumed growing up, so my goal is to give that representation to kids just like 
me and share the importance of giving everyone the representation they deserve.

I am incredibly grateful to Mount Barker Waldorf School for giving me a community which encourages everyone 
to be the best version of themselves and supporting one another along the way. Also, I know I’m a Waldorf 
Student because I can spot a Waldorfian in any crowd! I went to this climate summit once and there were 
around one hundred of us there. There was another girl there, and I had a hunch that she felt familiar. Through 
conversation we came to realize that we had both attended Walldorf schools! There’s something about every 
Waldorf student that feels comfortable and familiar, we’re all able to bond over our unique and amazing Waldorf 
experience. Especially over the smell of the blue paint and the pain of drawing borders in primary school!

Through my couple of years attending this school, and years before that attending Winter and Spring fairs, my 
love for this school and community has grown fonder. This community of creative, inspiring, and kind people 
has become my family. No matter who you are here, you are loved and cared for and that’s something so simple 
yet unique to a school like ours. The people will always be my favorite thing, no matter our differences, we make 
sure to support each other. That’s what matters in life, and I personally feel like this school has taught me that.

Here’s a few thoughts that I can leave you with as I make my way through my last year here. Have fun, take care 
of yourself, and work hard to be the person you want to be. We’re all still very young in the whole scheme of 
things and we all have our whole lives ahead of us, so enjoy the present more. This is advice I would’ve loved 
to give younger me, and I’m sure many others can benefit: You don’t need to be perfect; you don’t need the lines 
to be coloured in perfectly, or that shading to be done to extremes. Just enjoy yourselves and your learning. As 
someone who has been in a few mainstream schools I can say that Main Lessons can definitely be fun if you let 
yourself enjoy them!



SEA Core Principles

Eleanor Waterford | Acting Assistant Principal

Steiner Education Australia (SEA) has drafted Core Principles which express the work of Steiner Schools.  As part of 
the drafting process, SEA collaborated with Steiner/ Waldorf school delegates to incorporate feedback from schools.  
All Steiner/ Waldorf schools are interacting with the Principles creatively in their contexts.  Each week in the newsletter, 
we will look at one core principle to deepen understanding and dialogue around the principles of Waldorf Education.

6 Spiritual Development For Sustaining Professional Growth Is An Ongoing Activity For The Collegiate  
	 Of	Teachers	And	Staff	And	Is	Supported	By	The	Board.		

 School staff cultivate their professional learning, including inner personal and spiritual development,   
 drawing on anthroposophical and other contemporary study and research.

 The shared agreements within the faculty around educational study, artistic activity, mentoring, research and  
 reflective practice, are a source of insight and renewal which further personal and professional growth in   
 service to the students.

 This collaboration extends to professional sharing among teachers and staff from all schools.

 The Board supports the provision of professional learning for staff.  The Board also undertakes its own   
 professional learning to maintain its alignment with the school ethos and vision.

We are nearing the end of our discussion of SEA’s Core Principles with the 6th of 7 Principles.  However, it is clear how 
multifaceted they are, there is much more that we could unpack!  I hope they have been a rich source for your own thinking 
around Waldorf education and may even have prompted some rich discussion on your questions and experiences of 
Waldorf education.  Certainly, we find as a staff that our professional growth continues to unfold through opportunities 
for dialogue with each other as well as through engaging in professional development.  We have been working with the 
Core Principles for example, when we come together as educators from across the school to share our practice and insights.  

Collegial sharing and dialogue has been an inspiring thread this year.  Some highlights of the year were: 
• Hosting the SA hub of Waldorf teachers for the Glenaon Waldorf teachers’ conference at our school in January,
• the MBWS Staff Unconference in January where we shared insights and proposed new initiatives which have 

filled our year,
• the SA Waldorf Schools teachers unconference we hosted in July where we were joined by staff from Willunga 

Waldorf and Trinity Gardens.  
• the SA Heads of Waldorf Schools termly meetings, a new initiative this year.

All such events have provided rich sources for dialogue and multiple perspectives.  Such work contributes to our 
reflective practice and the weaving of a larger picture for the renewal of Waldorf education in our times, in our 
context.  We feel fortunate indeed to be actively contributing to this great work which feeds back into our classrooms. 



School Life

Class 3 Sandpit Activities Class 3

Class 3

Spring Festival... just swinging

Spring Festival



'As You Like It'

Book tickets at

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDPZ 

https://www.trybooking.com/BUDPZ


Spring Festival

 

P r o g r a m m e 
Acknowledgment of Country 

Welcome - Liam Waterford MC 
Class 5 Indigenous Dance  
Class 6 Japanese Dance 

Class 1 Wishita 
 Class 2 Irish Folk Dance 
 Class 3 Henay Matov 
Class 7 German Dance 

 Class 4 - Maypole 
   *hats are encouraged  *parents welcome  *COVID measures in place 

We warmly invite you to attend our 
 
 
 
 

Spring Festival 
Friday 24 September 2021 - 11.15am Main Oval 

 



Spring Fair 
Plant Nursery

Preparation

Can you help?

9am to 12pm 

Wednesday 29 September 2021

9am to 12pm

 Tuesday 5 October 2021

Come along in the holidays to help pot 
up, propagate, weed pots,

sow punnets of seeds

Location - School Plant Nursery

Children welcome

All enquries

Sue Catlow

scatlow@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au 

0408 854 919



Spring Fair



Finn Mellor | Alumni

Metamorphosis
Exhibition

The metamorphosis exhibition is based on Ovids epic poetry of Greek origin, as well as Benjamin Brittens 
renown interpretation of said poetry; the Six Metamorphoses After Ovid for classical oboe.
Celia Craig will be performing the suite live on 10 October 2021 alongside the gallery. Celia is a former parent 
of the school and artistic director of Artaria, a not for profit organisation dedicated to the continued promotion 
and preservation of classical music in the modern age.
The gallery itself has been created by me,  a Mount Barker Waldorf school graduate - now professional 
photographer.
Lucy Craig and other alumni from both Mount Barker and Willunga Waldorf schools have also made great 
contributions to this project and have been heavily involved with the process. 
Some may even recognize past students Diana and Charlotte from the leaflets.
This gallery is designed to be viewed alongside Celia’s oboe performance but is being demoed here without live 
music on 7 October 2021.
This date is of course in school holidays so please tell students, staff, and any others to save the date!
We will not be providing refreshments due to COVID-19 regulations but we would appreciate your support and 
feedback none the less.
Thank you all so much



Community

Mountain Biking Programs

Head for the Hills has a range of Mountain Bike programs 
commencing soon, including an After School Skills 
Program just for girls. They also have their popular 
Holiday Geocache Adventure, Holiday Skills Clinics and 
After School Skills as per usual. These programs focus 
on the key skills of mountain biking and will develop the 
students:

• Bike handling and balance
• Control and trail reading
• Technique (discipline independent)

Students will also learn about the non-practical aspects of 
mountain biking, including:

• Trail etiquette for shared-use networks
• Risk assessment and management skills
• Knowledge of participation opportunities 

For more information, visit www.headforthehills.net.au 

Community

http://www.headforthehills.net.au


Community

Our Registration period is during February each year,

so keep an eye out for date announcements on our socials or

website. 

To register your interest, email us at contact@hahndorfsc.com 

or text on 0456 528 975 

For more information, please visit: www.hahndorfsc.com

WANT TO TRY
SOCCER?

W E  W O U L D  L O V E  F O R  Y O U  T O  C O M E
A N D  P L A Y  I N  2 0 2 2  

HAHNDORF SOCCER CLUB

PLAY@MBUSC SESSION 1 & 2 THURSDAY 7 & 14 OCTOBER
MINIROOS BOYS & GIRLS (u7-u11) 4.45pm for 5.15pm start. Finish 6.30pm
BOYS ACADEMY - JPL (u12-u16) 6pm for 6.30pm start. Finish 8pm
GIRLS ACADEMY - Football SA Girls League (u13-u17) 6pm for 6.30pm start. Finish 8pm

PLAY@MBUSC SESSION 3 SATURDAY 16 OCTOBER
MINIROOS BOYS & GIRLS (u7-u11) 9am start. Finish 10.15am
BOYS ACADEMY - JPL (u12-u16) 10.30am start. Finish 12noon
GIRLS ACADEMY - Football SA Girls League (u13-u17) 10.30am start. Finish 12noon.

CALLING ALL ASPIRING FOOTBALLERS
Mt Barker United SC is holding the  rst of a number of 
PLAY@MBUSC Sessions as we put out the welcome mat 
to returning and new players who want to be part of an 
exciting club that is growing wings. 

REGISTER NOW USING QR CODE
For more information contact Darren Miller on 0419 811 664 
or email info@mbusc.com.au. 



Community

   
The Outdoor Classroom is an artisan workshop that teaches courses in traditional hand 

skills in an outdoor setting.
•	 Blacksmithing and Traditional Spoon Carving Holiday Classes

27th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
30th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 2 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
4th Oct 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
6th Oct 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 3 Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)
8th Oct 2021 – Traditional Spoon Carving Course (2 Days – 3hrs/day)

•	 Adult workshops Traditional Spoon Carving and Blacksmithing
19th Sept 2021 - Blacksmithing Fundamentals 1 Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs)
17th Oct 2021 - Traditional Spoon Carving Workshop (1 Day – 6 hrs)

All courses cost $150. Safety equipment supplied.
Instructor: Jocelyn Grant (25yrs of experience teaching in Waldorf Schools)

Address:	11	Duffield	Ave	Mount	Barker

 
Website: https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au  
Facebook: https://fb.me/OutdoorClassroomAU

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.

https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=54&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=55&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=51&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=56&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/Enrolment/LandingPage?id=57&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/WorkshopEnrolment/LandingPage?id=6&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/WorkshopEnrolment/LandingPage?id=7&source=Manual
https://www.outdoorclassroom.com.au/
https://fb.me/OutdoorClassroomAU
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