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Dear Mount Barker Waldorf School Community,

We are now well into the swing of learning.  The first Main Lesson is behind us and the second one well under 
way.  I’m sure that there has been some great opportunities for feedback and growth both for the students 
and the teachers.  I do have one question though – what are the opportunities for growth from a parent 
perspective?  How are you being challenged in your thinking and being allowed opportunities to see the world 
in a different light?  This year as a Senior Leadership Team we are focusing on the opportunities for everyone 
connected with our school to learn and grow, and as a part of that we would like to hear from you about what 
ways you engage best with learning and growth.

We recognise that the world of the family is changing and that the time and energy families had in the past 
is different, and that the learning opportunities of the past may not meet the standards of today’s audiences.  
We also recognise the tension between tradition and innovation.  A regular part of our work is striving to 
understand what has made our education so wonderful in the past, as well as considering how it must adapt 
and shape to meet the needs of children now and in the future.  Among that debate sits the understanding 
of what is essential for our students to have a ‘slow and joyous childhood’ (a wonderful phrase  I heard and 
appreciated from a parent this week).  

These debates are integral to the growth and maturation of our school.  They are an opportunity to hear and 
understand multiple perspectives.  To embrace challenge and to foster resilience.  As a part of this I would 
like to open a space on Friday morning from 9.00 for anyone who would like to participate in an informal 
discussion around this topic.  We will be in the gazebo outside Class 6 (so if you have children they can be 
easily supervised on the playground).  Tea and coffee will be provided in the foyer of the LAC.

Have a wonderful week,

Liam Waterford, Principal

Listening Circle – Opening a space for dialogue
Friday 10 March at 9.00am Gazebo outside Class 6.  Refreshments in the LAC foyer.
Please come and have a chat in the friendly surrounds of the school.  Any question can be brought, but this 
week’s topic of discussion is “Challenge and Resilience - What is a modern Waldorf Education anyway?”



Upcoming Important Dates ~ 

6
March

Senior Girls Excursion
International Women’s Day Brunch

Listening Circle - Opening Space for dialogue

9am - Gazebo outside Class 6

Class 10 First Aid: 9-10 Mar

Class 12 P/T Mtg - 7pm

Public Holiday - Adelaide Cup Day 

NAPLAN 15/3 - 17/3

Primary School Autumn Festival - 
MOVED TO WEEK 7

Kindergarten Autumn Festival: 9am - 12.30pm
(Half day for Kindergarten)
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BEEHIVE - Term 1

TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 

9-11AM: Café and Shop

THURSDAYS 1.30-3.30PM: Café and Shop

FRIDAYS 9-11AM: Craft Group (all welcome)

Class 8 Excursion - Orienteering: 11am-2pm

Class 11/12 PE Tennis Excursion

Eurythmy for 
Adults - Term 1

Mondays

10.45am-11.45am

Monday - Friday AM 
6.30am - school start 
($20 Flat Rate)

Monday - Friday PM
school finish – 6.30pm 
($30 Flat Rate)

oshc@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au to book

O S H C

YOGA Wednesdays
8 am for teachers

8.30 am for students

9.10 am for parents

"Freedom is the sense of being 

capable of actions motivated 

solely by love. "

-Rudolf Steiner 

   PRIMARY SCHOOL      
AUTUMN FESTIVAL
CHANGE OF DATE TO 

WEEK 7

 FURTHER DETAILS 
TO COME



TAKEAWAY TUESDAY!!

For just $15 you can pre-order (through the Spriggy app) a family sized, homemade 

mushroom, spinach & cheese quiche with large Greek salad to collect from the office at 

the end of the school day. Pick up the family with dinner sorted.

*More weekdays to be added at a later date.

Reconciliation at Our School



We are looking for an experienced Waldorf Teacher who is prepared to commit to the challenging 
and rewarding task of nurturing a class through the Upper Primary years.  The successful applicants 
will be collaborative, artistic, flexible, interested in new ideas, and able to take initiative. They will 
have a passion for education and have an understanding of Steiner pedagogy and philosophy.  
Applicants must meet the requirements for registration or be eligible to be registered as a teacher 
in South Australia.   

We are committed to developing our Waldorf pedagogy to nurture students’ imagination, 
creativity and skills for the future. A desire to be reflective, learn more and grow as a teacher is 
essential.  The school will support you in your knowledge of Steiner Education and your professional 
development.

The Mount Barker Waldorf School (www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) is an established 
coeducational, independent Waldorf school serving over 360 students from Early Childhood 
through Year 12. The school is located in the Adelaide Hills on a picturesque 20 acres.  We offer a 
full Waldorf Curriculum with extensive purpose-built facilities and experienced teachers.  

To apply please send a cover letter, CV, and three references to the Principal, Liam Waterford at 
lwaterford@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au. All positions require a WWCC and RRHAN-EC certificate 
as well as the right to work in Australia.  We do not sponsor foreign applicants.  

Applications are due by Friday 24 March 2023 for an immediate start 

or to begin in Term 2, May 1 2023.

For preliminary confidential enquiries or conversations about the positions, please contact Liam 
Waterford, Principal at the school on (08) 8391 0411.

Class 4 Teacher Position 2023 – For Immediate Start



Summer in Nightingale Kindergarten

We began our year with many helping hands at 
our Working Bee, older families and new, working 
together make our kindergarten sparkling clean.  

We have welcomed many new children and their 
families to Nightingale this year. We are so glad 
they have joined our community!  

Our dear guinea pigs, Honey and Dom, are always 
there to offer a nurturing cuddle to help the children 
settle into our day. 

The children have delighted in re-connecting with 
their much-loved toys, play items and of course the 
water play during those hot summer days!  

Thanks to Daryl, Simon and Nick who have worked 
on our flow-form water course and irrigation to help 
bring coolness and splish-splash fun to our days in 
the garden.

Christy, Dimity and Hera

Nightingale Kindergarten



Real World Waldorf

~ Archie Helgeson, Class 8, at a Harmony Music Festival~

Archie, in Class 8, has developed an absolute passion for blacksmithing and jewellery making. He was recently invited to 
attend a Harmony Music Festival and showcase his work at one of the market stalls. He was using all his spare time forging 
and creating every day after school. Archie has worked so hard to gather a body of work to present to the festival and just 
needed a little more time to complete the last few pieces. He was very successful, selling a great deal of his creations and 
connected with many people. Well done Archie!! 

Krystina Fisher

Class 8 Guardian



Class 11 Main Lesson
~ Big Ideas Field Trip~

On Tuesday the 28th of February, Class 11 students 
ventured down to the Murray Mouth for their Big 
Ideas Main Lesson. 

They were met by Ngarrindjeri artist Cedric Varcoe, 
who welcomed students to Yarluwar Ruwe (Sea 
Country) with a smoking ceremony. 

Cedric spoke with students about Ngarrindjeri Miwi, 
the inner spiritual connection to lands, waters, each 
other and all living things. 

After pausing to reflect, students finished their 
time in this significant l andscape completing some 
geographical fieldwork tasks amongst the dunes. 

Rebecca Hill
High Schoool Geography and History Teacher



JAPANESE
~ Online Language Exchange Incursion~

We have enjoyed another online language exchange incursion with Higashi junior High School. 

Students from classes 7 through to 11 communicated with native Japanese middle school students by applying their 
Japanese knowledge, interpersonal skills, and communication strategies. 

The students had dedicated Japanese and English time during the session as an exchange of communication. Class 
7 students introduced themselves, Class 8 and 9 students introduced Australian food, and Class 10 and 11 students 
introduced our country to Japanese students. 

We also had free conversation time as well.

Eri Brown
High School Japanese Teacher



Adventures in OSHC
~ with Janine & Josh  ~

The past two weeks has been a busy little period for 
OSHC. We have welcomed new faces to the service and 
continued to build meaningful relationships with our 
returning children. We are filled with joy to see the group 
dynamic of older and younger children playing together 
and looking after each other.

The hot weather in week three has allowed us to make 
use of the shady deck area and our indoor resources. The 
children had a great time making fairy mud – a sensory 
(messy!) activity that allows children to experiment with 
the mouldable-slimy material. The newly built water 
pump and water trail leading into the sandpit has been 
a great resource for some hands-on dam building. The 
mornings have been a calm time for children to read a 
story while having some healthy breakfast. One of our 
children has put in a lot of effort building a farm for our 
hand-made animals.

Janine and the children have continued to be busy in 
the kitchen, which is one of the services highlights. We 
continued our weekly pizza making, while giving the 
option for children to wrap their pizza up and takeaway 
for a later time. The children also experimented with 
pancake art – a yummy way to create pancakes for 
afternoon tea.

We thank parents who have been active in booking their 
children through the new Xplore application. As usual 
if you are experiencing any difficulties, please feel free 
to get in touch with Josh by email. We are always happy 
to lend a hand or receive any feedback about this newly 
implemented program.

 Joshua

OSHC Director

oshc@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
A Fortnightly Article



For more information and to purchase tickets head to: 

https://events.humanitix.com/permaculturecelebration2023

Sponsored Teen Tickets to the Australian Permaculture Convergence
We are pleased to offer a limited number of sponsored teen tickets to the Australian Permaculture 
Convergence 22-24 April 2023. These tickets are available thanks to the generous support of the Mount 
Barker District Council. The tickets are open to young people aged 16-19 living in Mt Barker District 
Council. 

Applications close Sunday 19 March 2023
If you have any questions at all, contact apc@permaculturesa.org.au

APPLY HERE MORE INFO EVENT FAQs



~CANTEEN MENU~
Term 1 2023



COMMUNITY 
NEWS & EVENTS

CELEBRATING AUTUMN HARVEST 
AND EASTER WITH YOUNG 
CHILDREN with Ebba Bodame
!Its golden in the treetops Its golden in the sky" 

When we celebrate a season we show gratitude for the treasures given 
to us. We help our children connect to nature and to gradually build a 
sense of responsibility for our Mother Earth. . 
In this workshop we will be looking at how to create a seasonal nature 
table and how to guide children towards the festival through activities , 
stories, songs and food. 

Ebba Bodame is a Steiner early childhood educator. She has given talks 
and workshops for parents and teachers over many years. She is also 
the author of !Early Childhood Wisdom". Based on her own childhood 
festival experiences, which are still a source of strength and nourish-
ment for her, she wishes to help today"s parents to find ways to mean-
ingfully celebrate their own family or community festivals. 

Thursday 16th March 7.30pm 

Booking https://events.humanitix.com/celebrating-au-
tumn-harvest-and-easter-with-young-children



Stargold Puppets
~presents~

Head Heart and Hands Imaginative Play - 81A Main Road, Nairne SA

The True Easter Hare
For 3 year olds and older

Easter Saturday 8 April -  10am - $6 per person
Bookings essential

During business hours phone 0434 347 240 

We are happy to open after hours by 
appointment - Phone or text 0423 202 784

Opening Hours 
 Wed to Sat 11am to 2pm

You can find us on Facebook or email 
stargoldpuppets@gmail.com

Making an Autumn Garden
Craft Activities for 4 year olds and older

Saturday 4 March by appointment
Cost: $18  includes materials

Water Colour Painting for Children
for 5 year olds and older

 by appointment
Cost: $16  includes materials

Making An Autumn Felted Doll
For 7 year olds and older

Saturday 25 March at 1pm or by appointment
Cost: $18  includes all materials

Making Autumn Toadstool Babies
For 5 year olds and older

Saturday 25 March at 10am or by appointment
Cost: $16  includes materials

Workshops in March

Bookings essential
During business hours phone 0434 347 240 

We are happy to open after hours by appointment - Phone or text 0423 202 784

Opening Hours 
 Wed to Sat 11am to 2pm

You can find us on Facebook or email stargoldpuppets@gmail.com



Traditional Wooden Longbow Making Workshop

MAKE YOUR OWN HANDMADE, PERSONALISED LONGBOW!  
(All materials plus 1 cedar wood arrow and archery instruction)

You will leave with a complete understanding of how to make a longbow by yourself 
through step by step instructions and guidance. 

You will make your own bow string, practice instinctive archery with your completed 
bow and much more. Click on the link below for further information on the website.

10% DISCOUNT on ‘Early Bird’ bookings 

25 - 26 March 2023, Summertown, SA 5141
Limited places available - Check dates and locations online

Email: Lars@narrativeyoga.com.au 
Ph: 0402 322 200
www.narrativeyoga.com.au




