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Dear Mount Barker Waldorf Community,

What a beautiful beginning to the year.  We’ve had gorgeous weather for the Rose Ceremony, and it looks like continuing 
for the Primary School swimming lessons this week and next.  We’ve already had a successful camp, thank you to 
Linda, Ian, Rory and Class 6, and Class 12 will be getting their PADI licences by the end of the week.  New students, 
teachers and families have been slowly integrating into the warm community that is our school.  Everywhere you look 
there are reasons to be grateful. 

There have also been many opportunities for connection, learning and growth.  We’ve had our first parent teacher nights, 
and the Beehive has been humming with morning teas for each of the classes.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to talk 
about which Main Lesson is happening at the moment with your children (or story at story-time in Kindy), now is the 
best time, as they already have one week under their belt and are really moving into the substance and rhythm of the 
morning time. 

There are other opportunities for learning that can be taken up by parents as well.  This year we will be offering different 
spaces and occasions where you can meet our education and catch a glimpse of the wonder behind the curtain.  One of 
these opportunities will be weekly Principal chats.  Due to my busy schedule, I can’t guarantee a day (but it will most 
likely be Friday) each week, so keep your eye on the newsletter for the exact times each week.  This coming week the 
chat will be on Wednesday morning from 9.00-10.00 am in the Living Arts Centre foyer.  While I will take any questions 
that are brought, I’d like to start with the topic of the 2-fold and 3-fold human-being.  This is a great beginning to 
understanding some the why behind our education, if you have the time, I’d love to see you there. 

Here’s to the last few weeks of summer!

Liam Waterford, Principal

Term 1 - Week 2 - 2023 Strength   Grace   Skill   -   For  Life

27 Sims Road (PO Box 318)
Mount Barker, SA 5251



Important Dates ~ This Week and Next Week

13
February

Class 2 - 6 Swimming Lesson Excursion, 11am - 1pm

Class 2 - 6 Swimming Lesson Excursion, 11am - 1pm

Class 2 - 6 Swimming Lesson Excursion, 11am - 1pm
Class 1 P/T Mtg - 7pm

Class 2 - 6 Swimming Lesson Excursion, 11am - 1pm
Class 6 P/T Mtg - 6.30pm

Class 4 P/T Mtg - 7pm
Class 7 P/T Mtg - 6.30pm
Class 8 P/T Mtg - 6.30pm

Class 2 - 6 Swimming Lesson Excursion, 11am - 1pm
Class 12 SCUBA, 13 - 17 February

Class 2 P/T Mtg - 7pm
Class 3 P/T Mtg - 7pm
Class 11 P/T Mtg - 7pm
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" A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots 

spring up and make new trees." 

- Amelia Earhart

SCHOOL 

CAR PARKING 2023

PARENT/CARER PARKING & 
DROP OFF

VISITOR PARKING

STAFF PARKING

STUDENT PARKING



Reconciliation at Our School

As a school we are committed to Reconciliation and  we mark significant Reconciliation points through the 

year in appropriate ways for the children we teach.  

In the High School we consider the power and significance of acknowledging the harm members of the Stolen 

generation experienced.  We consider the courage, empathy and gesture of soul in making such an apology.  It 

is heartening for our students to see ‘the adults’ considering their actions and taking responsibility too.  They 

often remind me when we mark the apology that we adults are quick to encourage them to take responsibility 

and apologise, so it’s only fair we do the work too to restore harm too. 
 

Learn more about the Apology here:

 Eleanor Waterford
Assistant Principal

13 February

ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE 

NATIONAL APOLOGY



Kindergarten Two-Storey 
Cubby

During the holidays this play feature was dismantled as it was unable to meet legal building requirements 
anymore, and has required continuous upkeep over the last few years. 

This cubby has a wonderful history in the pioneering time of Mt. Barker Waldorf School. In 1983, the first 
kindergarten teacher - Milton Mellor of Nightingale, and Reg Down - our first Eurythmist, put their wide range 
of creative skills together to design and build the cubby, very similar to how it stood over time. At the same time, 
the ‘old Banksia Rose’ (now Playgroup) was being built as the second kindergarten. The Cubby has been used by 
many children over the 40 years of its life, and the kindergarten grounds keep transforming to support children’s 
play and movement. 

Wendy Pryor Kindergarten Teacher



Classes 7, 8 and 9

~Fashion Elective~

Classes 7 to 9 Sustainable Fashion elective is looking for donations!! 

Donations of any second hand clothes that are size 10 and up. 

Please donate to the front office and we will collect from there. 

Thank you! 

Warm regards, Krystina Fisher



High School 

Orientation Day 2023

It was a pleasure to welcome our High School students 

back to school. We began by connecting with each other 

and dreaming into our year.  Middle School students 

participated in a range of artistic and practical activities, 

such as ceramics and wheelchair basketball.  

I held an unconference with the Senior students using the 

provocation: 

‘how do we want to learn with each other and 

what can I bring?’ 

Over several sessions students shared their hopes for 

learning this year and gave us feedback for teachers to 

incorporate into their courses.  

It was wonderful to centre student voice in our very first 

work together this year. 

Eleanor Waterford, Assistant Principal



German

Over the holidays a number of projects and improvements have been carried out by our hard working 
grounds and maintenance team, joined by two visiting German carpenters, Jannes Abeln and Tom-Niklas 
Krone from Cloppenburg in Niedersachsen.  

Not only have they completed a number of major tasks such as the Hub upgrade and extension, but this 
week they have also come in to help with German lessons.  It has been great to hear our students correctly 
asking and answering questions, actively using and adapting what they have learnt so far in class.  

The carpenters will continue their travels next week, and we would like to thank them and wish them all the 
best for the future.

Helen Westermann German Teacher



Eurythmy Sessions for Adults

Mondays 10.45am - 11.45am

13 February - 10 April 2023

Eurythmy Building

Music: Carol Bromley

Eurythmy: Anna Kotanidis

Please sign in at the office before the 
session begins.

Come and join us as we move and discover the 
creative and energising forces of Eurythmy. 

We will explore the movement of different forms 
through beautiful live music, the vowel and 
consonant sound gestures in verses, as well as 
firsthand experience with the Eurythmy curriculum 
that is provided for students. 

These sessions will give you a chance to move with 
others and discover new and wonderful ways of 
working within a group.



School Conference

Painting with David Booth

A large group of teachers learnt about symbols and how they tell stories in our artistic activity during 

the school conference. We worked with David to create a painting that was representative of the story of 

our learning place at Mount Barker Waldorf School. We took on a new skill development with the use of 

paint spray cans, and worked together sharing ideas. 

It was a wonderful time learning with David, observing his skills and great facilitation ability. We hope 

you enjoy experiencing the growing presence of Aboriginal art around the school. 

Warm Regards, 

Wendy and Emily, on behalf of the painting teacher group.



Welcome Back to Beehive!

-TERM 1 BEEHIVE OPENING HOURS-

TUESDAYS 9-11AM: Café and Shop

WEDNESDAYS 9-11AM: Café and Shop

THURSDAYS 1.30-3.30PM: Café and Shop

FRIDAYS 9-11AM: Craft Group (all welcome)

As you enter the main school gate, there is a small cottage on the right.

Originally home to the playgroup, today it has a new life as Beehive Cottage: a place for all school families to 
connect, share & be supported.
 
Drop in to enjoy the child-friendly cafe (plus great coffee) and shop for beautiful new handmade items, school 
supplies & craft materials.
 
Browse our op-shop of pre-loved Waldorf clothing, toys & books, as well as shared fresh produce, plants and 
other useful items. Donations and volunteers are welcomed with gratitude. 
 
Check the noticeboard for opportunities for ongoing learning and skill-sharing, with workshops, speakers and 
study groups on topics of interest. 
This term we plan to continue mending day, plus hosting class catch-ups, a makers showcase, anthroposophy 
study group and craft classes.
 
The Beehive crew look forward to seeing you soon!



We welcome parents, caregivers and children back to OSHC for 2023. My name is Joshua Schmidt and I 
will be the coordinator of the service, alongside Janine who is returning to the service after commencing 
in Term 4 last year. We have implemented a new booking system called Xplore – parents from last year 
should have had an invitation, while new parents can get in touch with me to enroll your child/children 
into the program.

For those that have already attended, we have had a lot of fun exploring the beautiful grounds of the 
school while seeing the imagination and creativity of the children. We run a mixture of group activities 
ranging from talent shows, games of sport, craft activities, while also letting the children enjoy their own 
play-based fun in a safe and free environment.

With the help from our educator Janine, our kitchen has become a very busy place with a number of 
cooking activities. We have focused on having the children involved in creating yummy healthy snacks, 
helping children get excited about cooking. We are an inclusive kitchen that caters to the unique dietary 
requirements of all children.

We now run a morning service while continuing on with an afternoon service. We want to create a 
community space that is safe and fun for all children, while also aligning with the values of our beautiful 
school.

For more information, please feel free to get in touch via email at oshc@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.

OSHC Hours:

Monday - Friday Morning: 6.30am - school start ($20 Flat Rate)

Monday - Friday Afternoon: school finish – 6.30pm ($30 Flat Rate)

 

Warm Regards, Josh Schmidt, OSHC Coordinator

OSHC
Morning and Afternoon Out of School Hours Care



BOARD POSITIONS 2023

Mount Barker Waldorf School is seeking new Board Members to support school development while ensuring the 
provision of a Waldorf/ Steiner education for all our students.

We are looking for three people to join our Board.  We are seeking  people who are passionate about engaging with 
and listening to our community, who uphold our school’s values while guiding our school to deliver on its strategic 
objectives. 
 

We are seeking skills and experience to complement our current Board, particularly in the following areas:

 - A passion for providing a Waldorf Education, knowledge of Rudolf Steiner’s education philosophy and a

willingness to build on that understanding.

 - Human resources, industrial relations, and organisational development.

 - Marketing

 - Legal 

 - Environmental sustainability to advocate for and progress Mt Barker Waldorf School in this area. 

Experience in governance and board experience is preferable.  Board appointments are for 3 years.

Is this you or someone you know? 
If so, please contact Roger Moreton (rmoreton@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au) for a nomination package. 

The deadline for submission of a nomination package is Friday 24 February 2023. 
Nominees will be interviewed by the Board Appointments Committee (BAC) with the positions to take effect prior to 
the Annual General Meeting on 25 May 2023. 



STARTING TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2023*

TAKEAWAY TUESDAY!!
Starting this term, for just $15 you can pre-order (through
the Spriggy app) a family sized, homemade mushroom, 

spinach & cheese quiche with large Greek salad to collect 
from the office at the end of the school day. 

Pick up the family with dinner sorted.

*More weekdays to be added at a later date.

We apologise for the error in last week’s newsletter displaying 

the incorrect pricing of $12 for Takeaway Tuesday. 



~CANTEEN MENU~
Term 1 2023



COMMUNITY

Workshops in February 2023

Making an Autumn Garden
Craft Activities for 4 year olds and older
Saturday 18 February  at 10am or by appointment
Cost: $18  includes materials

Water Colour Painting for Children
for 5 year olds and older

Saturday 25 February  at 10am or by appointment
Cost: $16  includes materials

Making An Autumn Felted Doll
For 7 year olds and older
Saturday 25 February at 1pm or by appointment
Cost: $18  includes all materials

Making Autumn Toadstool Babies
For 5 year olds and older

 by appointment
Cost: $16  includes materials

Bookings essential - Phone 0434 347 240 (during business hours)
We are happy to open after hours by appointment - phone 0423 202 784

Opening Hours 
 Wednesday to Saturday 11am to 2pm

stargoldpuppets@gmail.com



COMMUNITY

click HERE to find out what programs and workshops are on for Term 1 at 
Inkpots Arts Inc.



~SEEKING ACCOMMODATION~

Hi there,

We are a friendly family seeking a rental property in the local area. We would appreciate it if a 
landlord could kindly consider us as his/her new tenants.

A little about us: 
-Mum, dad and two kids attending Mt Barker Waldorf School(Amy in kindergarten and Eric in 
Class 3). 
-No pets. No smoking. 
-Strong rental history. 

Something about our next home:
-2 bedrooms+. Under $500 per week.
-Available starting from 10/03/2022. 
-Within 30 minutes drive to Mt Barker Waldorf School. The closer, the better ☺

If you, or someone you know, are looking for tenants, please consider us and contact Sean on 
0412 292 526 at anytime. Thank you very much!

Kind regards,
Sean, Dandan, Amy and Eric

COMMUNITY


