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Important Dates
This week...

WEDNESDAY
MAY 1

TUESDAY
APR 30

MONDAY
APR 29

Class 11 Work Experience

Lesson Easter

Egg Decorating

“Love starts when we push aside our ego and make
room for someone else.”
By Rudolf Steiner

Class 11 Work Experience
Class 10 Camp Warraweena &
Moolooloo Station returning 13/5
6.30pm Class 12 P/T Meeting

Class 11 Work Experience

THURSDAY
MAY 2

Class 11 Work Experience

Class 11 Work Experience
Parent Craft Group
FRIDAY
MAY 3
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n
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9

Welcome back to Term 2. I hope everyone has had a restful holiday. This
term we have the opportunity to experience the breadth and depth of a
Waldorf Education through welcoming International visitors, working on a
School Reconciliation Action Plan, hosting an Unconference for everyone
interested in developing Waldorf Education in SA and going on an excursion
to the Mount Barker Summit to experience a Smoking ceremony. Activities
will also include a 70s dance for the whole community to celebrate 40 years
of Mount Barker Waldorf School, Winter Festival and a group of students
travelling to Japan.
Please join me to welcome visiting Class 10 students from the Abhaya Waldorf
School in India. These students will be with us for the month of May and
will attend the Survey Camp with our Class 10 students. Thank you to those
families who offered to host students during their visit. It is wonderful to
experience the international aspect of a Waldorf Education with these visitors
and discover the similarities across the world between schools and uniqueness
within each.
In May we will be focusing on developing a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).
In week 3, 13-17 May we will welcome visitors from Steiner Education
Australia, who will work with our community to understand what is needed
for a RAP to become a valued part of our School Curriculum. Following this
week of work, everyone is invited to attend the Groundswell Unconference
Saturday, 18 May. Please join us.
PHONE 08 8391 0411
FAX 08 8391 2386
ADDRESS 27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

WEB www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
EMAIL office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au
FACEBOOK /mtbarkerwaldorfschool

Principal Continues

Important Dates

TUESDAY
MAY 7
WEDNESDAY
MAY 8
THURSDAY
MAY 9
FRIDAY
MAY 10

At the end of Term 1, we held our Annual General Meeting. At the meeting
we reviewed the 2018 year which included the Audited Financial Report,
appointment of the Auditor for the following year, elected the Board
Appointment Committee Community member, farewelled leaving Board
Members and announced new Board Members. To undertake this business,
we require 50 members to attend for the quorum required by our School
constitution. For the first time in many years, we had 55 members in attendance
at the beginning to proceed with the meeting as scheduled. We concluded it
with nibbles and a toast to celebrate 40 years of our School. Thank you to
all the members who attended and for those of you that didn’t make it on the
night, a copy of the AGM report is available from the office. Please join me to
farewell and thank outgoing Board members: Cassie Hatton, Mathias Dengler
and Richard Symonds and welcome to new Board members: Dan Hockin and
Ritchie Marshall.
Please note renovations continue on our Science building this term and the
planned official opening is postponed due to the upcoming elections. A new
date will be set once the results of the election are known and once we have
practical completion on the building. We are currently using the two new Early
Childhood classrooms, the Innovation Resource Centre and the Gym toilets
were completed in the School holidays, ready to use. I look forward to the
completion of all the buildings and the day we can mark the accomplishments
that these new facilities bring – the Early Childhood, the Innovation Resource
Centre, Science building renovations and the Gym amenities.
Thank you to Doreen for her eloquent words that led us on a journey through
the 1980’s. This term look out for more history on the 1990’s of our school by
Tina Whisson.

MONDAY
MAY 6

Next week...
Class 9 Work Experience
Class 11 Work Experience
9-11am Kindergarten Open Day
6.30pm Class 6 P/T Meeting

Class 9 Work Experience
Class 11 Work Experience
7pm Class 2 P/T Meeting

Class 9 Work Experience
Class 11 Work Experience
Kindergarten Gardening Day
7pm Class 4 P/T Meeting

Class 9 Work Experience
Class 11 Work Experience
7pm Class 1 P/T Meeting

Class 9 Work Experience
Class 11 Work Experience
SATURDAY
Class 10 Camp Warraweena &
Moolooloo Station returns

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Landscape
Looking for Landscape Enthusiasts
Would you like to be involved in revitalising our school’s
gardens and grounds? We are so lucky to have this
beautiful big space for our children – but it will always
need maintenance, new plantings, and new initiatives.
If you’re passionate about growing things, interested

Working Group
in environmental issues, or just want to help make
the playground a more fun space for the students, the
Landscape working Group would love to hear from you.
Our group needs new members.
Call or text Doreen 0412 455 102.

Board Member

Dan Hockin

Dan has been a parent at the school for over 12 years, with two children
progressing from Playgroup into High School. He has actively been involved
with various fundraising activities, school camps and working bees during
this time.
His professional background is in Mechanical Design, specialising in the
water sector, more recently running his own business based at home in
Nairne.
He is passionate about environmental sustainability and is involved in local
Landcare & Trees For Life groups. He hopes to assist the Board in these
areas, whilst promoting the next generations voice of change.

Board Member

Ritchie Marshall

Ritchie is a self-employed management and financial accountant and a
member of CPA Australia. He provides advice and services to businesses in
various areas such as compliance with tax laws and accounting standards,
strategic planning, cash flow management, costings, budgets and forecasts.
Previously he managed the IT department in South Australia for a large
national company. Ritchie is a long-term parent of the school and his two
sons are currently in the High School.

Kindergarten

Enrolments

Reminder: If you have children already enrolled at the school, please note
that enrolment of younger siblings into kindergarten is not automatic. If your
child was born in 2016 and you would like them to attend kindergarten in 2020,
application forms must be lodged by Friday 3 May to avoid disappointment.
A Kindergarten Information Session will be held early in Term 2.
Please contact our Registrar Deborah Bottin 8391 0411 for more information.

The Hearth
Program
All welcome!
Next term we will run a series of workshops in the Hearth on Tuesday mornings, including one with Louise
Schnitzhofer.
Here is the program for the Hearth for Term Two and the flier for Louise’s workshop.
I look forward to seeing you there.

The Hearth Term 2 2019

Brioni Pridham

Brioni Pridham
Week

Monday 9 -10am

1

29/4
Conversation mornings,
all welcome.

2

3

4

5

6

Tuesday 9 -10am

Friday 9am-12noon

30/4
Learn to knit; make easy
slippers, beanies, vests, hot
water bottle covers.
6/5
7/5 9 -10.45am
Conversation mornings, With Louise Schnitzhofer
all welcome
Start to build a home
healthcare kit.
Supporting your child’s
development through illness,
towards health.
$15 RSVP Brioni
13/5
14/5
Conversation mornings,
Free yourself;
all welcome
Create a home for
independent players.
20/5
21/5
Conversation mornings, Nurturing ways to winter
all welcome
wellness.

3/5
Craft Group,
all welcome.

27/5
28/5
Conversation mornings, Warming your home hearth;
all welcome
candle making, lantern
making, star folding.
3/6
4/6 with Wendy Pryor
Conversation mornings, Will they become resilient
all welcome
and engaged? What does
that look like at a Waldorf
Kindergarten?

31/5
Craft Group,
all welcome.

10/5
Craft Group,
all welcome.

17/5
Craft Group,
all welcome.
24/5
Doll making together

7/6
Report Writing Day
Student free day.

Start to Build a Home Healthcare Kit
Supporting your Child Through Illness, Towards Health
Compresses and footbaths were encouraged by Rudolf Steiner to support healthy child development, as
well as to prevent and treat illness. Plants and other natural remedies are applied over the skin to
speciÞc organs and body parts to bring balance and harmony with the bodyÕs own healing capacity.
Used with understanding and regularity they are the basis of healthcare for those who wish to care for
themselves and their family with anthroposophic therapies.
Join us in The Hearth to be introduced to the foundations of health in anthroposophy and start to build
your own home health care kit.

Tuesday May 7th 9am
for 9:15 start (1 1/2 hour workshop)

$15

(child minding is included, though limited))
Louise Schnitzhofer has been been a complementary health practitioner for 26 years and working
with anthropsophic therapies for 15 years. She practices at 3 Druids Ave Mount Barker and regularly
works alongside MBWS. To learn more visit www.seasalthomeopathy.com.au

Please contact Brioni to book a place in the workshop
bpridham@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

Abhaya Waldorf School
Visiting Students
The trip to Australia with 14 Class 10 students and
1 teacher of Abhaya Waldorf School, began at the
Hyderabad airport on the 23rd of April 2019. The
combined Surveying camp with class 10 students and
teachers of Mount Barker Waldorf School, has become
something to look forward to by most high school students
and an annual pilgrimage of sorts for the teacher! The
excitement in the students before and after we reached
Mount Barker Waldorf School is something that this
trip never fails to elicit from the students. Enthusiastic
comments such as fabulous grounds, amazing gym
having been the constant refrain since we arrived on the
25th of April in the morning.
Class 10 Students from Abhaya and Mount Barker
Waldorf Schools will be part of the Surveying camp
and lesson, where they will learn how trigonometry
and technology combine to make maps that can be used
by geographers, sailors and anyone who would like to
locate places of interest on the earth. This camp and time
spent in Mount Barker augurs well for the students of
both school with a multi-cultural experience of learning
and living in the Australian bush.

Class 11 and 12 enter the new senior classrooms – Photo courtesy Courier Newspaper

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years
The 1990’s: Moving from Pioneer to Consolidation
What an exciting and challenging time we had through
that first decade of the school’s life from its beginnings
in a church hall at Norwood with a Kindergarten and 3
classes, a total of 37 children, to just over 300 students in
1989. We had to not only study and define what it meant
to be a Waldorf School, but to physically manifest the
spaces for it to thrive. We learnt to fill in forms, negotiate
with Governments, apply for grants, find and nurture new
teachers, hold Open Days, raise money, find transportable
buildings and build new ones, establish the grounds and
be ever available for the next working bee, fundraiser
and Spring Fair. The next decade would see more of
the same but as the school was reaching capacity with
student numbers, our attention was focussed on building
permanent classrooms for all classes and retiring some
of the transportables for specialist learning. New music
facilities, art rooms, a dedicated Eurythmy space and a
new Administration hub in the centre of the school were
also built. Many of these projects were supported by
grants from the Australian Government.
We started the decade with 321 funded students enrolled
in the school and 20 non-funded first year Kindergarten
students, totalling 341. And in that year the School
reached another milestone – the first Year Twelve

students to graduate. In February 1990 the Courier
Newspaper reported the official opening of the new
senior school building to accommodate years 11 and 12
and published a photo of the students walking into their
classrooms on the first day of school. The complex also
included student amenities and change-rooms essential
for the rapidly expanding physical education programme
offered to students from class 6 to class 12.
The College of Teachers, in consultation with the
community, had made the decision to continue through
to Year 12 offering a full Waldorf Education curriculum.
At the end of 1988 the school had been given approval
by the Schools’ Registration Board to continue into
Senior School. The decision to offer a full Waldorf
curriculum was not taken lightly, but teachers and
parents were committed to the principle of a broad-based
education that encompassed and valued all aspects of
learning; intellectual, artistic and practical. The students
would leave the school well equipped for life and future
education and free to make decisions about their future
direction having not been limited by specialisation too
early in their high school journey. It was a bold decision
that required a great deal of faith in the school and
teachers on the part of the first students and particularly
their parents. At the beginning of 1990 the pathway to

tertiary study was far from clear and students knew that
they may need to complete a 13th year somewhere else
as is the case in many overseas schools.
Class 12 comprised five students, three of whom had
been at the school since early primary and two students
who had joined the class in high school. In addition two
students on exchange with YFU Exchange organisation,
one from Argentina and one from Norway, made up
the 7 students needed to ensure continuing registration.
John Whisson, who had been Class Guardian since
Class 9, guided the group through that critical year, well
supported by an enthusiastic and committed high school
faculty. Class 11, also a very small class, anxiously
watched the progress of the pioneering year 12s under
the encouraging guardianship of Milton Mellor.
A key-stone of Year 12 was, and still is, the Year 12
Project. As well as completing the main lessons and all
the other subjects offered, the students were required to
select a Special Project and over the course of the year
undertake a practical exploration of their topic, write a
thesis and present to the school community the results
of their year’s work. The exchange students weren’t
sure what had hit them but with support fully entered
into the process. At the end of the year the Space, now
the Tech Studies space, but originally our hall/theatre/
gym/festivals space, was filled to overflowing as our
community supported the students in the presentation of
their projects. It was a seminal moment in the school’s
history.
During the latter half of the year the students and their
class guardian began to explore some options that would
enable them to take up tertiary study. They visited senior
colleges and explored the possibility of undertaking
another year of study. In the end none of the students
wanted to take up this option. Two students were keen
to follow on from their projects, one in Drama and one
in Dance, and they found possibilities for future study
in these areas. Only one student, Joanna Wood, now a
parent of students at the school, was interested in an

immediate path to University. With the support of her
parents, both academics, and John Whisson, who had
previously been lecturing at Uni SA, Joanna presented
her reports and Special Project thesis to the Admission
Committee at Flinders University and was accepted into
an Associate Diploma of Science and was accepted into
an Associate Diploma of Science”, Joanna Wood was
accepted into Medicine at Flinders the following year,
1992. This breakthrough now presented the students at
the school with a pathway to tertiary studies.
In 1991 class 12 comprised 5 students and 3 exchange
students. Once again at the end of the year the school
community embraced the Project Presentations and
the graduating students embraced the challenges of
study, travel and work. One student, Jessica Whisson
(Ellickson), now also a parent at school, was accepted
into the first year of a graduate degree in Nursing at
Flinders University.
In the following year, 1992, there were 333 funded
students, 18 in class 12. The students and the community
had stood behind the decision to embrace a full Waldorf
curriculum and from that time student numbers steadily
consolidated.
Of course the life of the school continued to buzz with
festivals, plays, camps all supported by the artistic and
imaginative atmosphere in the classroom. One thing that
stands out in looking back on the early 90’s is the exciting
interface that the school had with the wider community
especially through sport. Kym Brooking-Payne, Mark
Molloy and Jeremy Board all enthusiastically supported
high school students in various sports, most notably
volleyball when in 1990 the Waldorf team were the
Division One premiers as photos in the Courier attest.
A combined team of primary students from Waldorf
and St Francis de Sales also won the boys SAPSASA
hockey knockout championship, while the girls, all from
Waldorf, were runners up in the girls’ competition.
The canoe camp in year 9 had become a fixture in the
camps programme of the high school. Encouraged by

Class 12 1990 – Justin Hames, Michael Carter, Joanna Wood, Tamara Collins, Bente Ongkiehong, Cecilia Mazzone, Zamon Vilmanis – John Whisson (guardian)

Peter Glasby, whose class had made the school canoes
in 1984, the Waldorf canoeing team participated in a 24
hour marathon coming third out of 25 teams and raised
$450 for charity. This event and a trek along the south
coast of Kangaroo Island the following year helped a
group of senior students to attain their Duke of Edinburgh
Awards.
Another Courier headline reads “Waldorf rocks on at
Eisteddfod”. A combined group of student from years
10 and 11 entered the Rock Eisteddfod in 1990, the first
entry of several from the school over the next few years.
The 1990s was also a very busy period for musical,
dramatic and artistic work in the school. These activities
provided the opportunity for activities to enrich the
curriculum and to make visible the school to the wider
community through public performances outside the
school. I will explore some of these highlights in my next
article.

Class 12 1991 – Back- Billy Simonsen, Jessica Whisson, Lucienne
Wehrle Front – Patrick Gunderson, Georgi Ellis, Jyll Zepkin, Leanne
Stevens, Ben Danks, Milton Mellor (Guardian)

Tina Whisson

Tina Whisson
My relationship with the school began in 1978 at the
first talk given by Francis Edmunds. I was so inspired
that I joined working committees and published the
monthly Waldorf Association Newsletter through 1978
and 1979 to support the establishment of the school.
Through the 1980s I taught craft and became the teacher
librarian responsible for buying resources and taking
library lessons with classes from year 3 and up. I also
supported staff in sourcing curriculum materials. I taught
bookbinding to year 11 each year until 2002.
In 1992 I took over the role of Business Manager from
Chris Masters which also involved
Interfacing with State and Federal Government, applying
for grants and project managing new buildings. I retired
in 2002 and, after a 2 year break, returned to the school as
the Primary School Administrator, 3 days a week, while
also working part time on the Block Grant Authority at
the Association of Independent Schools. I left the school
in 2008 to take up full time employment with the Block
Grant Authority administering the Building Education

Revolution (BER) funding, IOSP funding and Computer
(DER) funding to Independent Schools in SA.
I am currently retired and enjoying still being involved in
the school as a Grandparent.

Kindergarten
Term 1 in our new space has been a very full and rich
experience, and I can confidently state that our daily
work (adults and children); a healthy, consistent rhythm;
meaningful festivals along with the continuation of old
relationships and beginning new ones has promoted our
sense of connection to our kindergarten room.
Outside in the garden our work continues as we slowly
understand how the space is best utilized to support
the curriculum. The children also provide insight into
particular play spaces and as we define these, they
provide experiences for a varying level of interaction.

Leesa | Kindergarten Teacher

Banksia Rose

German

Easter Eggs

Easter eggs and Easter decoration are a big part of
German culture. I have many fond childhood memories
of decorating eggs in various ways with my family,
neighbours or friends. In the weeks before Easter, one
Easter egg market after another offers the most beautiful
and often delicately decorated eggs.
The students from Classes 1-8 were excited to use
both their German lessons this week for this wonderful
activity. Classes 1-3 used crayons and dye, Classes 4 and
5 worked with plant materials, dye and pantyhoses and
Classes 6-8 used dye and hot wax for an extra challenge.
The results were stunning in each of the classes. The
mess and cleaning up were too, but they were worth it.
A big thank you to the parents for cooking and blowing
out all these eggs. We had everything from chicken to
duck to quail eggs.
Maren | German Teacher

TUCKSHOP MENU TERM 2, 2019
Daily

Hot Food
Sausage Roll

$ 3.50

Pasty (contains meat)

$ 4.00

Meat Pie

$ 4.00

Spinach & Feta Triangle (V)

$ 4.00

Vegetable Roll (V)

$ 4.00

Specials

Garlic Bread (Vegan)

$ 1.50

Toasted Sandwich

$ 4.00

on Brezel Bread
Cheese & Tomato (V) or
Ham & Cheese

Lunch

Specials

Monday

Drinks

Hearty vegetable soup (V)

250ml Organic Orange or

Mug

$ 4.00

Bowl

$ 5.00

Apple Juice

$ 2.50

Spring Water 600ml

$ 2.50

Tuesday

Mountain Fresh 300ml juice

$ 3.00

Beef burritos with sour cream, cheese.
and salsa
Vegetarian / Vegan option available

Snacks

$ 6.00
Vegie Chips 50g bag

$ 2.00

Wednesday

Fresh Brezel Pretzels

$ 1.50

Baked potatoes with sour cream

Anzac Cookies (Vegan)

$ 0.50

and cheese - filling of either

Choc Chip Biscuits

$ 0.50

two cabbage slaw (V) or

Choc Chip Biscuits (GF)

$ 0.50

Daily Baked Treat

$ 2.50

Bliss Ball (Vegan)

$ 1.00

spicy bean mix (V)
Vegan option available
$ 6.00
Thursday
Vegetarian Rogan Josh with raita and
papadums (V)

(V) - Vegetarian

Vegan option available

(GF) - Gluten Free

$6.00

Friday
*For all special dietary needs, please speak
to the Tuck Shop staff

Homemade Burgers with lettuce,
tomato and cheese, pickles in a sour
dough rye roll
Beef or Tofu (V)

$6.00

City Rooms
Adelaide Convention Centre
North Terrace, Adelaide

Where:

This seminar is designed for an adult audience.

Presented by Parenting SA.
For more information about raising
children visit
www.parenting.sa.gov.au or
www.cyh.com

7.00 - 9.00pm

When:

Wednesday 22 May

Register to attend in person or view the live webcast at:
Online: http://parentingsa.eventbrite.com.au
Phone: 8303 1660
Email:
health.parentingsa@sa.gov.au

• reducing battles and encouraging more
cooperation in your home.

• responding to misbehaviour in positive and
helpful ways

• understanding children’s behaviour so you can
guide them to be their best

Hear psychologist, parenting author and
commentator, Jodie Benveniste talk about:

Are you the parent of a 5-12 year old?
Want to encourage positive behaviour in your home?
Come and join us or watch our live webcast.

The secrets of raising
beautifully behaved children

Free parenting seminar

This course is for families experiencing separation





10:00am – 11:30am

Attendance in all 8 weeks are required for completion

Dates:
Tuesday 11 June 2019
Tuesday 18 June 2019
Tuesday 02 July 2019
Tuesday 09 July 2019
Tuesday 23 July 2019
Tuesday 30 July 2019
Tuesday 06 August 2019
Tuesday 13 August 2019

This project is jointly funded by Centacare Catholic Family Services and the Department of Social Services

Bookings essential. Please contact Centacare on 8215 6700 or
email your details to: registrations@centacare.org.au

“This course helped me to open my eyes to things I use to do to now.”

“Surprised how helpful the information was.”

“Thank you for your time, I have learnt quite a bit and am grateful for this course.”

Participant Feedback

Please note – Crèche facilities are not
available so children and babies cannot be
present.

Time:

Venue:
Centacare
Level 2, 45 Wakefield Street
Adelaide, SA 5000

Help your child organize their feelings
Enjoy a more fulfilling relationship with your child
Help them to feel secure, both now and into the
future

Come along and learn how to:

Do you want to have more understanding
about your child’s behaviour?

Circle of Security Parenting

Community

May 2019

bookings essential for all events
like and share us on Facebook

OUR PROGRAM
Community Lunch

free

DATE

TIME

Tuesday 30 April

12.00 pm – 1.00 pm

commencing

Learn to Use Your Computer

Wed 1 May

Bliss Balls Raw Foods Cooking Workshop

Sat 11 May

10.00 am – 12.00 pm

Hills Art Collective Exhibition – Town Hall

Sat 11 May
to
Sun 19 May

10.00 am – 4.00 pm

-

Duck Flat Community Garden

- Official Opening 6.30pm Fri 10 May

Creative Writing Course
- 4 sessions

commencing

Wed 15 May

Volunteering Opportunities – Hills ReVamp,
Duck Flat Community Garden, Family House
Child Care

Pastel over Acrylic Art Workshop

1.00 pm – 4.00 pm

7.00 pm – 9.00 pm

various
days/dates

various times

Mon 27 May

10.00 am – 2.30 pm

Community Lunch

free

Tues 28 May

12.00 pm – 1.00 pm

Top Hat Forum

free

Wed 29 May

10.00 am – 1.00 pm

Fridays
14 & 21 June

10.00 am – 12.00 pm

Traditional Basket Weaving
- Mount Barker Town Hall

connect contribute laugh learn
www.mountbarkercc.com.au
 83912747
 admin@mtbcc.org.au

some events can be booked online:

mtbcc.eventbrite.com

31 Princes Rd Mount Baker SA 5251

